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The miracle escape
By Pat Malone 

A fire which tore through the engineering hangar at 
Bodmin Airfield has caused major damage to the 
building, but by an extraordinary stroke of good 
fortune the blaze was discovered early and dealt 
with rapidly, and the Club was back in business 
within 48 hours. 
As fate would have it, Andy Wilkins was on site aDer 
hours and spoEed the fire in its early stages. ADer 
calling the fire brigade he single-handedly pulled the 
aircraD out of the main hangar, and none have 
suffered any significant damage. ADerwards he was 
hailed as a hero in TV news reports, but Andy would 
have none of it. “I simply did what anyone would 
have done,” he said. But Club Chairman Darren Fern 
said: “Had Andy not been here we would not have a 
Club today. He has saved our business, and we owe 
him a great debt. If it hadn’t been caught quickly, the 
fire would probably have spread through the main 
hangar and possibly to the Clubhouse, and we would 
have lost everything.” 
 The fire triggered a massive response from Cornwall 
Fire and Rescue Service, who sent units from as far 
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afield as Launceston, Liskeard and St Austell. The CAS 
engineering hangar is very badly affected, its offices 
burned out, many records destroyed and the five 
aircraD in the hangar damaged to varying degrees. But 
the flames were prevented from burning through the 
wall into the middle bay.  
Ironically, just four days before the fire we had a Board 
meeXng at which we discussed how well we would 
withstand a fire. Corinne Dennis raised the issue, 
saying a recent fire at Lasham had focused aEenXon on 
the need for a fireproof safe in which corporate 
documents, student records and suchlike should be 
stored. The Board put in train improvements to our 
storage systems, and broader back-ups to the cloud. 
Four days later, fire broke out. 
The drama began aDer dark on Friday night when Andy 
Wilkins, who was overnighXng in the caravan rather 
than drive home to Dorset, heard a loud bang and 
thought he was dealing with intruders. “I had just had 
my dinner and was preparing to go into the clubhouse 
to warm up my pudding,” he says. “I came out of the 
caravan and saw what I thought was a cigareEe end 

glowing in the dark, just on the corner of the hangar 
by the briefing room. I was preEy sure I was the only 
person on the airfield, so I thought I might be dealing 
with vandals or something… I shouted ‘who’s there?’ 
but then I saw smoke and sparks under the hangar 
roof, right on the corner. The ‘cigareEe end’ must 
have been a spark floaXng down. 

“I grabbed my phone, called 999 and asked for the 
fire brigade. Then I called Jay Gates and told him to 
phone as many people as he could and get them up 

here.” Andy’s phone call was logged 
by the fire service at 19:28. The last 
person in the CAS hangar had leD at 
around 16:30. 
“My car was next to the caravan, so I 
jumped in and drove down to the 
gates to open them for the fire 
brigade,” Andy says. “I had the main 
hangar key on my keyring, so I 
opened the door and the smoke 
billowed out around me. Obviously as 
an airline captain I’ve been through 
fire training many Xmes, so I pulled 
my brown jumper up over my mouth, 
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crouched down low and went in to open the main 
doors. My own aircraD, G-OCOK, was right at the 
front, and as soon as the hangar doors were open I 
jumped in, started up and taxied out, down to the 
area in front of the fuel bay to give myself room to 
park other aircraD. 
“The Decathlon is heavy and very difficult for one 

