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All systems go for summer
By Darren Fern
What a glorious end to a busy month! I managed
to do more ﬂying in the last two weeks of March
than in the previous three months, although it was
a bit windy and bumpy at ?mes. I even had ?me to
get the barbeque going!
There has been a lot of ac?vity at the airﬁeld, with
all three club aircraD up and running. G-EGLA has
been re-trimmed and now ﬂies beJer than ever,
and G-BNSM is also ﬂying beau?fully. The RV12
con?nues to ﬂy more oDen, and is becoming the
busiest aircraD in the ﬂeet. We remain hopeful
that we will add a second, brand new RV12 in the
next couple of months. Roger Davis, Howard
Fawkes and their colleagues have been busy
upgrading our facili?es. The gents loo is ﬁnished
and look fabulous. Howard has repaired the
leaking guJering in the main hangar, and it now
works perfectly. As you can read within, it was no
small task, as it involved surveying the roof beams,
working out high and low spots, and jacking up the
en?re roof in order to ensure a constant 1:500
incline to allow the water to drain properly. The
electrical isola?on of Hangar 3 is complete, and
involved re-wiring a lot of the site. Hangar 3 is now

safe for demoli?on, and we are just wai?ng for the
Loss Adjusters to choose which quote to accept.
We are taking the opportunity to put in a threephase electrical supply running towards the car
park in order to facilitate installa?on of car
charging points in the future.
We are awai?ng delivery of a new mower that we
can tow behind the airﬁeld ‘u?lity vehicle’ and
expect this to be here in a couple of weeks. Our

Airborne at last!

reputa?on as a ‘green airﬁeld’ con?nues to grow, with
Jay Gates and Pete White involved in giving talks to a
wide audience who appreciate our work, and wish to
emulate it.
Andy Wilkins has moved his own avia?on business
(Virtual Jet Centre) to Dunkeswell, and he also advised
that he is nego?a?ng the poten?al of taking on the
management of their ﬂying school. As a consequence,
he is no longer available to work as an instructor at
Bodmin. We have a new, very experienced instructor
joining the team, Martyn Skeer, Olly Smith is back
from his Antarc?c expedi?on, and Nick ChiJenden is

Cornwall at its best
also able to help ﬁll in.
The clocks have changed to Bri?sh Summer Time, and
we are keen to extend our opening hours to take
advantage. Ini?ally, we have decided to re-introduce
late ﬂying on Wednesday evenings. We will have
instructors available, the kitchen/barbeque area will
be open, and Bruce is also arranging an informal ﬂight
training update programme for those of us who could
beneﬁt from his exper?se. Please come along and
support these evening sessions– they are an ideal
opportunity to get some mid-week ﬂying in… if they
are successful, we could roll them out more regularly.
Our busy social programme is about to swing into
ac?on, with our ﬁrst event on Saturday 2nd April; it
will be a great celebra?on of vintage and aeroba?c
aircraD, combined with a mee?ng of the Porsche
Owners’ Club. It promises to be a great day!

Onwards and upwards

New Flying Order Book
By CFI Bruce Abbo.
There’s a new Flying Order Book coming into force on
2nd April 2022. It’s not on the best seller list or likely to
keep you on the edge of your seat but it is essen?al
reading. This manual has been wriJen to provide
guidance and advice for all pilots opera?ng out of
Bodmin Airﬁeld and so the CommiJee has asked that
all pilots read and sign the book before their ﬁrst ﬂight
aDer April 2nd. Signing the book will conﬁrm you have
read and understand the contents and your
responsibili?es.
As the UK moved from our independent authority, the
CAA, to JAR to EASA and now back to UK CAA, many
regula?ons have been introduced, amended or
rescinded. At the end of the day every pilot must be
aware of the regula?ons regarding general ﬂight
opera?ons, licensing and medical regula?ons.
Ignorance is no defence. The Flying Order Book also
provides general advice regarding performance,
limita?ons, noise abatement and other useful
informa?on. There are references in the book that all
pilots should become familiar with, and to assist with
this I shall be star?ng a series of evening presenta?ons

Sign before you fly
to bring enlightenment.
My evening presenta?ons will start Wednesday 4th
May, coinciding with late opening during the summer. I
shall give presenta?ons on every third Wednesday
evening aDer 4th May. Other members, staﬀ or guests
shall give presenta?ons on published Wednesday
evenings between my presenta?ons. The
presenta?ons will be open to all members and guests
and will be in the clubhouse with the bar open for
business. I shall start with a general update of all
licensing, recency requirements and medical
requirements and then look at basic Dead Reckoning
Naviga?on. If any members would like any
presenta?on on any par?cular subject aDer that please
let me know. Safe ﬂying.

