
By Jay Gates 

It’s five years since we last raised fees and charges at the club, and the economy is in such a state that we can’t hold 
the line any longer. Everything we need, everything we buy has gone up in price, in some cases by mul>ples – our 
electricity bill used to be around £300 a month, but the last invoice was for £1,300. There’s no palatable way of 
saying it – we have to put our prices up if we’re to stay in business. 

While we’re a not-for-profit company, we do need to cover our costs, puGng aside enough for the 
maintenance and development of our infrastructure, and investment in our aircraH and systems. Raising fees to 
members is always conten>ous and requires jus>fica>on, but I think that at this >me nobody can be unaware of the 
economic situa>on, or the need for prudent measures to ensure the club remains viable. The Board has decided 
that for 2023, the cost of membership and hangarage must rise. The increases will roughly counterbalance an 
infla>on rate of 10%, so the ‘real’ cost is effec>vely standing s>ll. 

From 1st January 2023, the cost of annual Flying Membership of Cornwall Flying Club will rise from the 
current level of £150 – which has been in place since 2016 – to £165. Following our prac>ce in recent years, we are 
offering a 10% discount to encourage early payment. So by making your payment between 1st and 31st December,  
the actual cost of flying membership will be £148.50, which itself is less than full the 2022 membership fee. The full 
£165 will be payable from January 1st 2023, but if you allow your membership to lapse, you will have to add the 
usual £20 joining fee. We offer two weeks grace, so the joining fee will not be added up to January 14th.  

To be clear, if you renew before the last day of 2022, membership will cost £148.50. Leave it un>l January 
and it will cost £165. Leave it un>l aHer January 14th and you’ll also have to pay the £20 joining fee. 

From 1st January 2023, the monthly cost of hangarage in Hangars 1 and 2 will rise from the current rate of 
£160 to £185 per month. Again, the same 10% discount applies if full annual payment is made before December 31st 
2022 – a saving of £222. In the New Hangar, Hangar 4, the monthly cost will rise from £180 to £205 per month, and 
the 10% discount offer for payment during December 2022 will result in a saving of £246.  

As ever, those making the ‘early bird’ payment by BACS should reference the payment with your surname 
and aircraH registra>on, if applicable. Duty Managers can take payment over the phone using debit or credit cards. 
Those who only wish to con>nue month by month payments will receive the usual no>ce of payment to be made, 
or a monthly invoice, as per their instruc>ons. Obviously we’re sorry to have to do this, but I’m sure that under the 
circumstances, you can’t fault the logic. We’re very careful with the club’s money these days, but even so, five years 
without increases is all we can stand. Let’s hope a year from now that these increases can be seen as a ‘one-off’ and 
we can return to single digit infla>on, or even to no increase at all. 
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If you missed 
the AGM…
The Annual General Mee>ng of Cornwall Flying Club 
Ltd was held via Zoom on Thursday November 17, the 
Chairman and officers repor>ng a successful year 
despite a litany of challenges, local, na>onal and 
interna>onal. In his annual report Chairman Darren 
Fern said that when the date for the AGM had been 
set, the perceived risk was that covid and flu infec>on 
rates would be higher than they in fact were, and the 
decision had been taken to meet via Zoom. Infec>on 
figures had remained reasonable due to unseasonably 
warm weather and the effec>ve roll-out of 
vaccina>on programmes. It was intended to hold the 
2023 AGM in the clubhouse, with a Zoom facility 
would also be provided for those who were unable to 
aeend. 
 A number of Directors’ terms of office had expired, and Darren Fern, Richard Saw and Pete White were 
seeking re-elec>on. Howard Fawkes had decided to stand down, and two nomina>ons to the Board had been 
received, for David Young and Richard Bracey. There was already one vacancy because Nick Chieenden had leH, 
so all the nominees were unopposed and there was no need for a ballot. Darren Fern welcome the newcomers to 
the Board and paid tribute to the work of Howard Fawkes, whose skill and exper>se in the construc>on industry 
and electrical installa>on systems has proven invaluable during the recovery from the 2021 fire. In addi>on to 
liaising with companies on the design and build the new hangar, Howard had also provided much of the skill and 
labour involved in rewiring the site, upda>ng the alarm systems, and fixing the roof in the main hangar which had 
been leaking for years. Darren said Howard had agreed to act as an advisor to the Board to help keep the rebuild 

of Hangar 3 and updates to fuel systems on track. 
On behalf of the Board, he offered sincere thanks for 
all Howard’s efforts; the chairman also thanked his 
Board colleagues for their service to the club over 
the past 12 months and longer, saying their success 
of the club owed much to their unpaid efforts. 
Chairman added that we have finally received 
quotes for the reconstruc>on of the north end roof 
and walls to restore integrity of Hangar 3 and allow 
us to make full use of the space and to start 
genera>ng more revenue from the asset. 
 Clubhouse redevelopment was con>nuing, 
thanks par>cularly to the work of Roger Davis, to 
whom we owe a debt of gra>tude. New Board 
member Richard Bracey had supplied and installed 
an oil-fired central hea>ng system in the clubhouse, 
and the Board would be considering whether to 
offer the clubhouse as a ‘warm space’ for 
neighbours who were having difficulty hea>ng their 