man to move, which is why I started the engine – but 
the others were easier to pull out with the towbars. 
Sierra Mike came out first, and I dumped her up by 
the car park embankment without much ceremony – 
didn’t even put the chocks in. Then I pulled the 172 
out, which was a bit more of a strain. The smoke had 
cleared a bit, and I went back for the RV12 and pulled 
her across to the back of the Trago Hangar. Then I 
tried to move the liEle flexwing that was between the 
pillars, and it was more difficult than the bigger 
aircraD – I was pushing it back and forward when the 
first fire engine turned up, and the firemen asked me 
to show them exactly where the fire was. I took them 
to the side of the hangar by the briefing room, and it 
was obvious there had been a considerable increase 
in smoke and flames. I had the briefing room key on 
my keyring too, and they crowded round to shield me 
from the falling embers while I opened it up for them. 
“By this Xme Rod Bellamy had arrived, and the fire 
chief asked me to ensure that nobody opened the 
CAS hangar doors – they didn’t want the air rushing in 
to feed the fire. Rod and I went back into the middle 
hangar and together we pulled out the other aircraD 
– David Evans’ Murphy, the Luscombe Rod used to 
own, and Bruce Keeping’s project.   

“By that Xme fire engines were turning up from all 
over and there was a controlled pandemonium on the 
apron. We ended up with five pumping appliances, 
two water carriers, one incident command unit, one 
operaXonal support vehicle, and a 4x4 truck. Our own 
people were rushing in, too, so I did actually have to 
stop people who wanted to get the CAS hangar doors 

open. Beyond that, there wasn’t 
much we could do to help the 
firemen, and a lot we could do to 
hinder, so it was a maEer of staying 
out from underfoot.” 
Cornwall Flying Club is regularly 
visited by the Fire Service, who 
have a pre-arranged response plan 
if they are called to the airfield – 
throw the kitchen sink at it, and 
call off units if it turns out they are 
not required. In this case, nothing 
was recalled; we ended up with 
two fire engines from Bodmin and 
one each from Wadebridge, 
Padstow and St Dennis, together 
with support vehicles from St 
Austell, Liskeard and Launceston. 

Within an hour it looked like they had stopped the fire 
spreading to the rest of the main hangar and the 
firemen had opened the doors of the CAS hangar, but 
every Xme it seemed to have been subdued, the fire 
flared up again. One such flare-up came when the 
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flames reached the Bruce Keeping’s magnesium 
engine on the hangar floor – once that caught fire, 
there was no stopping it. Electrical power had been 
cut off, but the emergency lighXng installed by MarXn 
Woods in the clubhouse lit the place up like a 
Christmas tree.  
By 22:00 damping down operaXons were in progress 
and most fire service units had been withdrawn. Andy 
Wilkins finally got to bed at Howard and Ronnie 
Fawkes’s house aDer midnight – and he never got to 
eat his pudding. He had just nodded off when he was 
woken by a phone call from the fire chief, who told 
him they were leaving the site, warned that nobody 
was to try to get up to the offices in the CAS hangar, 
and said that if there was any recurrence of smoke, to 
call 999 immediately.   
Early next morning when Andy and Howard got back 
to the airfield they noXced increasing amounts of 

smoke that seemed to be 
coming from a filing cabinet 
above the burned-out stairs at 
the back of the CAS hangar, and 
as instructed, Andy again called 
999. A fire engine arrived 
quickly and dealt with it, but at 
10am when the fire 
invesXgators arrived, they 
weren’t happy that it was 
completely out, and called the 
fire engine back. This Xme they 
managed to pull the whole 
thing out and exXnguish every 
last spark behind and beneath. 
Andy became something of a 