Farewell to Gentleman John
By Reg Stainer, Penguin Group
The death of John WaJs has robbed Cornwall
Flying Club of a true gentleman, a good friend and
a careful and me?culous pilot whose approach to
ﬂying was an example to us all.
Since I ﬁrst met John during my pilot training in
1993 I have ﬂown with him many, many ?mes, and
he was the most conscien?ous and painstaking
pilot I have ever met. John did all the things we’re
supposed to do, but don’t – and more besides.
From ﬂight planning to emergency procedures his
airmanship was impeccable, and watching him ﬂy
was a lesson in itself. Outside the cockpit he was a
special friend, full of kindnesses large and small,
and in all the years I knew him, he never had a bad
word to say about anyone.
Back in 1996 John and I were members of the
Penguin Group, which then owned G-BBKU, a
Cessna 150 Aerobat in which we ﬂew many happy
hours together. Unlike me, John was happy to try
aeroba?cs, but when he sold his share in 2001 he
purchased a Cessna C172, G-BBFF, and we ﬂew all
around the West Country together. John would
plan every ﬂight pa?ently and would arrive with
all the informa?on he needed, or might need,
printed out and readily accessible. He would
understand his ﬂight plan in detail, he would not
only have got the weather but would have studied
it and worked out exactly what it meant for every
stage of the ﬂight, and he would have planned
diversions and emergency procedures for every
eventuality. His walk-round and pre-ﬂight checks
were exhaus?ve and strict; if the DI was one degree
out, it wasn’t good enough. Flying with him ﬁlled me
with conﬁdence – not something I can say about
every pilot. When John George asked me who he
might learn most from ﬂying with, I had no hesita?on
in sugges?ng John.
When John sold FF and bought another beau?fully
equipped C172, G-BXOI, we had many more
memorable ﬂights. One of the best was in June 2013
when we ﬂew to Carmarthen, on to Glenforsa on the
island of Mull and up the Great Glen to Inverness,
then on to Kirkwall in the Orkneys before returning
to Glenforsa next day.
On another occasion we went to Paris for two days
before returning via the Channel Islands. John was
also ready to join any of the Cornwall Flying Club ﬂyouts organised by Rod Dix and the late Kelvin
Freeman – such wonderful ?mes.

John with Corinne and his immaculate C172

John was willing to help anyone. I had arranged to
ﬂy my sister to Waterford to visit a sick rela?ve, but
unfortunately G-BYNK went out of service. John
immediately said it was no problem – he would ﬂy
us there. Many ?mes he has helped us when we
took BYNK to St Athan for repairs, taking us there or
bringing us back. He was always on the lookout for a
bit of IMC so he could prac?ce his instrument ﬂying,
and again, he approached the job me?culously –
even down to having a laminated chart of his cloudbreak procedure at Bodmin, where he’d approach
down the north coast and set his QFE over the sea,
and have his height and distance to the airﬁeld in
graphic form as he approached. John’s ambi?on had
been to join the RAF, but his father died when he
was young and in 1958 he was forced to take over
the family butcher’s shop in Rock. He recalled that
when he started, rump steak was 25p a pound and

the shop delivered meat all around
the district. The quality of WaJs’
Butchers meant that while other such
shops fell by the wayside, John’s
business not only survived but
thrived, overcoming the advent of
ready meals, the supermarket threat,
the beginning of direct sales from
Wadebridge abaJoir and many other
threats to small businesses. In fact,
next year marks the centenary of the
business, which was started by John’s
grandfather. What a pity John will not
John flying the kids on a FOG day
be here to see it.
John thought long and hard before
selling G-BXOI – he always thought
of the ﬂight and some items that I hadn’t come
hard before making any decision – and he wanted
across before – pre take-oﬀ, he evaluated out loud
to do any demo ﬂights himself. I think he
the op?ons for an engine failure on take-oﬀ
recognised that the years were catching up with
including: ‘this is the fuel switch, if we crash your
him, and his standards were so high that he didn’t
job is to turn it oﬀ’. Pre-descent – ‘check for carbon
want to be anything less than 100 percent. He was
monoxide’ – which is clever, as the eﬀects of CO
always sprightly, a great walker, hard to keep up
will worsen as you descend and the pressure
with, but aDer he fell oﬀ a ladder when cuqng his
increases, and if there is CO coming from a source it
hedge last year he never got back to his old self.
is only likely to get worse. Is the CO check part of
As well as being the kind of pilot we should all
your FREDA check?
aspire to be, he was such a lovely man, one of the
John was very proud of his IR(R) ra?ng and once he
best, and he will be greatly missed.
knew I was going down the same road he sent me
his crib notes for working out quickly how to join an
NDB hold and other quick calculators for ILS
“It is diﬃcult to imagine a more generous, nice,
approaches. In November I exchanged a few texts
man. As with many in the club, my ﬁrst experience
with him, but it was impossible to get him to come
with John was ?me spent ﬂying with him to collect
ﬂying or spend ?me with me due to his COPD being
my plane from Lee-on-Solent, a trip which he
so diﬃcult to deal with. His con?nual coughing was
undertook with great enthusiasm. He was a really
causing him real issues, and he told me several
careful pilot with a small checklist for every phase
?mes that he thought he was on his way out… hard
to hear, and very sad to see that he was
right.”
Mar:n Parker

Other voices…

“So saddened to hear of John’s passing.
He was a dear man. My memories of
him include his charm and gentlemanly
behaviour. So evident in the many
hours we ﬂew together on missions
such as visi?ng Aero Expos around
England. John mentored me, as he did
many others, using his vast knowledge
and experience. He was an inspiring
aviator and valued friend. I will miss
him terribly.” Andrew Turner

John relaxing on Glenforsa

“I knew John well from the ?me I came
to be an instructor at the Club twenty
odd years ago. Despite his considerable
business success and a great deal of
ﬂying as a PPL, I suspect he was a liJle
jealous of my ?me as a pilot in the RAF,