homes as the financial crisis deepened. The club has always worked to strengthen our rela>onship with our 
neighbours, most of whom had come to our support during baeles with few par>cularly irksome newcomers to 
the area who disliked the ac>vi>es at the club.  
 Pete White and his helpers had yet again delivered a great programme of events that con>nued to build 
our profile locally and na>onally. The club’s conserva>on work and its natural hay meadow con>nued to be 
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recognised na>onally and interna>onally. The Chairman thanked Pete White and Jay Gates, who have given 
numerous talks in their own >me to academic and environmental groups across the UK and into Europe. The 
club has hosted visits by local schools and youth organisa>ons to introduce them to avia>on and 
environmental work. GeGng young people involved in avia>on was impera>ve for the future, and the 

purchase of two new RV12 aircraH for the training 
fleet has contributed to a surge in demand from 
younger pilots. We now have over 20 student pilots 
under the age of 25, some of whom were not yet 
legally allowed to drive. 
The RV12 fleet has proven to be successful, despite 
engine problems with the first, India Charlie. It took 
>me to get to the boeom of an intermieent 
problem, which ul>mately required the removal of 
the engine.  A paucity of local Rotax engineers had 
led the Board to propose to fund one of our 
members who already provides basic maintenance 
of the engine to undertake advanced Rotax 
courses, which could also  prove valuable to anyone 
else in the area who has Rotax issues. 

Thankfully, the RV12 airframe had proven 
robust enough to cope with its training role. 
Chairman thanked Stefan Heale for stepping in with 
maintenance cover when the engineering hangar 
was lost to the 2021 fire. Rod Bellamy and Bruce 
Keeping had been able to offer support on site, and 
had taken over the lease of the Trago hangar for the 

S5 replica build, which helped remove a considerable cost pressure from the club, while con>nuing to provide 
hangarage and aircraH maintenance for members. The availability of instructors had been transformed, 
par>cularly since the appointment of Arfur Bryant to work with Bruce Abboe to deliver a >ghtly managed, 
coherent flight training syllabus. We now have a 
robust system to manage the ground-school, pre-
flight briefings and flying lessons as a result of their 
combined efforts. The importance of this work could 
not be over-emphasised as it protected the club and 
its values.  
 Regulatory compliance governing our 
commercial opera>ons and links with the CAA have 
improved greatly in recent years. Chairman 
acknowledged the efforts of club Secretary Leith 
WhiGngton, whose understanding of legisla>on and 
business ethics has driven necessary changes. His 
wisdom and his ‘checks and balances’ on projects that 
at first glance seem simple and easy to achieve had 
proven invaluable. 
 Richard Saw’s oversight of safety issues have 
helped maintain an excellent safety record at Bodmin. 
Corinne Dennis had con>nued to provide oversight of 
the accounts and worked with Jay Gates, Leith 
WhiGngton and our accountants to develop a proper 
budge>ng system. The skills, knowledge and effort 
that had gone into this project would be absolutely 
essen>al to help us manage the financial storm that we were sailing into. 
 Nick Chieenden had recently leH the Board as his day job precluded regular par>cipa>on on site, but 
has agreed to stay on as a co-opted member to offer Board oversight of flight training and regulatory affairs. 
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Chairman said airfield manager Jay Gates and his assistant Vicky Williams had run a >ght ship, and Jay had 
recently par>cipated in a mee>ng to discuss ways in which the salaried staff could work more independently, 
finally establishing a business model based on the board providing leadership on strategic developments, with 
the salaried team members charged with delivering the vision in a manner that they deem appropriate, with 
oversight by the Board. We hope that by empowering their decision making, we can deliver beeer and more 
>mely outcomes. The management and flight opera>ons teams deserved our thanks for a level of service that 
invariably goes above and beyond what we could afford to pay them for. 
 A few big issues would have to be dealt with in the near future, quite apart from coping with the winter 
and the financial storm. Efforts con>nued to rebuild the hangar and to get the mul>-fuel fuel farm ready for next 
season. Catering provision was under discussion with help from Doey Elderkin and input from Nigel Ramsay, who 
has extensive knowledge of the hospitality and catering trade par>cularly on airfield-based sites. In conclusion 
the Chairman said the club had had a great year, aided and abeeed by the members, volunteers and staff who 
make our airfield the close community that it is. We con>nue to strengthen our posi>on within our local 
community, who in return have helped us. Chairman warned that he hoped over the next 12 months to complete 
the major projects in hand, in order to relinquish the Chairmanship of the company. 
 The Minutes of the 2021 AGM and the abstract of accounts had been circulated by email, with an online 
ballot on adop>on. They were approved by all but one of the respondents; Chairman Darren Fern said that the 
ballot was confiden>al so they didn’t know who had voted against, but if they had any issues they should contact 
him. 
 The financial report was delivered via video by Max Spence, Managing Partner of Bennee Jones & Co, 
the club’s accountants. Mr Spence said it was difficult to make comparisons between the past year and previous 
years because of the effect of covid on business. Over the last few years performance had been badly affected by 
lockdowns, with opera>ng incomes reduced and figures flaeered by bounceback loans and concessions on 
business rates. However, the club had operated with a respectable surplus in the last year; flying income doubled 
over the covid-affected >mes, and fuel sales rose by 50 percent. Staff costs had increased, and gross profit 
margin remained about the same.  
 Safety Officer Richard Saw submieed a report which recorded two incidents during the year; one an 
engine failure on take-off which had been adroitly handled by the instructor on board, Nick Chieenden, the 
second a classic ‘swiss-cheese’ incident which resulted in a visi>ng PA-28 landing short, in the bushes, fortunately 
without injury to those on board.  
 General Manager Jay Gates said we faced many challenges, including the fallout from the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine and the financial crisis, but comparisons of ac>vity before the covid-affected years were 
sa>sfactory, with 6,200 movements this year as opposed to 7,000 in 2018. Pre-covid we dispensed 54,000 litres 
of fuel, compared to 51,000 in the last 12 months. Training hours were well up, with the 1,344 hours in the last 
12 months comparing with 1,147 pre-covid, and just 858 in the covid-affected year of 2021. The student body 
con>nued to grow, with their ages ranging from 14 to 74. We currently have ten students between 14 and 18 
years of age. Eight students had flown their first solo, and five had passed their GFTs. Membership stands at 175, 
and four new aircraH had found space in the hangars during the year. 
 Events Director Pete White submieed a report which  covered a successful year of events, even though 
as ever, a number were cancelled due to weather. We had welcomed the Porsche club, while Ladies’ Day was 
popular despite poor weather. Bodmin had been the most stalwart supporter of the Royal Ins>tute of 
Naviga>on’s TopNav compe>>on and one of our student members had won a valuable bursary as a result. The 
planned microlight tour stopover and the Vintage AircraH Club fly-in fell vic>m to the weather, as did the Lundy 
fly-in, but the Cornish Pasty fly-in was a popular event, par>cularly memorable for the presence of the Cornwall 
Air Ambulance. The final event, the Cornwall Strut Fly-in, was also a great success. Pete offered his thanks to the 
volunteer helpers, par>cular Doey Elderkin in the restaurant. 
 Post-covid, a number of schools have once again been sending children to the airfield on educa>onal 
visits. The winter programme of AEROCLUB talks had begun, with the three speakers who had delivered their 
talks to date – Baele of Britain expert Peter Channon, mul>ple earth-rounder Polly Vacher and Air Ambulance 
booster Terry Earl (aided by senior cri>cal care paramedic Tom Hennessy-Jones) having been well received. 
Many of the 2022 events will be repeated in 2023, with the hope of beeer weather and details of new events 
would be given nearer the >me. 
Chairman said that there had been no no>fica>ons of other business, and the AGM was therefore concluded. 
Anyone who had ques>ons or wanted more informa>on could contact him by phone or email, or address queries 
to the Airfield Manager or individual Board members. The full accounts are available for perusal in the Tower; 
they remain company-confiden>al in detail. 