media celebrity that day, being interviewed by 
Johnny Rutherford on the BBC news and quoted 
elsewhere as being the man who heroically pulled £1 
million worth of aircraD out of the fire – a liEle 
journalisXc licence perhaps, but you get the gist. 
Andy says: “I’m certainly not a hero… anyone else 
would have done exactly what I did.” But as Darren 
Fern told an emergency Board meeXng on Monday: 
“Andy Wilkins saved our business, and we are all in 
his debt.” 
So Cornwall Flying Club avoided the worst – but 
Cornwall AviaXon Services didn’t. Chief Engineer Rod 
Bellamy says: “We’ve lost records going back 30 
years, and equipment in the hangar has been 
damaged. 
“Had this happened two years ago it would have 
been a total loss, but in recent Xmes we’ve 
computerised a lot of the records, and they are 
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backed up to the cloud on a weekly basis. We had a 
PA32 in the hangar, a C172, an AA-5, a CAB Minicab 
and an Emeraude, and we can’t say how 
much damage has been done unXl we’ve 
had a full report from the insurers. 
SomeXmes what looks very bad turns out to 
be superficial, and what looks superficial 
turns out to be very bad. It takes Xme to 
establish exactly where we stand.” 
The airfield was closed on Saturday October 
23 but re-opened for business the following 
day, and the Club was flying again within 48 
hours. On Monday October 25 the Board 
convened for an emergency meeXng where 
Darren brought everyone up to date on the 
situaXon and a number of immediate acXons 
were allocated. The extent of the structural 
damage to the hangar, he said, had not been 
established, but it was certain that major work 

would be necessary. Howard 
Fawkes had already put in train 
the provision of Portakabins to 
double as briefing rooms, while 
Nick ChiEenden and his sons 
Hector and Zebedee had 
salvaged the records from filing 
cabinets in the briefing rooms, 
hauling the files out through 
the window. While the training 
records were undamaged, 
other papers were extensively 
water-damaged, and some 
needed to be sent out to 
specialist restorers to be made 
legible. Some club aircraD 
manuals had been found. Bruce 

AbboE was keeping the CAA abreast of events while 
Jay Gates had been dealing with our insurers, their 

assessors and invesXgators. Howard Fawkes had teed 
up building surveyors and fire clearance people, and 
MarXn Woods had outlined for the club a high-tech, 
all-encompassing fire alarm system that would alert 
the fire service and selected individuals at the first 
whiff of trouble. But the big quesXon – how did the 
fire start – is unanswered. The fire service 
invesXgators had looked at it, and the insurers’ 
private invesXgators were due at the site the 
following day. All that was known was that it had 
probably started in the small room next to Rod 
Bellamy’s office, right on the corner of the hangar 
above the CFI’s office. At Xme of wriXng, nothing 
further is known. 

Morning after – the roof’s a write-off

Briefing room needs a tidy-up
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Rising from the ashes
By Darren Fern 

It is obvious to all that we had a miraculous escape 
aDer fire broke out in the maintenance hangar. If no-
one had been on site in the evening, it is highly likely 
that the whole main hangar complex and all of the 
aircraD would have been engulfed in flames. 
I wish to thank Andy Wilkins for raising the alarm and 
ensuring the prompt arrival of the emergency 
services, who were able to control the fire and limit its 
spread, minimising the damage that occurred. 
Without their prompt acXons we would be in dire 
straits. 
Emptying our hangar single-handedly is difficult 
enough in the cold light of day, but to do so in the 
dark, with smoke and flames nearby, demonstrated 
courage and determinaXon to protect our Club’s 
assets. I have wriEen to both Andy and the rescue 
services to express the thanks of the Board and the 
wider club membership. 
What an evenpul end to the month! Although the 
extent of the fire damage to the hangar was reduced 
by the prompt acXons of Andy and the emergency 
services, we now have to start the business of 

rebuilding what we lost. From a club perspecXve, we 
were able to get back to flying acXvity within 48 
hours. We lost the briefing rooms and Instructor’s 
offices, and temporarily these will be re-housed in 
one of our caravans, or by using the clubhouse if it is 
relaXvely quiet. 
We had already decided as a Board to move our 
aircraD maintenance provision to our previous 
incumbent Stefan Heale, operaXng as BLAS Ltd from 
St Merryn, and the RV12 had just completed its 
annual review for a Permit to Fly, which has now been 
received from the LAA. At the October Board 
meeXng, we had decided to move the maintenance 
of our 152 and 172 to BLAS Ltd as a direct 
consequence of the noXficaXon of rising costs that 
were imminent had we remained with AT AviaXon 
and CAS (Bodmin). There has never been any concern 
over the quality of work and service provided by CAS, 
but the escalaXng costs proved to be prohibiXve. As 
part of our fiduciary duty to the club, we felt that we 
had a duty explore other opXons. 
If anyone wishes to volunteer to provide their Xme 
for any ‘ferry flights’ to and from St Merryn, please let 