as that had originally been his preferred career
choice. We ﬂew together several ?mes over the
years and his enthusiasm for modern avionics and
their correct use was always clearly evident. He was
also a great help to our mutual friend John George
as he developed his ﬂying career, with the three of
us together aJending a course on the Garmin
G1000 equipment which John George had ﬁJed to
the C172 he purchased aDer comple?ng his IMC
training with me. Indeed I believe that this was the
ﬁrst 172 in the UK to have a G1000 ﬁJed. Since John
sold his aircraD we spoke regularly on the phone so
that he could keep up with news of ac?vi?es at the
Club and report to me what he had seen on
FlightRadar24 of John George’s ﬂights around UK
and Europe. Sadly, in recent weeks, it had become
clear that his health was failing and the last ?me I
phoned his son had to take the call. John had an
enduring passion for ﬂying and always maintained a
most thoughvul and safe approach to all that he
did. He set a ﬁne example and will be much missed.”
Terry Earl
“John WaJs was a gentleman in the old fashioned
sense of the word. I had the pleasure to ﬂy with him
in the Top Nav Compe??on soon aDer I joined
Cornwall Flying Club. We were both somewhat
surprised to ﬁnd ourselves teamed up and
‘volunteered’ by Pete White’s powers of persuasion,
but John’s courtesy and considera?on quickly
ensured that we made for a happy team. Not only
was his ﬂying reassuringly accurate but he went out
of his way to make sure I was comfortable and that I
enjoyed my ﬂight in his immaculate aircraD. It was
far more to the credit of his accurate ﬂying than my
own naviga?on that, much to our surprise, we
turned out to be the winners. I am very glad to have
this happy memory of Gentleman John.” Corinne
Dennis
“As well as being the kind of pilot we should all
aspire to be, he was such a lovely man, one of the
best, and he will be greatly missed. Like many
others I have fond memories of John (and Jean
before she passed). John was the most me?culous
of private pilots who always went to great lengths to
fully understand his ﬂight plan, get a measure of the
weather and plan for emergencies. I always had a
great respect for John because of this. Another ﬁne
individual has leD us.” Rod Dix

*John’s funeral will be at Glynn Valley
Crematorium on Monday April 11th at 15:30

Colin Gates 1931 - 2022
Hard on the heels of losing his wife Melody at
Christmas, Airﬁeld Manager Jay Gates suﬀered a new
heartbreak this month when his father Colin died one
day short of his 91st birthday.The funeral of Colin
Gates, who lived with Jay at Liskeard, was held at
Glynn Valley Crematorium on March 17th in the
presence of many Club members. Arfur Bryant
performed a ﬂy-over salute in G-EGLA before the
service, while Rod Bellamy also said an aerial farewell
in his Citabria.
The service was graced by an Honour Guard from the
Royal Bri?sh Legion, of which Colin Gates was an
Honorary Life Vice-President – something Jay did not
know – and the County standard was trimmed with
black mourning ribbons.
Colin Gates did his Na?onal Service with a close
friend, Terry Parsons, who later changed his name to
MaJ Monro and had a successful singing career – his
record Born Free was played at the service. Colin
spent 30 years in the Army, the highlight of which was
his annual pilgrimage to Nepal, where he sat in full
uniform at a table under an acacia tree for ten hours
a day, handing pension money to old Gurkhas, mostly
Second World War veterans, who walked out of the
mountains – one pensioner walked for seven days just
to reach the bus stop. A Gurkha kukri presented to
Colin for his services was on display at the
crematorium.
ADer leaving the Army Colin served as accountant
and non-execu?ve Director of the Royal Bri?sh
Legion, and in re?rement he was Honorary Treasurer
of the Legion in Lancashire.

After the fire, dealing with the flood
By Howard Fawkes
For more years than I care to remember
we’ve had a problem with water ingress
Owen, Jake and Michael go to work
at the back of the main hangars,
stemming from leaks in the wide guJer
which runs across the building between
the two roofs. Many aJempts have been
made to ﬁx it, and a couple of years ago
Roger Davis even relined the whole length
of the guJer, but whatever was done, the
leaks could not be stopped.
Just before the Covid disrup?on began we
spoke to a rooﬁng expert who quoted us a
frightening price to replace the guJer,
which is no simple task – it’s a heavy steel
moulding which is actually a structural
member, and moving it risked
compromising the en?re building, which
is of course the old Newton AbboJ bus
garage, brought to Bodmin and re-erected
in the 1970s.
Cas?ng around for alterna?ves I spoke to
point where the guJer was far from level – in fact
my nephew Owen Jeﬀeries, a carpenter working in
there was a diﬀerence of up to 75mm in places, so
the construc?on industry, and he came along with a
the water was pooling in depressions and spilling
laser measuring system and did a full day-long survey
over the sides into the hangar.
of the hangar. It transpired that the years of
The steel guJer sits on massive ?mber beams a foot
seJlement meant the steel had deformed to the
square, and there are 13 trusses
across the hangar. The guJer itself
looks a liJle the worse for
corrosion, but it is in fact perfectly
sound and did not need to be
repaired. Owen’s sons Jake and
Michael calculated where and by
how much we’d have to liD the
guJer to get it level, and we had
steel packing plates made to do the
job. We had planned to get the
work done before the winter, but
then of course we had the Hangar 3
ﬁre, and that knocked us back
several months. But in March we
were ﬁnally able to get to work, and
the job was completed in a day.
We emp?ed the aircraD out of the
hangar and liDed the guJer with
Up to 75mm of packing was needed
Acro jacks, sliding the steel packing

in according to the laser-derived
calcula?ons. When the job was
ﬁnished we ended up with a uniform
one-in-500 drop from front to back,
and the leakage problem should be
solved.
I say ‘should’ because two of the big
?mber beams have been par?cularly
wet for many years and we’ll have to
see what transpires as they dry out.
They look perfectly sound, but you
can never tell. Watch this space.
Roger Davis and I are now planning to
install a proper drain outside the back
of the hangar to carry the water down
to the soakaway under the apron.
As far as the Hangar 3 ﬁre recovery

Cable trench digging begins

Old foam from a previous repair

Hangar 3 is now safe for demoli?on. We have
narrowed down the number of poten?al demoli?on
contractors to two, and have submiJed their
es?mates to the loss adjustor for a decision.
As ever, we must work at a pace dictated by our
insurers, and they have they own procedures which
some?mes seem to us to create frustra?ng delays,
but we must proceed according to their
requirements. Another problem is the fact that
everyone in the construc?on industry is very busy at
the moment, so there may well be further delays
before we can get the actual demoli?on work done.
But we keep plugging away, and we’ll get there in
the end.

