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Vintage thrills… see full story inside

At last – all our events come off!
By Jay Gates 

For the first ,me this year, every planned event in the 
Bodmin Airfield calendar took place, despite some mild 
mechanical and weather delays. The Cornwall Strut Fly-
In on September 11th was a huge success, giving the 
airfield its busiest day of the year – in fact its busiest 
day since the same event last year. A total of 90 
movements were recorded, including 26 visitors from 
as far afield as the Isle of Wight and South Wales, on of 
them a magnificent 1946 Aeronca 11AC Chief, 
resplendent in full United States Navy training colours 
of the period.  
For ‘bucket list’ interest, two beau,ful heritage aircraP 
came to Bodmin to allow people to fly in open cockpit 
biplanes – on September 12th the 1944 RAF Tiger Moth 
G-ANEW arrived from Henstridge and completed one 
such flight before a technical problem grounded her. 
Thankfully her owner, Kevin Crumplin, has more than 
one in reserve and on the 13th a second Tiger Moth 

arrived, the 1941 Royal Navy aircraP marked G-
BWMK. Both were manufactured by Morris Motors 
in Oxford during the Second World War. All eight 
excited customers who had paid to wear the 
sheepskin flying jacket, don the leather flying 
helmet and put on the ‘Biggles’ goggles were able 
to complete their flights, with Annabelle Burroughs 
flying the whole programme.  
On September 19th, despite a day’s weather delay, 
the 1937 Boeing Stearman PT13A G-PTBA, in full 
United States Army Air Corps training colours of the 
day, arrived from Gloucester, flown by owner-
instructor Andy Davenport. His eight customers 
included five Cornwall Flying Club members, Mar,n 
Parker, Arnie Lambe, Pat Malone, Howard Fawkes 
and Ronnie Fawkes. Hearty congratula,ons to Pete 
White for keeping our events programme going 
through all the Covid and weather disrup,ons.  
More details inside. 



By Chairman Darren Fern 

Life is slowly returning to the new normal. Covid-19 
numbers are falling slowly aPer the summer peak, and 
rolling out the vaccina,on programme to secondary 
school kids is likely to help keep numbers at a 
manageable level. Booster vaccines and flu jabs are 
being rolled out in the hope that they can reduce 
pressures on the NHS over the winter. Our local 
hospitals remain under considerable pressure as a 
consequence of Covid, and we hope that elec,ve 
surgery will recommence soon. 
The airfield is flourishing, with the return of the LAA 
Strut rally and the Tiger Moth and Stearman flights over 
the past month. It has been good to see people coming 
back in numbers, although we took the decision to 
restrict access to the clubhouse for all of these events. 
We are preparing for the AGM and have just received 
the ini,al accounts for the past year; these look far 
more healthy than we could have hoped for a year ago. 
We are gebng more detail about the effect of the 
Covid mi,ga,on measures that were accessed, in order 
to give us a beder understanding of our finances. 
We have received a ‘thumbs up’ for our new fuel tank 
for ethanol-free Mogas, but s,ll have some planning 
issues to resolve regarding Health and Safety, 
par,cularly regarding the mi,ga,on of catastrophic 
tanker failure whilst parked near the exis,ng fuel bay. 
We have to ensure that a 3000 litre fuel leak from the 
tanker hoses can be contained safely. 
We are s,ll wai,ng for the main hangar roof repairs to 
be done. Unfortunately there is so much construc,on 
work going on in Cornwall that it’s very difficult to find 
roofers with the capacity to do the work in the near 
future; one Wadebridge company told us they could 
come and appraise the job next March! It may be that 
we have to effect a temporary repair that will keep the 
weather out un,l the full works can be done. 
Kernow RV Ltd has found a likely candidate for a second 
RV12 that will be available in the 
spring. We have a healthy cohort 
of new pilot-owners training on 
our current one, and there is no 
reason to expect future demand 
to be any less than it is now. We 
are keen to ensure that there is a 
second aircraP available that 
could accommodate the ‘self-fly’ 
hire that newly qualified pilots 
can access, and the owners of the 
current RV may be able to provide 

what we need. We cannot just focus on training pilots, 
then leave them with nothing to fly aPer they qualify. 
We recently appointed a vastly experienced Tower 
operator, Vicky Williams, to work for two days each 
week, which will give Jay the ,me that he needs to 
work through our key project developments. Trying to 
put detailed business plans together whilst opera,ng 
the A/G radio and answering the phones is nigh on 
impossible, so Vicky’s expert assistance is a vital step 
forward. 
As I stated last month, there will be two places 
available on the Board following the next AGM. Pat 
Malone is seeking re-elec,on, and Andy Wilkins has 
also put his name in the hat for considera,on. If 
anyone else wishes to join us, please let us know. the 
process for formally submibng an applica,on will be 
announced shortly, along the ,meframe indicated in 
last month’s newsleder. Finally, the Board would like 
to extend our commisera,ons and best wishes to 
Terry Hartley’s family. Terry was a stalwart supporter 
of the club, and his commitment to the Board was 
outstanding. We will con,nue to work on behalf of the 
club and to protect his legacy.