Can we fix it? Expert advice awaited



Jay know. It’s an interesXng airfield with a few 
challenges, but it’s all good experience.  
We restored power and water to the clubhouse very 
quickly and to all intents and purposes, the club is 
‘back to normal’ in terms of funcXonal acXviXes, but 
we need to put in place some medium and longer 
term strategies to support the club and to allow CAS 
Ltd to get back to work. 
We will be installing two Portakabins on the parking 
area below the clubhouse, and these will become the 
new briefing rooms and office space for our 
instructors unXl we have a permanent soluXon. Rod 
has requested that we also acquire a Portakabin for 
use by CAS unXl such Xme as 
they can return to normal 
business. He has also indicated 
that the CAS hangar has been 
deemed unsuitable for storage 
of aircraD unXl saXsfactory 
reconstrucXon has taken 
place, but we will do what we 
can to offer support provided 
that it doesn’t interfere with 
core club funcXons. We have 
made a few hangar spaces 
available to CAS to safeguard 
their customers’ aircraD prior 
to them being taken away, and 
we are waiXng for advice from 
our insurers as to whether the 
spaces could be used 
commercially by CAS Ltd. 
We are awaiXng quotes for 
the installaXon of an electrical 
supply to the hangar that is 
currently occupied by our 
tractor, which is sadly beyond 

economical repair, and we 
are also aiming to install a 
more suitable floor surface 
in anXcipaXon that it could 
then be leased by CAS Ltd 
and used for aircraD 
maintenance (again, if their 
licensing allows it). 
The damaged hangar has 
been inspected by 
surveyors on behalf of the 
club, and we are 
formulaXng a plan to 
rebuild or replace it as 
required. It seems that the 
steelwork in the hangar is 
the primary load bearing 
structure, so the worrying 
cracks on the corner of the 
briefing room may not be 

as problemaXc as they first seemed.  
From the club’s perspecXve, the fire has resulted in 
relaXvely liEle impact on our funcXonal acXvity and 
income. The burden of the sequelae to the fire is 
resXng heavily on the shoulders of AT AviaXon and 
CAS Ltd at the moment. While we are offering as 
much short term support as we can give at present, 
the club’s priority is to rebuild the damaged faciliXes 
in a way that serves the best long term interests of 
the club. With the best will in the world, I think that 
the hangar will not be available for commercial 
acXvity for many months.  

Andy Wilkins interviewed for BBC news
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Red sky at night, hangar’s on fire
By Jay Gates 

Well, October would have been even5ul enough even 
without the maintenance hangar burning down. I’m sure 
you’ve read enough about the fire already in this 
newsle>er, but I’ll men?on a few addi?onal snippets of 
background informa?on. We owe our hear5elt thanks to 
those directors, club members and others who helped 
smooth over what would have been a difficult few days. 
On the night of the fire Howard Fawkes was instrumental 
in assis?ng the Western Power Distribu?on engineers to 
isolate power to the airfield. He also took the Fire Service 
down to the loca?on of the fire hydrant, which they 
could not find in the dark. The hydrant is down the lane 
towards Trago, behind a padlocked gate and a stone wall 
which hides the hydrant sign. Note to self: fix the signage. 
The morning aMer the fire Roger Davis installed both a 
telephone line and an internet connec?on in the CFC 
hangar to enable CAS to con?nue with their business. We 
have already assisted CAS by puQng four of their aircraM 
into our hangars. Newquay Radar were also helpful, 
submiQng a NOTAM to NATS on our behalf to let 
everybody know we were closed on the Saturday. The 