work goes, we took a big step forward
on March 11th when Western Power’s
contractor Kier came to dig a trench
to reroute the main power supply
cable from the ﬁre-damaged hangar
into Hangar 2. Luckily (for our insurers
anyway) the main cable was liDed
undamaged, and as Roger Davis and I
had mounted all the necessary
switchgear on the Hangar 2 wall
several days before Kier came to do
the digging, it was a simple maJer to
get everything hooked up, and the
electricity supply was oﬀ only brieﬂy.
This work means, of course, that
Ready for the big switch-on

Good, and getting better…
By Jay Gates

litres of UL91. The ﬁgure for 2018 was 1,650 litres, in
2019 it was 3,320 litres, 2020 recorded 1,420 litres
and 2021 a mere 490 litres – again, the last two years
being Covid aﬀected. Fuel prices are s?ll very vola?le,
with no signs of a slowdown in price increases
despite the Chancellor’s interven?on. While we are
s?ll the cheapest fuel in Cornwall and compare well
to many airﬁelds up country, we cannot guarantee
yet that the price of avgas will not top £2 per litre, as

Whisper it soDly lest we tempt fate, but we’ve had
some uncommonly decent weather in March, done
lots of ﬂying, welcomed visitors from distant parts,
sold an encouraging amount of fuel and even sent two
students oﬀ on their ﬁrst solos… is it a hiatus between
storms, or are we out of the winter woods and
coas?ng downhill into summer?
All three club aircraD are opera?onal, we’ve
made room in the hangar for a rare new
resident aircraD, the clocks have gone
forward, the ﬂowers are out, the birds are
singing and the men’s lavatory has been
upgraded so you wouldn’t know you weren’t
in Claridges. Memories of 70-knot storms
with silly names are receding into the winter
mists as we look ahead to the broad sunlit
uplands of a stonking ﬂying season.
Forgive me if I discreetly touch my lucky
rabbit’s foot at this point, because you can
never forget we’re in the avia?on business,
and this ?me next week I could be digging
the airﬁeld lamb out of a snowdriD. But we
Castle Air A109 in for a compass swing
can permit ourselves to muJer the cau?ous
mantra of the op?mist – so far, so good.
As of the 29th March the number of
it seems to have done almost everywhere else in
movements at Bodmin stood at 477, which is
Britain. Pu?n’s imperial adventures in Ukraine are
excellent. By comparison in March 2018 we had 203
making fuel prices ﬂuctuate wildly and may yet s?ll
movements, in 2019 we had 358, in 2020 206 and last
put us under more pressure if that conﬂict gets
year only 105 – both Covid aﬀected. (Touches rabbit’s
dragged out.
foot again). The fuel sales ﬁgures follow a similar
The pleasant weather in March meant that the longposi?ve trend. We had dispensed 4,220 litres up to
awaited ‘out of state’ visitors started to make an
th
the 29 March, which includes an excellent 1,010
appearance at the airﬁeld. As well as our
regulars from Dunkeswell, Perranporth,
Roche, Culdrose and Truro, we welcomed
visitors from Weston Zoyland in Somerset,
Rochester in Kent, Popham and Basingstoke
in Hampshire, Halfpenny Green and Abbots
Bromley in Staﬀordshire, and from Cranﬁeld
in Bedfordshire. Our ﬁxed-wing star of the
month was another RAF C-130J Hercules
conduc?ng a low approach and go-around
on the 16th. Military training has ramped up
in March as a result of the Ukraine invasion,
and we have seen an upsurge in low level
ﬂying by every sec?on of the military.
Our rotary visitors did not disappoint either,
with two holidaying Robinson R44s arriving
to take fuel whilst en route home to Frome
in Somerset, and to Liverpool. We also had
Air Ambulance back in service

another visit from an execu?ve Agusta A109SP
helicopter from Castle Air, arriving to conduct a safety
compass swing. The Royal Navy paid us four evening
visits in the month, with their Merlin helicopters
conduc?ng essen?al night vision goggles training, and
we also had a ﬂee?ng visit from the Devon and

Rod and Martin in the jungle

Cornwall Police EC145 helicopter. The most pleasing
sight was the Cornwall Air Ambulance AW169
helicopter arriving on the 30th to conduct a post
maintenance compass swing. She has been oﬀ
line now for a number of months undergoing a
major check at Castle Air, and a smaller Castle
Air A109 has been opera?ng the HEMS service
in her place.
As reported last month, we had an incident
with a PA28 from North Lincolnshire not quite
making the runway, but landing 50 metres short
of the airﬁeld boundary. Rod Bellamy, Bruce
Keeping and Mar?n Herrington were contracted
by the insurers to eﬀect the recovery of the
aircraD. They cut a passage through the thick
gorse on the northwest boundary and
successfully brought the aircraD back onto the
airﬁeld. It is now stored at Bodmin un?l the
insurers determine the next step for the

baJered aircraD. The gap in the perimeter will soon
be ﬁlled by our fencing councillor, Greg Tucker, who
will reinstate a stock-proof fence to ensure that no
more local sheep make their way onto the airﬁeld
from that direc?on.
Our training programme has been going on at such a
pace in the good weather that the 50 ﬂying
hours of G-EGLA were run down in less than
six weeks, and she is shortly due to go back to
Stefan Heale at St. Merryn for her 150 hour
service. G-CJIC had her second EGT probe
ﬁJed, and Rod Bellamy and Bruce Keeping
completed her 100 hour service, under Stefan
Heale’s banner. Now with G-BNSM back in
the fold we have made a start on whiJling
down the training backlog and geqng our
students back into the air, which has gone a
long way towards making March a successful
month. Two students were able to achieve
their ﬁrst solos. One was Guy Hooper, a
doctor at Treliske Hospital. Guy had actually
gone solo once before, at Bristol, but that was
over six years ago, and he was forced to
suspend his ﬂight training un?l now. He had to redo