The miracle workers of the air

By  Pat Malone 

If you’re going to have a serious accident in  
Cornwall, you couldn’t have picked a beeer >me 
for it. This county, which pioneered the Bri>sh air 
ambulance service a genera>on ago, now has the 
most dazzlingly sophis>cated system for geGng 
the finest medical assistance to the afflicted in the 
shortest possible >me, and your chances of 
survival are an order of magnitude greater than 
they were in the last century. 

The Cornwall Air Ambulance, jewel in the 
crown of our emergency health care system, was 
the subject of our November Aeroclub talk, 
delivered by Terry Earl, who as well as being our 
flying instructor and examiner is a volunteer 
promoter of the service. He was joined by Tom 
Hennessy Jones, a senior paramedic with the Air 
Ambulance who is also a club member and a pilot 
who keeps his Zenair 601 G-BVVM at Bodmin. 
Between them they painted a picture of a service 
that has been transformed from a  pioneering 
‘swoop and scoop’ transport system into a whole 
new branch of medical science in a few short 
years, and whose people can virtually work 
miracles on those who need them. And of course, 
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as Terry was at pains to point out, the Air 
Ambulance is a charity that relies on the money 
you slip into the collec>on box on Doey’s counter. 
Beeer s>ll, go online and give them a bung – 
cornwallairambulance.org and see ‘donate’ at top 
right – buy a weekly >cket in their loeery, browse 
their charity shops and remember them in your 
will. They have saved hundreds of lives, and will 
save hundreds more as long as the money keeps 
coming in. 

If you’ve been lucky enough never to have 
had a ride in the air ambulance, you’d be 
astounded at what they’ve got in there. It’s 
almost a fully-equipped A&E department. I 
cannot in this short ar>cle scratch the surface of 
what Tom and Terry explained during the evening, 
and they in turn could give no more than a 
sketchy account of all the kit aboard the 
helicopter. There’s a defibrillator with every 
advanced feature you could imagine, and many 
you couldn’t, portable ultrasound, and an 
automa>c CPR system that takes over from the 
old chest-pumping paramedic, usually does the 
job beeer and doesn’t get >red. And now they’re 
even allowed to carry blood supplies for pre-hospital transfusions… and the blood is changed every day, 
which is a hassle, and it’s not just a maeer of pouring it out of a boele, it needs to be heated to 40 