temporary closure was because we had no power, 
therefore no Air/Ground Service, no ability to refuel, 
no Met Sta?on readout, no computer and internet 
access to crucial avia?on informa?on, and most 
importantly, no way to take credit card payments for 
landing fees and fuel upliMs. Our thanks to all who 
assisted in those crucial 72 hours.  
With autumn kicking in, it was not surprising to find 
we lost out on nine days of flying due to inclement 
weather. That weather came in two waves, one at the 
start of the month, the other towards the end. In the 
first five days of October the airfield had just short of 
two inches of rain, and by the sixth of the month we 
had already reached 35% of our monthly rainfall 
average. Thoughts should go to LoMus, in North 
Yorkshire, who had reached 103% of their monthly 
average by the fiMh of the month. That followed a 
twelve-day period where only 0.7 mm of rain fell at 
Bodmin, and then the really wet autumnal weather 
set in. In the twelve days of the month up to October 
29, a full 94 mm of rain fell, so we went from 35% of 
our monthly average to 135%  in the same period, 
with a total of 126.6mm (or five inches) of rain for 

Beautiful shot of Ascot 100 making a low approach



October. The we>est repor?ng sta?on in the country 
was St. Bees Head in Cumbria, who reached 178% of 
their monthly average rainfall. Rather surprisingly, 
Dunkeswell was second we>est with 158% of 
average. That figure adds up when you look at the 
rainfall that fell over Dartmoor in the last week of the 
month. The 1898-built Burrator Reservoir, which 
provides the people of Plymouth, Tavistock and South 
Devon with their drinking water, was reported to be 
at 78% capacity on October 20. AMer the deluge of 
the last week, by October 28 Burrator was standing at 
100% capacity – almost a quarter of its whole 
capacity had flowed in in a single week.  
As with September, the weather had a significant 
effect on our sta?s?cs for the month – we lost just 
under 30% of our poten?al flying and flight training 
hours. Up to October 30 we had recorded a total of 
384 movements. When we compare that seemingly 
lowish figure to previous years, it doesn't look too 
bad. We now have a full five years of sta?s?cs 
available, although the Covid 18 months completely 
skewed any meaningful comparisons. So in October 
2017 we had 360 movements, 2018 gave us our best 
October with 606 movements, 2019 had 470 and 
2020 had 344. So despite losing a big chunk of the 
month to weather, it was the third best year in the 
last five, and a decent average.   
The fuel dispensing figures followed the same trend, 
with just over 2,850 litres of avgas dispensed up to 
October 30. With an addi?onal figure 460 litres of 
UL91 being dispensed, this gives a monthly total of 
just over 3,300 litres, and con?nues to show a steady 
uptake of UL91. As with the movements total, we 
now have five years on which to base performance 
comparisons. In October 2017 we dispensed just over 
3,000 litres, in October 2018 5,300 litres and in 
October 2019 3,800 litres. Last year, we dispensed 

3,100 litres. As with movements, the dispensing 
figure is the third best of the past five years.  
Bodmin s?ll a>racts a wide range of visitors. The 
month started with the arrival of a Castle Air Agusta 
A109SP helicopter to conduct a safety-cri?cal 
compass swing. The helicopter itself is an Air 

Ambulance version and was due to go on duty, 
ini?ally, with the Lincolnshire and NoQnghamshire 
Air Ambulance, before returning to Cornwall as the 
maintenance replacement helicopter for Cornwall Air 
Ambulance. She was registered, quite appropriately, 
as G-KRNO, and is one of two helicopters requiring 
this vital safety check to be completed at Bodmin. 
Then on October 4 we had a visit from a Royal Air 
Force Lockheed C-130J Hercules, opera?ng under the 
callsign ‘Ascot 100’, out of RAF Brize Norton, who 
made a low approach and go-around at the airfield, 
arriving just as a post-shower rainbow formed 
around the runway threshold. The Hercules flew 
through the rainbow to give all those with a camera 