So near yet so far

some of his ini?al training, and Arfur Bryant
sent him up on his own on March 24th. A very
ﬁrst ﬁrst solo was achieved by Will Sivam,
who only recently turned 16. Will has been
wai?ng for a while to go solo, and was ﬁnally
able to reach that milestone on March 28th,
again under the watchful eye of Arfur Bryant.
A number of new owners have joined the
club recently and have brought their aircraD
to Bodmin. Mark Williams, who recently
moved down to the St. Austell area, brought
his new aircraD in from Wellesbourne in
Warwickshire on the 27th. His pride and joy is
not your run of the mill aircraD either, but a

Proper job

rare Bri?sh aircraD – a 1984 Norman NAC-1 Series 180
Freelance, originally known as a BN-3 Nymph. The
Norman in the name is that of Desmond Norman, of
BriJen-Norman Islander fame, and G-NACI is one of

One of a kind, the NAC 1

only a few ever built. It’s a beefy STOL machine, and a
previous owner sensibly replaced the original 115hp
engine with a 180 hp version – it looks like it would
have struggled on the lower power.
In the clubhouse, Roger Davis has completed the
refurbishment of the men’s lavatory. The work
included raising the ceiling, redecora?ng the walls,
new wall ?ling all around, new ﬂooring, new modern
toilet furniture and sinks, new doors and signage, and
new electric hand dryers. All in all, the new facili?es
are a superb addi?on to the clubhouse. Well done
and many thanks, Roger.
Outside the clubhouse, the lights that illuminate the
pathway leading from the clubhouse to the car park
have all been replaced so that we’ll have safe ligh?ng
for our late evening ﬂying programme and events in
the clubhouse. Around the hangars, Howard Fawkes
and Roger have been busy, as you see from a separate
ar?cle in this newsleJer.

Will Sivam achieves his first solo

The joyful signs of spring are all around us. The ﬁrst
of the small wildﬂowers, for which the airﬁeld is
becoming well known, have shown their colourful
heads, with dog violets and germander speedwell
ﬂowering on the bank and pathway margins leading
up to the clubhouse. But the colour gold dominates
the airﬁeld at the moment – the gorse is in full
bloom, and many varie?es of wild daﬀodils crowd the
approach road, the car park and the 31 taxiway.
Joining them around the airﬁeld perimeter, along the
approach road, the runway 31 bank, the car park
margins and in every nook and cranny are masses of
bright yellow wild primroses.
I have to admit the weather wasn’t perfect in March
– it’s only by comparison with previous months that it
stands out. We did have an unnamed storm at the
start of the month, with a maximum recorded gust of
47 knots, which equates to a Strong Gale Force 9, and
on arriving at the airﬁeld in the morning it was
obvious that the southerly windsock pole, aDer being
pummelled through the winter with some of the
strongest winds in decades, was weakened to the

Arfur sends Guy Hooper solo
point that it snapped oﬀ overnight. The break
point was fortuitous as it meant that Roger Davis
could simply remove the broken end of the pole
from the cuﬀ, reinsert the remaining pole, drill
bolt holes through it, and bolt it back to the cuﬀ.
The northerly windsock received a large tear in
the same storm. A new windsock is in stock, and
so it will be replaced shortly.
PreJy much most of the country is running to
near-average rainfall, with the odd excep?on. As
of March 30th we have recorded just over 102% of
average rainfall, with our neighbours to the east,
Dunkeswell, recording 101% of average, and
Culdrose in the west recording 104%. The weJest
repor?ng sta?on in the whole of the UK was
LoDus, in North Yorkshire which recorded just

118% of the March average, with the driest in the UK
being Capel Curig in North Wales, repor?ng just 31%
of average. The lack of rainfall in Cornwall in February,
together with an average month in March, is mirrored
in the level of Colliford Lake, which was only 79% full

pollinators. As a result, Pete White was asked to give
the same talk to the LAA Strut Leaders event at
Turweston (see story in this newsleJer) and the East
Midlands Strut has asked me to give the full one
hour talk to their members in April. It seems that
they are not the only ones interested in hearing it.
In a similar vein to the eco-airﬁeld issue, this year is
the Pla?num Jubilee, and one of the events is the
Queen’s Green Canopy, which encourages people to
plant trees to assist with biodiversity, and to make
green spaces greener. Bodmin Airﬁeld has joined the
event, and I collected no fewer than 55 tree saplings
from Bodmin Town Council to plant around the

Gents fit for human habitation

by March 20th. All other Devon and Cornwall
reservoirs are at between 99% and 100% full. At the
same point in 2021, Colliford Lake was at 94%
capacity.
The spring ﬂower show is par?cularly enjoyable as
Bodmin Airﬁeld con?nues to be the trailblazer in the
na?onal eco-airﬁeld arena, aJrac?ng aJen?on not
only na?onally but interna?onally. I was invited to be
a speaker at the Annual YES conference, which is the
Youth Educa?on Service of the LAA, and gave my talk
over Zoom on how Bodmin has become a rare
tradi?onal hay meadow and a place where avia?on
and ecology co-exist, assis?ng endangered

Enjoy it while it lasts

Golden gorse everywhere

airﬁeld. The saplings are a variety of crab apple,
blackthorn, hawthorn, rowan and birch.
Finally, don’t forget that the Covid BA.2 variant is s?ll
infec?ng people at an alarming rate, despite its
apparently mild symptoms compared to earlier killer
variants. A number of members have reported that
they have caught this variant, so cau?on is s?ll
required. So, it’s stuck record ?me again! Please
con?nue to follow simple rules when at the airﬁeld.
If you do need to enter the clubhouse, complete the
‘Track and Trace’ form on the table immediately
inside the door on the leD, un?l told otherwise, and
use the hand sani?zer provided on every table and
in the toilets. Consider wearing a mask whenever
you have to enter the clubhouse, unless you are
exempt. If you are in any doubt about your own
health you should not come to the airﬁeld, but
should phone NHS Direct on 119 to seek guidance.
The simple message is s?ll eﬀec?ve, despite the end
of restric?ons. WASH HANDS, COVER FACE, MAKE
SPACE. Stay safe.