degrees, and lots of stuff you 
need to know like that…  
  For me, the biggest 
surprise was the level of 
sophis>ca>on of the training of 
the cri>cal-care paramedics 
aboard the helicopter. Apart 
from having made their bones 
as ground-bound paramedics, 
their medical  training is up to 
Masters Degree level, they have 
prescribing privileges normally 
accorded only to doctors, 
allowing them to administer 
seda>ves that can paralyse a 
pa>ent if necessary, and they 
undergo a level of avia>on 
training that clears them to 

func>on as co-pilots on the helicopter. On behalf of children in the Bridge Schools Trust (kids always ask 
the probing ques>ons) Dani Towe asked Tom why he did the job. Tom was momentarily stumped, then 
mueered something about having been in an accident as a teenager, and being impressed by the medics 
who came to his aid – but he added: “I wanted to be where the need was greatest, where the sickest  
people were, where I could do the most good.” And now, that’s exactly where he’s at.  

Tom and AW169 at our  September fly-in

Crowds flock to the new helicopter



As Terry told it, the air ambulance story started in the early 1980s when an ex-Navy pilot, Geoff 
Newman, tried to convince the NHS that such a  service was needed and proposed air ambulance 
opera>ons in America and Germany as models. While the NHS was unconvinced, he was supported by 
Geoff Bond, one of the four brothers who owned Bond Helicopters, and they gave Cornwall a helicopter 

free of charge for three months 
in 1987 to prove the  concept. It 
was the first dedicated HEMS 
(Helicopter Emergency Medical 
Service) aircraH in Britain. On the 
very first day they airliHed a lady 
who had broken her leg falling 
down a cliff at an inaccessible 
beach to hospital. She was 
grateful. This is a great service, 
she said… how long have you 
been going? Oh, about three 
hours, was the answer. There 
have been more than 30,000 
emergency calls for help since 
then. The helicopter was a 
Bölkow 105, the first small twin-

turbine machine, and Geoff Bond himself flew it at the beginning; he later moved to Truro, died only 
recently and is  buried at Feock. Poorly-equipped though it was, the Bölkow brought every remote 
corner of Cornwall to within 20 minutes of A&E, and given the importance of the “golden hour” aHer a 
major accident, the survival rate 
improved. The service  had two 
105s, then switched to the larger 
EC135, which was in service for 
13 years before they upgraded to 
an MD 902, the first machine 
they had that  was capable of 
opera>ng at night. Finally, in 
2018 they obtained their current 
AW169, wholly owned by the 
charity and operated for them by 
Castle Air. The 169 has more 
room to work on pa>ents, more 
room for  medical kit, gets there 
faster (145 knots) and has twice 
the range of the previous 
machine, which means they’re 
less likely to have to dash home 
for fuel when another shout 
comes in. Over >me, the primary 
objec>ve has switched from geGng the pa>ent to hospital to geGng the hospital to  the pa>ent, 
together with the medical skills to make best use of all the gear. The concept of  the ambulance man has 
also changed from being a bloke in a hat and >e who carries a stretcher to being a skilled, highly-trained 
saver of life. The AW169 has made such a difference that everything before 2020, when it went into 
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service, was referred to by Tom as “the old days”. Tom rehearsed the complexi>es of the 
decision-making process, the mul>ple networks that filter emergency calls simultaneously to allow the 
best decisions to be  made  on  the use of the air ambulance. There were  lots of sta>s>cs. They fly 
about 1,000 missions a year and aim to be airborne within five minutes of a call during the day, 15 
minutes at night. Full complement is five pilots and 11 paramedics, a crew is one pilot and two 
paramedics, and they also have two rapid response cars for use when the weather is s>nky or the 
helicopter has gone tech. They can start up and shut down in 50 knots of wind (a cri>cal issue with 

helicopters, which chop their 
own tails off if you take 
liber>es with the limits) and 
can operate, in extremis, 
under a 300-foot cloudbase. 
As a helicopter pilot it pains 
me to say it, but the pilots 
seem to be the low chickens 
in the air ambulance pecking 
order. Having flown to an 
accident scene, their job is to 
keep the cows off the aircraH 
and don’t get underfoot. 
They might be allowed to 
carry the blood, but only 
aHer they have undertaken a 
course in how to do so. 
That’s no way to treat such 
superior beings, surely? 
Un-men>oned on the night 

was the cumula>ve effect of personal trauma on air ambulance personnel. Tom and his colleagues are 
exposed regularly and oHen to scenes which, if you or I saw them just once, would haunt us for the rest 
of our lives. I spoke to Tom about trauma aHerwards, and it seems it’s something you have to find a way 
to live with. “There are things that, if I wanted to  talk to you about, I wouldn’t  be able to,” he said. 
Even the joy of saving lives which would 
have been lost but for your presence can’t 
compensate for the fact that you’re living 
out there where the most unpleasant 
things happen all the >me. Can there be a 
higher calling? Truly, these men and 
women deserve your respect.  

More than that, they deserve some 
of your money. See the URL above and act 
accordingly; it costs £5 million a year to 
keep them in the air, and if they had 
enough money they’d make beeer 
arrangements for back-up than they can 
afford to now, and save even more lives. 

Pete White concluded by  thanking 
Terry and Tom for a fascina>ng insight into 
the air ambulance world, and thanked Dot 
and her helpers for the evening’s dinner.   