handy a shot to treasure.  
Other visitors included an old favourite – a 
magnificent 93 year old, 1928 built Travelair 
4000 biplane that started life as a US Mail 
delivery aircraM in the US Northwest. The 
aircraM was owned by the airmail company 
that belonged to William Boeing of Sea>le, 
who went on to build aircraM of his own. Last 
month we had the Tiger Moths at the airfield, 
and aMer a period of a few weeks in our hangar 
while an engine component was refurbished 
and replaced, Tiger Moth G-ANEW finally took 
to the air and completed her mission of 
sca>ering the ashes of Dennis Chivers – see 
Pete White’s ar?cle in this newsle>er. Pete 
managed her stay and final flight, and assisted 
with the refuelling by bringing up the jerry cans 

Agusta 109 in for a compass swing
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from the fuel bay using the small tractor. (As G-ANEW 
only has a wooden tail skid, and not a tailwheel, it 

was not prac?cable for her to taxi to the fuel bay. 
Other fixed-wing and rotary visitors came from all 
over the country. We had private helicopters arriving 
from Frankton in Warwickshire, and a Czech-
registered helicopter from Sandown on the Isle of 
Wight. Aeroplanes came from far and wide, including 
Barton near Manchester, Bidford in Warwickshire, 
Oaksey Park in Wiltshire, Finmere in Buckinghamshire 
and Blackbushe and Fairoaks, both in Surrey. Sadly, 
one arrival from Devon is s?ll with us; a visi?ng C-42 
lost his nosewheel on landing, which also damaged 
the aircraM engine and propeller. Howard Fawkes was 
on hand to assist the owner and CAS to remove the 
aircraM from the runway and take it down to CAS for 
repair which is s?ll ongoing. One posi?ve on the flight 

line was our member, Dave Karniewicz, having a new-
build aircraM, a lovely STOL Zenith 750, G-CLYN, about 
to gain its flight permit at Bodmin, with Nick 

Chi>enden having conducted the LAA air test on 
October 30.  

The training programme con?nues on an 
almost fully booked basis, although the 
changing of the clocks on the October 30 will 
lose us one training slot per day, as darkness 
falls early and the 1600 slot gets dispensed 
with for the winter. That doesn’t stop our 
membership – and our student base – growing, 
and this month we passed the recent record of 
185 members, with signing up of three youth 
members who wish to learn to fly. We are also 
about to welcome back Arfur Bryant, who has 
triple instructor ra?ngs for fixed wing, rotary 
wing and gyroplanes. So our instructor base 
con?nues to be strengthened, to the benefit of 
all our students, and members who need the 
occasional dual flight. 
The pause in the bad weather in the middle 

part of the month was sufficient to dry out the 
airfield and allow Richard Saw to give the runways, 
taxiways and parking areas (hopefully) one last grass 
cuQng session of the year. The mild wet weather has 
caused the grass to con?nue to grow as though it was 
spring, and we were lucky to get the cut in before the 
bad weather returned. 
Work on the clubhouse con?nues, and Roger Davis is 
now well into the refurbishment of the men’s toilet. 
When he removed the outer wall to begin the 
reframing and insula?on, he exposed the last of the 
original clubhouse wall, with the planking clearly 
visible. For a number of weeks, the ladies toilet will 
be the only working one in the clubhouse, although 
we have the disabled toilet available outside the back 
door, in the Portakabin. We would ask the men of the 
club to use the outside toilet, if at all possible. 
One poignant event that occurred this week and 
made the BBC Spotlight news was when a man came 
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to the Cornwall Air Ambulance base at Newquay 
Airport to thank the paramedic who saved his life. 
He was a delivery driver who had a severe heart 
a>ack while driving and his vehicle came to a stop in 
the middle of the road. Luckily for him, behind was a 
car with two off duty RNLI Lifeguards and a re?red 
NHS doctor. They gave CPR un?l the Air Ambulance 
arrived. The man’s condi?on was so serious that it 
required a full seven defibrilla?on shocks to get his 
vital signs going, and it was believed that he had 
been clinically dead for 24 minutes. As they say, 
never give up, because you never know if you are 
going to succeed. The man who worked on him, and 
didn’t give up, was our outstanding member Tom 
Hennessy-Jones. The BBC Spotlight podcast of 
October 13 will give the full details for those who 
wish to know more. Just another day at the office to 
Tom – just another life saved!   
Covid, Covid, Covid! It is s?ll with us, and if anything 
it is on the increase again, mainly due to an?-
vaxxers, non-believers and an unnecessary relaxa?on 
in mask-wearing and social distancing. As a club, we 
managed to escape almost en?rely from the worst 