Think Bodmin,
think flying
It’s oﬃcial! Bodmin Airﬁeld is one of the icons of
Bodmin promoted in a marvellous new mural in the
centre of town designed by a young ar?st with a
brief to develop a ‘brand’ for the community.
Digital media student (and Bodmin resident) Sam
Bellenger has created the mural on a gable end
overlooking the big roundabout below St Petroc’s
Church, and it features all the elements that give
Bodmin its character. Bracketed by the church on

Horror and joy
Panic clutches at the heart of this poor passenger as
he realises his pilot has nodded oﬀ at the s?ck –
easily done on a sunny spring day with an Auster
engine thrumming soporiﬁcally. With great presence
of mind, Mar?n Pengelly saved the situa?on by
digging his sleeping companion Richard Saw in the
ribs aDer quickly taking this embarrassing selﬁe.
The pilot having a ball in the picture at right, Nick

the leD and the clock tower on the right, they
include the Bodmin & Wenford steam railway, the
Shire Hall, the Gilbert Monument on The Beacon
and the Cheesewring. An astronomer with a
telescope tes?ﬁes to Bodmin Moor’s ‘dark sky’
status, while cyclists represent the Camel Trail – and
above it all soars a balloon and a light aircraD
towing a banner reading ‘Explore Bodmin’,
testament to our posi?on as one of the salient
features of the town. Looks like the RV12, you’d say.
The colourful ‘scenescape’ mural enlivens an
otherwise unremarkable corner, and its cons?tuent
parts will be appearing on informa?on boards all
over Bodmin. Congratula?ons to Sam Bellenger and
the team behind the project for puqng general
avia?on ﬁrmly on the Bodmin map.

ChiJenden, is in fact hard at work, having poled his
Global 6000 to the Maldives where he is forced to
take a speedboat to a distant island for a couple of
days of kicking his heels. How he must miss Bodmin.
Truly, life for the jet charter pilot is no bed of roses.

2022 and the
kids are back
By Pete White
I for one have thoroughly missed our FOG events and
the visits to Bodmin Airﬁeld by schools and other
children’s organisa?ons. Their presence provides us all
with much joy and they are, aDer all tomorrow’s adults
needing an insight into the world of avia?on. 2022 has
started oﬀ well with the previously reported visit by
youngsters from South Petherwin Primary School on
February 2nd and since then we have had two visits by a
local child minder with her young charges.
Kerrie Clark is an ex teacher from St Neots who now
enjoys looking aDer young children while their parents

when we will need both pilots and ground crew to help
get our visi?ng Bader Braves aloD. DBF organises the
Bader Braves, young disabled children from Cornwall,
who will be looked aDer and ﬂown by volunteers
mustered by FOG. If you want to join the team please
contact me – pete@aeronca.co.uk, 01752 406660

are working, and she ﬁrst contacted me on World Book
Day to ask if she could visit the airﬁeld to read a story to
her children. Earlier in the day the young souls had
been lucky enough to have enjoyed stories in a ﬁre
engine and then a police car and next on the list was to
have a story in an aeroplane. ADer a tour of the hangars
the youngsters were nestled into Aeronca G-IVOR to
complete the day’s programme of stories for Book Day.
The following Thursday Kerrie rang me and by popular
demand our young future ﬂyers were back at the
airﬁeld and this ?me the weather was a liJle warmer so
they took advantage of the new outside sea?ng area
which proved ideal for viewing the aircraD taxing to
RW31. Great fun for all!
On both occasions the children’s parents collected their
oﬀspring from our car park and this gave me an ideal
opportunity to ‘spread the word’ about our great liJle
airﬁeld and invite them to visit whenever they wished
and especially on event days.
Our next planned event for FOG is to host a ﬂying day
for the Douglas Bader Founda?on on Saturday July 16th

Bodmin eco-field
enthuses LAA
strut leaders

Next on the agenda was me, to present a power
point presenta?on put together by our ECO guru Jay
Gates and en?tled, ‘How Green is Your Airﬁeld’. The
story of how our liJle airﬁeld has now become the
na?onal talking point and in fact should I add, an
interna?onal talking point, is simply tremendous and
it has created so much interest. My talk went far