MD902 introduced night  cover
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Helicopters: 
handle with care
One flying problem you probably don’t give 
enough thought to is how to stay safe when 
there are helicopters about. Helicopters are 
regular visitors to Bodmin, and many of them are 
heavy, powerful machines whose rotorwash can 
do serious injury to any aeroplanes flying by – 
some>mes at a surprising distance. At AEROCLUB 
on Wednesday December 7th you can sit down in 
the clubhouse with a pint and a meal and get 
some informa>on on helicopters that could one 
day save you from embarrassment, or worse. The 
speaker is our own Ian ‘Arfur’ Bryant, who is one 
of the most experienced helicopter pilots and 
instructors in the land, and his illustrated talk is 
called ‘Helicopter Opera>ons and Rotorwash’. 
He’s got some fascina>ng videos on tac>cal flying 
and Search and Rescue opera>ons, and he will 
tell you how to visualise and avoid the poten>ally disastrous consequences of rotorwash. 

Few people know more about helicopter opera>on than Arfur. His extraordinary career in the Royal 
Navy, the RAF and the commercial world has taken him from war zones from the Falklands to Kuwait and 
Iraq, and he was awarded the MBE for services during his ten tours of Iraq where he was responsible for 

leading forma>ons of half a dozen helicopters at very 
low level at night. He has amassed more than 12,500 
flying hours, split roughly half and half between 
helicopters and fixed-wing. He has flown more than 
6,000 hours as an instructor and has almost 1,000 
hours on night vision goggles.  
 Arfur joined the Navy in 1977, flying the Wessex 
5 on 845 Naval Air Squadron (NAS) for his first front-
line appointment, including regular tours in Northern 
Ireland.  He was appointed to 772 NAS at Portland in 
an SAR role, also on the Wessex 5. He served with 848 
NAS during the Falklands War in 1982, and during his 
16-year Navy career he also qualified as a QFI on the 
Bulldog and the Chipmunk. He served another tour 
with 845 NAS on the Sea King 4 and flew the Hunter, 
Hawk and Tucano. He completed the Royal Marine All 
Arms Commando Course and was a Combat Survival 
Instructor. He leH the Navy at 38 and flew for Bri>sh 
Aerospace in Saudi Arabia as a civilian QFI, teaching 
Saudi cadets on the Cessna 172. AHer five years he 
joined the RAF as a QFI and Qualified Pilot Navigator 
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Instructor at the Central Flying School, RAF 
Cranwell, then became Head of Training and OC Standards 
at the Joint Elementary Flying Training School, RAF 
Barkston Heath, on the Firefly. He volunteered to return to 
opera>onal helicopter flying and flew the Puma HC1 
between 2003 and 2008 on 230 Sqn and 33 Sqn. His tours 
in Iraq were mostly as Avia>on Commander and Qualified 
Helicopter Tac>cs Instructor in support of Allied land 
forces. 

AHer comple>ng his 29-year military career as an 
RAF Shawbury QHI in 2011 he flew as a civilian QHI at the 
Search & Rescue Training Unit at RAF Valley, teaching 
advanced SAR techniques to foreign aircrew on the 
AW139. In 2014 he taught Navy grading students on the 
Tutor for 772 NAS at RNAS Yeovilton. He also instructed on 
his own gyrocopter, and because of his experience he was 
chosen by the CAA to be part of a two-man team cer>fying 
the Cavalon Pro gyrocopter for night opera>ons. 

In 2017 he spent a year teaching on the PA28 with 
Flight Training Europe in Jerez, Spain, mostly teaching IFR 
procedural techniques and UPRT skills. Finally, he returned 
to the UK in 2018 to fly and ground instruct with the 
Draken Helicopter Academy at Newquay un>l its closure. 
Apart from those already men>oned, his qualifica>ons – 
mostly military – include QHI, QHTI (Tac>cs Instructor) 
Instrument Ra>ng Instructor (Sea King), QFI, IR Examiner, 
CFS Standards Instructor, Crew Resource Management Instructor, Sea Survival Officer… and as a civilian, 
CPL/IR, FI (including aeroba>cs, IRI and night) and every type of gyrocopter ra>ng. Apart from being BAe 
Chief Instructor (Cessna) in Saudi, he was Project Manager and QHI for Cobham in Cyprus on the AW139 
and did the same job with the Egyp>an Air Force in Cairo.  

Apart from telling you how to avoid being killed by a helicopter – and how to fly one, if that’s how 
you roll – Arfur may be induced to tell 
some stories of avia>on ac>on in the 
Falklands, Northern Ireland and the 
Middle East. 
 So come along to the clubhouse 
next Wednesday evening and learn 
something that one day you’ll be glad 
you didn’t miss. Book your place with 
Pete White (pete@aeronca.co.uk) or 
bodminairfield@gmail.com or call 
whomever’s in the Tower on 01208 
832975 – especially important to book 
if you want dinner. 
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Wet wet wet – but the drought goes on
By Jay Gates 