consequences of the disease, and did so over 18 
months by s?cking to our protocols at the club. But in 
the last month we have had three club members 
contrac?ng the disease, but due to all three having 
been double jabbed, their symptoms were not life-
threatening. However, we cannot drop our guard 
now. We must con?nue to follow simple rules when 
at the airfield. If you need to enter the clubhouse for 
any reason, you must complete the ‘Track and Trace’ 
form on the table immediately inside the door on the 
leM, and use the hand sani?ser provided on every 
table, and in the toilet. Wear a mask if ordering food, 
do not use the food tables in the clubhouse for any 
reason other than to eat. The dangers have not gone 
away – please do not become a sta?s?c. At the risk of 
sounding like a stuck record – do not come to the 
airfield unless you have to, always wear a mask when 

you’re at the airfield, and stay out of the clubhouse if 
at all possible. If you are in any doubt about your own 
health you should not come to the airfield, but phone 

NHS Direct on 119 and 
seek guidance. The 
very simple 
government message 
is unchanged, and I 
make no apology for 
having to repeat the 
mantra over and over 
and over again. WASH 
HANDS, COVER FACE, 
MAKE SPACE. Stay 
safe. 

Man at work – Roger modifies the loo

Tom H-J, rear left, and 
the lifesaving Air 
Ambulance team

Dave Karniewicz with test pilot Nick



Dennis flies 
to his rest
By Pete White 
During September 2019 a 95 year old ex WW2 

pilot, Dennis Chivers from Bude, was happily 

reacquainted with the aircraD type in which he 

had learnt the art of flying during those dark 

distant warGme days many years ago. At that late 

stage in his life, Dennis was bought a Tiger Moth 

flying experience by his son Neil, and aDer 

several aMempts that were thwarted due to the 

vagaries of the West Country weather, Dennis 

was borne aloD again – but this Gme the iconic 

de Havilland training machine was provided by 

courtesy of Tiger Moth Training (TMT) from 

Henstridge Aerodrome, and not the Royal Air 

Force. TMT regularly use 

Bodmin Airfield as a satellite 

for their operaGons and visit 

our airfield several Gmes a 

year to spread the joy of open 

cockpit flying in a vintage 

aircraD around the wonderful 

Cornish landscape. 

On a sad note, only a few 

weeks aDer his flight from 

Bodmin, Dennis passed away. Neil and 

his family felt it would be fiWng for 

Dennis’s ashes to be ceremonially 

dropped from a Tiger Moth over the 

family’s land near Bude. 

So the same aircraD in which Dennis had 

had his last flight at Bodmin was 

modified with a temporary device to 

ensure that he would be deposited in an 

honourable and appropriate  way over 

the land he loved, and from an aircraD 

type that he loved. 

Pilot of the day was Annabelle 

Burroughs, who was pleased to be 

chosen to help the Chivers family in this 

way, and fiWngly, the passenger in the 

front cockpit was Dennis’s son Neil. 

Another successful sorGe by TMT; we 

look forward to seeing them gracing 

skies of Cornwall again in 2022. 