By Pete White
The LAA Strut Leader’s Seminar at the LAA HQ,
Turweston Aerodrome, near Brackley took place on
Saturday March 26th 2022 and was a welcome return
to mee?ng ‘face to face’ for the Strut chairmen and
coordinators. ADer several ZOOM encounters which
certainly kept up a con?nuity, it was we felt a more
produc?ve mee?ng with a return to the camaraderie
and banter that we had all missed. The ini?al
gathering over coﬀee and biscuits enabled us to catch
up with old faces and meet new ones before the LAA
CEO, Steve Slater, formally welcomed us and gave us
the current posi?on of our organisa?on and then
showed us the new LAA workshop. This workshop
will be used for the growing amount of aircraD
maintenance and building courses that are now on
oﬀer by the LAA to its members.
Board member and Devon Strut chairman, David
Millin, con?nued the mee?ng and emphasised the
need to grow our Struts and especially to try and
focus on the younger members as the demographic
of our members is certainly gaining in age. We do
need to bring in more young people to balance up
the age range and to recruit for those souls that fall
oﬀ the end of the perch.
Sue Stowe, who assists Harry Hopkins with the LAA
awards, listed and described what was available to be
presented to worthy candidates for their endeavours.
The forthcoming Scoqsh Tour was then
enthusias?cally detailed by organiser Neil Wilson
before the seminar broke for a very welcome lunch.
Having had a light breakfast at just aDer 05.00 the
lunch went down a treat...thanks Steve.
The Youth Educa?on Support Strut president Stewart
Luck was up next and gave a full and well illustrated
presenta?on to all of the seated delegates and those
that had joined for the day by ZOOM.
Our Bodmin based FOG charity is aﬃliated to YES and
is just a small part of the na?onal coverage of youth
ac?vi?es that YES encompasses which include
everything from ‘Pedal ‘Planes’ to Build A ‘Plane
projects built and in progress by schools, colleges and
youth organisa?ons. To fully understand the work
that has been and is being done by this body of
volunteers you simply need to view the web site
www.yesﬂyers.org.uk.

Botanists collecting seeds on the airfield
beJer than I had envisaged and longer than our
hosts had allowed for, because of the ques?ons and
genuine fascina?on of the subject. Jay, we need
beehives now!
I was prised oﬀ the stage to allow Anne Hughes to
update us on her very popular LAA magazine feature,
Struts4U, which follows the Struts and Type Club
ac?vi?es month by month. Following on was a
general discussion and networking session which
seemed to be predominately centred on Bodmin
Airﬁeld and its ac?vi?es, so my thoughts of leaving
early for the long journey home was scuppered.
Seminars of this nature are so worthwhile for we all
gain so much from it and it has also given us the
opportunity to spread the word about the UK’s ﬁrst
Aero ECO Field – Bodmin.
*For inspira,on, have a look at this YouTube video:
hJps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKexrRo4kLo

Rare Southern Marsh Orchids at Bodmin

Musings from the maintenance hangar
How to brake
By Stefan Heale
The basic laws of physics dictate that if suﬃcient
brake pressure is applied to stop an aircraD when it is
rolling, that pressure will be more than adequate to
prevent the aircraD rolling away from the stopped
posi?on. The 172/182 park brake handle confers an
excessive mechanical advantage to the brake
mechanism as the handle is of a size which allows a
full ﬁst full of grip. G-EGLA has just had the park brake
repaired at the enormous cost of over £500, nearly
£400 in parts alone!
When you want to park the aircraD, please bring it to
a halt with gentle pressure on the toe brakes, then
holding just that pressure with your feet, pull the
handle just enough to take up the slack, with the
handle ver?cal. Two ﬁngers should be enough.
When you want to move the aircraD again, put your
feet on the toe brakes GENTLY and rotate the park
brake handle an?-clockwise to the horizontal posi?on
and allow it to retract. The park brake handle should
never be moved unless you are seated in the P1 seat.
The lazy way of just reaching into the cockpit from
outside the aircraD and pulling the handle places
unnecessary wear on the components because of the
inevitable side loads placed on the shaD.

Handle - with sensitivity

Propeller care

Top tips on prop care

“Taxiing over loose gravel or cinders should be done
at low engine speed with the yoke held back to avoid
abrasion and stone damage to the propeller ?ps.
Full throJle run-ups over loose gravel are especially
harmful to propeller ?ps. When take-oﬀs must be
made over a gravel surface, it is important that the
throJle be advanced slowly. This allows the aircraD
to start rolling before high RPM is developed, and
the gravel will be blown back of the propeller (sic)
rather than pulled into it.”
This was reproduced from Cessna Owner’s Manual
D616-13 RAND-300 8/74 but applies equally to all
propeller-driven aircraD.
There is no such surface as ‘gravel-free tarmac’.
If a maximum sta?c RPM test is desired, rather than
a check of maximum power early in the take-oﬀ run,
it may be safer to use a grass surface for this test.

Doing it green side up

Tad high on finals there, Hoskins

By Pat Malone
It’s six years since our much-loved Robin 2160
G-OCFC ran oﬀ the end of runway 31 and into
history. Since then we’ve not had an aeroba?c
aircraD at the Club’s disposal, although there have
been several false starts in our aJempts to get our
hands on one.
The subject is always in our minds as Bodmin used to
be a hotbed of aeroba?cs, with regular
compe??ons ﬂown here and a number of
accomplished champions in membership.
Howard Fawkes, who used to be an
aeroba?cs instructor, even made up a
forma?on pair with a former member,
Nigel Hall, in a couple of Cessna 150
Aerobats, and he comes across all wisvul
when the subject comes up. As well as
compe?ng at home, he and Nigel ﬂew all
over the country giving displays at car
meets, beachfront events and shows.
Their history goes back to 1982 when the
Penguin Group, which now operates the
Robin HR200 G-BYNK, bought its ﬁrst
aircraD, a Cessna 150 Aerobat, G-BAPH.
The following year, with the help of a

re?red RAF instructor John McLean and aeroba?cs
enthusiast Marcus Edwards – both members of the
Rothmans Aeroba?c Team – a number of people at
Bodmin began learning the dark art of doing things
the wrong way up. Many obtained their AOPA
Aeroba?cs Cer?ﬁcates, and in 1983 Howard and
Nigel decided to have a bash at a club compe??on in
Leicester. “Quite surprisingly for beginners, we did
well,” Howard says. “We competed at Standard level