It’s what the Bri>sh like doing best – discussing the weather. There we were in October bemoaning how wet the 
month was, and with an ongoing hosepipe ban, no less. But October was a rela>vely dry month compared to what 
befell the airfield in November – and s>ll we had a hosepipe ban! 
November is normally the second weeest month of the year, and data collected over many years shows that we 
can expect 106mm or 4.2 inches of rainfall over 12 days of the month. But up to November 29, as this ar>cle is 
being wrieen, Bodmin Airfield has recorded no less than 224mm of rain, or 8.8 inches, falling over 25 days. That is 
double the long-term average, 
and means we had only four days 
where no rain was recorded 
throughout the whole month.  
 It won’t surprise you that 
we lost an inordinate amount of 
flying days in November, with a 
whopping 18 days lost due either 
to bad weather or the airfield not 
being useable. AHer Storm Regina 
came through, we had to close 
the airfield for two days to 
preserve the integrity of the 
runways due to the sheer amount 
of surface water on the airfield. A 
loss of 18 days out of 29 thus far, 
is a loss of two thirds of the 
month, with only 37% being 
flyable. Some years ago we 
looked at various means of 
preven>ng waterlogging on the 
field. Not only would the work be 
very expensive, we calculated it 
would only give us a maximum of 
six extra flying days a year, 
because the broader picture 
showed that when we were waterlogged, the weather was usually too bad to fly anyway. 
 Despite the weather, we recorded 219 movements up to the 29th, with 25% of this total being recorded on 
one single day – 50 movements took place on the 29th. Even with poor availability of the airfield, the movement 
total compares well with previous Novembers, with 2021 (328), 2020 (92-Covid), 2019 (219), 2018 (254), and 
2017 (345). So, unbelievably it was not the worst monthly total since records started being kept, notwithstanding 
the Covid-affected year of 2020, and it matched the total from 2019. 
 Our poor flying totals were mirrored in the fuel dispensing figures for the month, which totalled 1,806 
litres of fuel, of which only 200 litres was UL91. Again, the poor figure compares with previous Novembers, with 
2021 seeing 2,280 litres, 2020 having 570 litres (Covid), 2019 with 1,750 litres, 2018 with 2,590 litres, and 2017 
having 3,200 litres. Again, November is not the worst performing month, with 2019 being a worse year. The laying 
last month of the new concrete apron for the mogas bowser has now cured for the recommended 28 days, and 
now we await beeer weather to allow the bund to be laid around the slab. It won’t be long before we can offer 
ethanol-free mogas, to club members and flying visitors.  
 For the first >me in a long >me, we did not receive a single visitor from outside of Cornwall and Devon 
during November. The only unusual visitors to the airfield were helicopters from Castle Air. We received the usual 
Agusta 109 that they are well-known for opera>ng, as well as a rarer Bell JetRanger. Both helicopters were at the 
airfield to complete compass swings, something Castle Air does regularly here. Bodmin is the perfect venue to 
conduct this important flight safety requirement, as the helicopter compass is guaranteed to not suffer any 

A rare sight – a visiting aircraft!



interference from nearby metallic objects which 
could introduce naviga>on errors. 
 We have also seen an upsurge in visitors 
from the Royal Navy, undoubtedly connected to 
the ongoing aggression of the army of the >npot 
Russian dictator in Ukraine. We have had no fewer 
than seven visits from Merlin helicopters from 
RNAS Culdrose, including our first day>me visitor 
for a number of months. The majority of visits 
happen at night when the crews are prac>cing 
their Night Vision Goggle (NVG) techniques. Given 
the an>-NATO rhetoric coming out of the Kremlin I 
do not see this level of military training ac>vity 
reducing any >me soon, so we can expect to see 
them around our skies a lot more in the coming 
weeks, and months. 
 It’s >mely, therefore, that Arfur Bryant is 
giving an Aeroclub talk in the clubhouse on 
Wednesday December 7th on helicopter opera>ons 
and rotorwash, to help you envisage airflows 
around these big rotors and avoid flying into 
trouble. Fuller details elsewhere in this newsleeer. 
Well worth signing up for – best give us a call to 
say you’re coming, especially if you want dinner. 
01208 821419. 
 November’s Aeroclub talk was a double-
hander between Terry Earl and Tom Hennessy-
Jones who gave us a fascina>ng insight into the 
world of the Cornwall Air Ambulance. Many 
people will not be aware that Terry is an 
ambassador for the Air Ambulance and is heavily involved in their charitable fundraising events. As most of you 
know, Tom is a senior paramedic with the Air Ambulance, and together they made it an extremely educa>onal 
evening. Again, there’s a fuller report elsewhere in this newsleeer. One of our audience was none other than 
Dani Towe, of the Bridge Schools Trust, who is involved with the educa>onal visits by our local primary schools to 
the airfield. She is hoping to arrange educa>onal visits for her children to the Air Ambulance, and Tom was only 
happy to start off the process with Dani. 