Reasons to 
be cheerful

A farewell to Terry
By Mar.n Pengelly 

On Sunday September 26th the ashes of long term Club 
stalwart Terry Hartley were scadered at the threshold of 
runway 31 with family and close friends in adendance. 
Terry was a member of the Penguin Group (Cessna 150 
Aerobat G-BBKU), flew the Club 172 BCZM on many trips 
abroad and was Club Chairman for a number of years. A 
much respected man, he is missed by many. A lifelong 
member of the renowned Wednesday Club, he was 
usually to be found at the bar aPer flying had finished, 
supping on a bodle of Bud.  
APer a few words were said by family members, his 
ashes were scadered by the runway markers and a small 
stone memorial was placed against the board. Returning 
to the clubhouse, the family spoke of his life and 
remembered their rela,ve, aided by a wonderful buffet 
created by Dobe. Blue skies, Mr Hartley. 

Friends and family scatter Terry’s ashes



Summer finale – the Strut fly-in 

By Pete White 

Firstly I must say a huge thank you to all of the 
volunteers for their ,reless effort and 
enthusiasm which contributed massively towards 
an excep,onally successful weekend of 
aeronau,cal delight at Bodmin Airfield. Of course 
it would have been very empty without the 

visi,ng aircraP, and they had travelled from far 
and wide to visit what is becoming a very 
popular venue for a late season fly-in.  We are 
always rewarded with a fine assortment of types 
ranging from the latest models to delighnul 
vintage machines from ,mes gone by. The 

weather was not as good as in previous years 
which prevented some the usual longer distance 
visitors from arriving, but we were very pleased 
to see aircraP from Wales, Shobdon, Chilbolton 
and the Isle of Wight make the journey. A fine 
mix indeed with aircraP from Yeovilton and all 
points west which made it another Cornwall 
Strut memorable occasion. 
We certainly did our best to provide a warm 
Cornish welcome for our fly-in visitors and the 
team all worked together to provide an ideal 
sebng for like minded souls to simply enjoy the 
day immersed in avia,on. 
As if that was not enough, later in the day we 
had the pleasure of listening to Fourthought the 
Cornish saxophone quartet, which slipped in 
music to the mix and added the cream which 
enhanced our lidle gathering to perfec,on.  

Visiting pilots mingle with the natives

Fine assortment of types

Pictures by David Young



Our Cafe, Diner 31, deserves an accolade for 
moving their opera,on out of the clubhouse and 
successfully opera,ng al fresco, so as to remain 
within the Covid limita,ons that we are all now 
learning to live with, but life goes on and we will 
con,nue to enjoy our events and eat cake! 
As always the marshalling team, led by John 
Colgate, performed impeccably and parked our 
visitors with ease and with the perfec,on that 
we have grown to expect. 
Booking-in, refuelling and general hos,ng for our 
guests were, as always, done to perfec,on. 
The Team: 
John & Anthea Colgate, Pat Malone, David 
Young, Jay Gates, Nigel Ramsey, Richard Saw, 
Chris Madhews, Dan Gordon, Peter Gibbs, 
Howard Fawkes, Bill Thirtle. Mike Grigg, Jamie 

Wharram, Nick Straw, Mar,n Lardner, Laurence 
Souder, Viv Souder, Mar,n Pengelly, Keith & 
Dody Elderkin. 
I thank them all. 
Some of David Young’s superb photographs are 
reproduced here… click on the link to enjoy 
many more.  
hdps://www.flickr.com/photos/
190239926@N08/albums/72157719832970101 

Colin Dukes’ Cub attracts a crowd

Richard Saw serves up the UL91

A tuneful soundtrack from Fourthought

The Tigers 
are back
With Saturday’s fly-in successfully completed, on 
Sunday we had the pleasure of Tiger Moth flights 
– and my first ‘thank you’ must go to the guys 
from TMT (Tiger Moth Training) who provided 
this unique opportunity at Bodmin for our 
visitors to enjoy. Kevin Crumplin, Annabelle 
Burroughs and Clive Davidson... what a team – 
thank you.  
Kevin has rebuilt at least six Tiger Moths to a 
very high standard of authen,city, including 
their markings, and runs TMT from Henstridge 
aerodrome. Kevin and his team of pilots , Clive 
and Annabelle have become good friends, not 
only myself but also of Cornwall Flying Club and 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/190239926@N08/albums/72157719832970101%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.flickr.com/photos/190239926@N08/albums/72157719832970101%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Bodmin Airfield. They provided a taste 
of flying from the Golden Era for a long 
list of sa,sfied customers. While they 
and their families waited their turn, we 
saw Jamie Wharram’s  hidden skills 
unfold as he masterminded the outdoor 
catering and although the clientele was 
smaller than the day before, his 
persuasive selling skills kept the griddle 
busy all day. Caroline Jennings was on 
hand to assist when the busier moments 
materialised. Thank you both. 
In fact TMT’s stay was extended when 
the Tiger suffered a mechanical glitch, 
and what with the weather and other issues it 
took un,l the following Thursday to get back to 
Henstridge – the problem was a stuck valve. But 
what a wonderful weekend! 