Flashback to Dennis’s 2019 flight

Neil takes a front seat while Annabelle gets ready

Apparatus for dropping ashes



Happy anniversary, LAA
By Pete White 

We had planned to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 
Light Aircra: Associa;on in style, but wouldn’t you know 
it, the weather spoiled the party. Eight aircra: had 
signed up for a cross-country flight to Bolt Head, where 
we’d arranged a picnic, and the plan was to fly back to 
Bodmin for tea and cakes in the a:ernoon. The LAA had 

encouraged everyone to take part in a 
na;onwide scramble on October 26 to mark 
its 75th birthday – it was founded under the 
name of the Ultra-Light Aircra: Associa;on 
on that day in 1946. Some of our party 
backed out as it did seem preQy hopeless, 
with the cloud and drizzle closing in that 
morning, but a group of us got together 
anyway for a coffee and a chinwag and we 
ate our picnic lunches on the ground at 
Bodmin. But suddenly we could see a flyable 
window opening up in the weather! We 
rushed to take advantage of what we knew 

was likely to be a short-lived break, and soon we had 
three aircra: off the ground – Bill Thirtle in his 
Vagabond G-BLMP, Thomas Hennesy Jones with David 
Young riding shotgun in Zenair 601 G-BVVM, and Pete 
White and John Colgate flying Aeronca Chief G-IVOR. 
We didn’t go far and we couldn’t see much, but we 
were content to be able to mark the event – which by 
coincidence, fell one week a:er the 75th birthday of 
our beloved Aeronca. Happy birthday LAA, and happy 
birthday Ivor! Here’s to the next 75 years.

David and Tom, loving every minute

David, Tom, John, Pete and Bill

The Anniversary Squadron, grounded



 

Cornwall Flying Club Ltd  Company registration number  01358549 
 
Directors:     N.Chittenden, D.Earl, H.Fawkes, E.Fern (Chair), P.Malone, R.Saw, P.White, L.Whittington 

 
Annual General Meeting 

7pm 
24th November, 2021 

 
In accordance with the Articles of Association of Cornwall Flying Club Limited (the Company), 
notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Company shall be held on the 
above date and time and, in acknowledgement of the current status of the COVID Pandemic, 
this meeting shall be conducted as a Presentation Meeting as provided using the Zoom facility. 
Details of access codes shall be provided to Members prior to the meeting. 
 
The business to be conducted at the meeting shall be: 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes of last AGM 
2. Chairman’s address and report. 
3. Financial report ~ declaration of results of ballot to approve/otherwise 
4. Officer reports 
5. Declaration of any ballot resulting from a proposed resolution (if any) 
6. Election of Directors ~ declaration of results of ballot  
7. Response to written questions of AOB 

 
Notices 
 
Members should note the following: 
 

a) Attendees at the meeting shall properly identify themselves on screen. Failure to do so 
will result in that attendee being removed from the meeting. 

b) Approval of the minutes of the AGM held on 16th December, 2020 may be made using 
electronic ballot* by 17th November, 2021. 

c) Company Accounts to 30th April 2021 are provided for review and approval are 
Strictly Company Confidential and may not be distributed to third parties. 

d) Approval of the Company Accounts to 30th April 2021 may be made using electronic 
ballot* by 17th November, 2021.  

e) Nominations for the position of Director must be received by the Company by 9th 
November 2021. A list of candidates together with a summary statement from each, 
their proposer and seconder will be distributed by email to Members on or before 15th 
November and will be posted in the clubhouse. 

f) Members may cast their votes for each candidate using electronic ballot*. The poll 
will close on 17th November, 2021. 

g) Written questions for AOB must be submitted by 9th November, 2021. 
h) The Company shall provide notice to Members of any proposed Company 

Resolutions for consideration at this meeting by 26th October, 2021. Voting for or 
against such Company Resolutions may be made using electronic ballot* by 17th 
November, 2021.  

i) Officer reports shall be distributed to Members by 17th November 2021. 

*details will be released shortly 
 
Leith Whittington 
Company Secretary 