 Some of you may have watched 
The Sun’s ‘Who Cares Wins’ awards 
on Channel 4 on November 27th – 
these awards celebrate the heroism 
of the front-line NHS staff who 
respond to medical emergencies. 
Together with a two RNLI lifeguards, 
a team from the South Western 
Ambulance Trust and his air 
ambulance colleague Louise 
Lamble, Tom Hennessy-Jones 
helped saved the life of 64-year-old 
truck driver Chris Barendt, who 
suffered a cardiac arrest at the 
wheel of his lorry near Portreath. 
The nature of his heart aeack 
means there seemed to be liele 
chance of him surviving, but thanks 
to prompt, competent treatment 
and the availability of sophis>cated 
medical equipment in the 

Tom with Chris, whose life he helped save
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helicopter, he survived. Tom said later: “Chris is a walking miracle. I get dispatched to those kinds of incidents a 
lot, but to actually have a walking, talking survivor is quite rare. This was a really good example of a community 
forming a team with the emergency services. We all came together to build that chain.” The team were 
shortlisted in the ‘999 heroes’ category at 
the awards, which were hosted by Davina 
McCall and featured such luminaries as the 
King (he recorded the presenta>on before 
his recent promo>on) Rishi Sunak and Keir 
Starmer. It was a highly compe>>ve field 
and Tom’s team didn’t win the top prize, 
but as some of you know, his awards 
cupboard is already bulging, and being 
shortlisted was a major honour in itself. 
Well done, all of you!  
 Back at the airfield, we have had to 
say goodbye to some of our great team of 
instructors. Simon Burke has decided to 
concentrate on his aerial photography 
business over the winter, and Dave Walker 
is returning to the Far East to fly an Airbus 
business jet out of Hong Kong. And Ollie 
Smith, who learned to fly at Bodmin, made 
his bones on the Scilly Skybus and is now 
Head of Training at the Bri>sh Antarc>c 
Survey, has gone south once again for the Antarc>c summer. Ollie flew one of BAS’s Twin Oeers from its 
northern summer home in Calgary, Canada, to Rothera base in the Antarc>c, and the pictures below record parts 
of that epic journey down the whole length of the Americas and across the Drake Passage to the ice.  
 I men>oned storm ‘Regina’ above, and you may be wondering why you’ve never heard of it, because the 
UK Met Office named no storms during November. Let me explain. Believe it or not, a total of seven named 
storms passed over or close to the UK in November, but the Met Office raised no major alarms. The reason lies 

in their severity. The Met Office will only name a 
storm if they believe it will merit the minimum 
of an ‘amber’ weather warning. A lesser blow 
that brings about a ‘yellow’ warning does not 
get elevated to ‘named’ notoriety. The only 
excep>on is if the storm has already been given 
hurricane or tropical storm status by the 
American Na>onal Hurricane Centre, which 
means that the Met Office will s>ll use the 
name even if the weather system has markedly 
weakened. However, this naming protocol 
doesn’t apply to other European met 
authori>es, and if they think a low pressure 
area out in the Atlan>c might give them a spot 
of bother it gets a name, even if it doesn’t 
qualify for one in the UK. So November gave us 
one ex-hurricane, one French named storm, and 
five German named storms. 
  The month opened with the French 
storm ‘Claudio’ which brought us a yellow 
warning, despite a maximum wind speed of 100 

knots being recorded at the Needles on the Isle of Wight, and 36 knots at the airfield, with 12mm of rain. This 
was followed next day by the German storm ‘Liv’ which also didn’t get a UK weather warning, despite producing 
a gust of 89 knots in the north of Scotland, and dropping 9mm of rain on us, with a maximum gust of 39 knots. 
The first week ended with the German storm ‘Marion’, which gave us a yellow UK weather warning, a maximum 
gust at the airfield of 37 knots, and 6mm of rain. The second week brought us ex-hurricane Mar>n, which blew 
through with a 70 knot wind in Scotland and a maximum gust of 41 knots at the airfield, with 8mm of rain. The 

Ollie’s Otter on the ice at Halley Bay, Antarctica
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very next day we got a bite from the German storm ‘Philomena’, which produced the strongest recorded winds in 
the UK of 59 knots over Cornwall and a maximum gust of 37 knots at the airfield, with 12mm of rain. Three days 
later we had the above-men>oned German storm  ‘Regina’, which produced a yellow weather warning, with 
severe flooding in Scotland. Regina dumped a stonking 70.4 mm of rain on the airfield over the five day period 
that she stalled over the UK, with a maximum gust of 45 knots. The seventh and last named storm, the German 
storm ‘Valerie’, made an appearance at the start of the third week of the month, and also produced a yellow 

warning, and a 39 knot maximum gust, 
with 37mm of rain over two days. 
Clear? Worth men>oning that our main 
reservoirs are s>ll deficient. Our local 
one, Colliford, can hold more than 
28,000 megalitres but currently holds 
only 6,700 megalitres – just 23.4% of 
capacity. 
 Whatever the weather, we’re 
warm and snug in the clubhouse. Last 
month we reported that Richard Bracey 
was almost ready to commission our 
new central hea>ng system, just in >me 
for the winter season. This has now 
been done. As the clubhouse is manned 
daily from 0830 to 1700 every day of 
the week, and we are well aware that 
people around our airfield may struggle 
through the winter as a result of the 
cost of living crisis, the Board has 
agreed that we should offer the 
clubhouse to the communi>es of 
Cardinham and Millpool as a warm 