Howard made the Kernow Trophy for Intermediate competitions

against about eight others –
Nigel won, and I came fourth! Of
course, Nigel worked for his
father, who had an oﬃce
sta?onery business, and he
could aﬀord more ?me oﬀ to
prac?ce… whereas I had my own
electrical contrac?ng company
so I couldn’t get as much ?me
oﬀ.” (NB: This does not sound
like special pleading when
Howard says it.)
That ﬁrst season put them on a
steep learning curve, and they
became aware of a certain
disdain towards the Cessnas
from pilots of PiJs Specials,
Christen Eagles and the like.
‘You’re was?ng your ?me in
those, you’ll never win anything,’
they said. “We delighted in
proving them wrong,” Howard

Formation take-oﬀ for the Aerobat Duo

Competitors’ aircraft at Bodmin

great concentra?on and mutual
understanding – Rule One is, don’t
hit the other guy. We would ﬂy the
manoeuvres dual to seJle on speeds
and power seqngs and synchronise
the details, then try them out as a
pair. ADer six months of prac?ce,
John McLean sent us oﬀ on our own,
and Barry Tempest came down to
Bodmin to give us our Display
Authorisa?on.
“Nigel Hall was the leader because
he had the worst eyesight and I
wanted to be able to keep an eye on
him. We got sponsorship from
Vauxhall GM and went around the
country as The Aerobat Duo,
performing at shows and summer
events, with John McLean’s wife Judy

says. “In 1984 Nigel won the Bri?sh Aeroba?cs
Standard championship. In our next
compe??on he came second and I came ﬁDh,
bea?ng some of the sniﬀy lot, and that got
their aJen?on. As we got more experienced
Nigel was always in the top four and I wasn’t
far behind, which showed the doubters that at
Standard level, the spam cans could do the
job.”
In 1984 Howard and Nigel started going to
compe??ons as a pair. “John McLean and
Marcus Edwards taught us how to ﬂy
forma?on aeroba?cs,” Howard says. “It takes
Howard and Nigel prep CO

ac?ng as our agents. My wife Ronnie was
commentator and co-pilot. We were engaged to
display at every Bri?sh Touring Car Championships
event and ﬂew at Brands Hatch, Silverstone,
Ingliston in Scotland and elsewhere. In 1986 John
McLean was killed in a forma?on ﬂying accident,
and he was a great loss. It certainly brought home
to us just how careful you had to be.”
In 1984, Howard and Ronnie bought their own
Aerobat, G-BACO. “We did almost all of our
prac?ce within a few minutes of Bodmin, varying
our chosen ﬁelds to spread the disturbance,
although the Cessnas were very quiet for aeroba?c
aircraD, a lot quieter than the PiJs. They had
plenty of power – three consecu?ve loops was a
feature of our display. But we were a couple of
hours’ ﬂying ?me from all the events, and it was
never a proﬁt-making exercise – loss mi?ga?on is
the name of the game.”
At the same ?me, aeroba?cs was becoming a
regular feature at Bodmin, and in one year the
Australian aeroba?c team was based here during
the World Championships at South Cerne. “We
used to get 15 to 20 entries for compe??ons at
Bodmin, including some at Intermediate level,”
says Howard. “And there were seven or eight pilots
at Bodmin who were competent at Standard level,
including Denis Wilkins and Alistair Heddon – and
Nigel was excep?onally good.”
The Aerobat Duo came to an end in the early
1990s. “Nigel went commercial and joined
Brymon, where his Type Ra?ng Instructor on the

The good old days… will they come again?

Flying to a display near Edinburgh

Dash-7 was Richard Saw,” says Howard. “I was
building a house in Bodmin and needed to put a roof
on it, so I sold the Aerobat in order to do that. Philip
Cardew and I did some
instruc?ng on the Robin
2160, but when that
went west the aeroba?c
thing petered out.
“But we have all the
trophies, Intermediate
as well as Standard, and
we can start up again at
the drop of the hat if
people are interested.
We’re keeping an eye
out for an aircraD with
which to reintroduce
aeroba?cs to Bodmin.
It’s great fun, I’ve made
lifelong friends through
aeroba?c compe??on,
and of course, for every
pilot, it sharpens up
your skills no end.”

2022 events

September 10 (Saturday) Cornwall Strut fly-in.
The perfect end-of-season event for all of us.

April 2 (Saturday) Vintage and Aerobatic
Aircraft Day: Our special guests will be the
Porsche Club

May 7 (Saturday)
Ladies Day fly-out. Our
special guest will be round-the-world (in a PA28)
pilot Polly Vacher

We will also be oﬀering vintage flights around
Cornwall by the Tiger Moths of TMT at various
weekends – dates to be confirmed – together with
flights in a US Army marked 1937 Boeing Stearman
biplane, which proved to popular in 2021. The
Stearman will be available to book for introductory
flights to enjoy the beautiful Cornish countryside.

June 11 (Saturday) Grasshopper Gathering.
An L-birds event – Military Wings & Wheels

AEROCLUB: By the end of the year we hope to be
in a position to resume our Wednesday evening
AEROCLUB talks after a two-year hiatus.
September 14 Peter Channon The Battle
of Britain, 82 years on.
July 23 & 24
Vintage Aircraft Club Fly-in
and ‘Meet the LAA’ day. Music and poetry on
Saturday evening.
July 31 (Sunday)
Lundy Sunday. 22 years on
from the first Lundy Fly-in. PPR essential, see Pete
White
August 13 (Saturday) Cornish Pasty fly-in and
Kernow Kapers Fun Day. We hope to welcome
visitors from far and wide for some proper Cornish
hospitality

October 12

Polly Vacher Life after Flying…
a Donkathon

November 9

Martin Ferid Flying adventures –
touring is fun!

December 7

Marc Wolff Flying for the movies

FEET OFF the GROUND (FOG):
July 16 (Saturday)
We see a welcome return of Bader Braves
(Douglas Bader Foundation) and we will be looking
for volunteer pilots and ground crew.