space for those who need one. The clubhouse is always manned by a Duty Manager, who will act as a Warden, we 
have lots of tables and chairs for working surfaces, seeees for relaxing, plus a café and toilets. We will shortly be 
making a formal offer to Cardinham Parish Council to allow elderly and vulnerable people in the community to 
use our warm clubhouse during the day. 
 The cloudscapes around the airfield are ever changing, and at this >me of year the jetstream is 
responsible for producing a conveyor belt of low pressure systems, and their associated fronts, which pass over 
the airfield. Post-frontal skies are always the most drama>c, with showers of immense propor>ons. Big showers 
normally fall out of big clouds, and the 
biggest clouds of all are cumulonimbus. They 
grow as the day grows, and they expand ever 
upward, looking like cauliflowers on steroids. 
They finally climb un>l they reach the 
tropopause, which is the point at which the 
troposphere becomes the stratosphere, and 
causes them to flaeen out, as they cannot 
climb any higher. The troposphere is where 
the vast majority of our weather occurs, and 
the flaeened shape of these enormous 
clouds gives them the descrip>on of ‘anvil’ 
clouds. They are clouds to avoid at all costs, 
as the weather within and below is likely to 
be extremely violent. To the purist they are 
known as Cumulonimbus Capillatus Incus 
clouds, and they are both majes>c and 
beau>ful. But look, and don’t tangle. 

Steer at least 10nm clear

The Otter over the Peruvian Andes



By Arfur Bryant 

Holding point RW 31: The holding 
point for runway 31 is at the north-
west edge of the car park, adjacent to 
the taxiway. It was moved there in 
2019 to avoid having aircraH wai>ng/
holding too close to the runway in a 
posi>on that could interfere with 
landing traffic, or at least distract a 
pilot on final approach.  So this is a 
polite reminder to please hold at the 
RW 31 sign and not beyond. Once 
past the sign, depar>ng pilots can 
make a lining up call if it’s safe to do 
so. Duty Managers should also point out this procedure to visi>ng pilots. 
 Cessna 172 fuel: On shutdown, the Cessna 172 fuel cock should not be leH in the ‘Both’ posi>on.  
If it is, any slope will cause fuel to transfer to the lower tank – and if that’s the leH tank, the fuel could 

escape through the fuel vent. Stefan Heale men>oned 
this in the October newsleeer, but it bears repea>ng. 
Selec>on of either ‘LeH’ or ‘Right’ will prevent transfer. 
 Fuel bay changes: As you will no>ce, construc>on 
of a small compound (bund) is under way. When 
completed, this will allow posi>oning of the 1000-litre 
mobile bowser and a small shed. To help the 
construc>on, the yellow fuel container pods for UL 91 
have been moved. So please be aware when taxiing to 
the fuel bay that there are new obstacles, and please 
posi>on your aircraH at a suitably safe distance from 
both the yellow pods and the construc>on site.  The 
yellow taxi lines will be reposi>oned once the work is 
complete. 
 Winter ops: November has seen a lot of rain! 
Although the drainage is excellent at Bodmin, there are 
areas where the ground is very soH, par>cularly close to 
the threshold of RW 31. SoH ground will affect taxiing, 
especially in aircraH with differen>al braking, and the 

combina>on of soH ground and wet grass will affect 
accelera>on on takeoff.  Be aware of the following >ps: 
1. Avoid excessive braking except where necessary.  This will prevent damage to the ground. 
2. Keep clear of known soH areas (notably approaching the threshold of RW31 and, to a lesser extent, the 
other threshold areas). 
3. Be aware of the reduced performance for takeoff in wet grass and soH ground. Think! If possible, get 
the nosewheel (if fieed) off the ground earlier than usual. 
4. On landing, try to ensure you are close to your aiming point to ensure the maximum landing distance 
available. Do not be afraid to go-around! Braking distance required may be increased due to wet grass. 
5. Finally, please confirm with the Duty Manager that the condi>ons are suitable before your proposed 
flight.

Leave it like this

Words of 
wisdom



              

2023 EVENTS       www.bodminairfield.com  

January 1st (Sun) New Year Day’s Fly-in at the UK’s 1st AeroECOfield.  

April 22nd (Sat) TOPNAV Competition. Local SW area and a lot of fun so come and join us. 

May 13th & 14th Vintage Aircraft Club (VAC) Fly-in (Music & Poetry on Saturday evening)  

June 3rd (Sat)  Ladies Day Fly-in. Remember Bessie Coleman, 1st African American lady pilot 

July 15th & 16th  Grasshopper Gathering - an L-Birds event. (Military Wings & Wheels)                             
& 20th Anniversary of our Bodmin based SKY4 pilot aircraft covers company. 

July 30th (Sun) Lundy Sunday - 23 years since the first Lundy Fly-in. – PPR essential.   

August 19th (Sat) Cornish Pasty Fly-in & Kernow Kapers Fun Day Cornwall Air Ambulance  

September 9th (Sat) Cornwall Strut Fly-in. The perfect end of season meeting for us all.  

 

Our Diner 31 cafe is open for food and drinks all year round. 

 

Tiger Moth & Stearman Flights have yet to be added plus the Car Club Days are also 
missing from the plan – so watch the website www.bodminairfield.com  

All events are supported by the Cornwall Flying Club and the Cornwall Strut of the LAA. 

                                         

Pete White —  AEROCLUB & Events Director 01752 406660--07805 805679--pete@aeronca.co.uk 