Later, Kevin sent us a note which showed he’d 
enjoyed the visit as much as we had. It reads:  

“Good morning Pete: 
We would like to thank you and the team at 
Bodmin for making our visits such a pleasurable 
and memorable  experience. The help and 
support we are always given is second to none. 
As you know our old ladies (or is that sexist !) can 
be cantankerous and difficult to please but the 
customers you seem to aKract always more than 
make up for it . 
You will recall I, as the oily rag, spent most of my 
Nme in the hangar trying to sort out one of the 

old ladies’ problems so was very grateful for all 
the help provided by the Bodmin folk - especially 
Richard (Saw) who went well and truly out of his 
way (to the extent of being prepared to "modify" 
his own tools) to solve our problem. 
Look forward to seeing you all again. Best 
regards, Kevin.” 
Again, we publish here a few samples from David 
Young’s picture pornolio – the full set can be 
viewed at: 
hdps://www.flickr.com/photos/
190239926@N08/albums/72157719886432165 

Fixed it in the end

Clive briefs, Anabelle prepares to fly

Tiger touchdown

https://www.flickr.com/photos/190239926@N08/albums/72157719886432165%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.flickr.com/photos/190239926@N08/albums/72157719886432165%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Flying as nature intended

Pictures by  
David Young and 
Pete White

By Pat Malone 
It almost didn’t happen, but the weather 
relented at the last and the Boeing Stearman was 
able to fly down from Gloucester in September to 
give those of us who wished for it a taste of real 
flying. Having been unable to get here on the 
appointed Saturday, the plane came on the 
Sunday and stayed through Monday to cater for 
everyone who’d booked a flight.  
Brought to us by pilot-owner Andy Davenport, 
the Stearman dates from 1937 and is a PT13A 
(the registra,on is G-PTBA, geddit?), serial 
number 45 out of 10,600 built. While the 
aircraP may be of an impressive vintage, 
even more impressive was the vintage of 
one of the members who turned up to fly 
her – Arnie Lambe, who can give the 
Boeing three years. I’m sure we all hope 
we’re s,ll flying at 87. 
The Stearman’s engine is a nine-cylinder 
Lycoming R680, a design da,ng from 
1930. The number denotes capacity in 
cubic inches, which equates to fully 11.2 
litres. It burns around 50 litres an hour to 

produce 220 hp, but plenty of drag has been 
designed into the aircraP and it doesn’t go 
scarily quick. 
The Stearman is the biplane that helped teach 
the American military to fly in the run-up to 
World War II. That was no mean feat – in the 
1930s, America – remote from anywhere else on 
the planet and mired in isola,onism – saw no 
need to develop warplanes. No bombers could 
reach them, and they didn’t intend to go 
anywhere, so why, given the constraints of the 

Arnie Lambe with Pete, Andy and Stearman



Great Depression, should they spend money on 
fighter aircraP? In 1936 the service had only 855 
aircraP of all types, and 16,836 men of all ranks 
and func,ons – which was 10,000 fewer than the 
LuPwaffe had in headquarters staff and Air 
Ministry personnel alone. In the whole of 1937, 
only 184 Americans graduated from advanced 
flight training (from a popula,on of 130 million). 
Crea,ng and equipping a war figh,ng force was a 
significant undertaking – 12,000 new pilots were 
called for in 1939, hundreds of thousands by 
war’s end – and many were introduced to 
avia,on in the Boeing Stearman. 
Flying the Stearman is avia,on in the raw, a 
glorious mix of wind rush, engine clader and oil 
smells, far removed from the business of 
controlling a modern spam-can and closer to the 
experience that thrilled the early pioneers. 
There’s a s,ck, a rudder and a throdle, and you 
can predy much forget the rest. They knew how 
to enjoy themselves in 1937.  

Andy Davenport helped me baden 
myself down in the cockpit with a 
bewildering array of straps – first the 
parachute harness, then the seat straps 
– and he pointed out the func,oning of 
the fasteners, of which there were too 
many, all fixed in different ways. Where 
was that D-ring again? Abandoning ship 
must be a nightmare for the poorly-
prepared; we would be flying at 1500 
feet, he said, leaving me to work out 
how long I would have, at thirty two 
feet per second per second, to figure 

out what to pull. Or to put it another way 
– there’s no way we’re going to do anything but 
deads,ck this sucker onto Bodmin Moor in case 

of emergency. The s,ck is long and sweeps a wide 
arc, the rudder pedals are set unnaturally wide 
for anyone who doesn’t ride a Harley. Helmet and 
goggles on, cockpit briefing concluded, power 
checks accomplished; we trundled (it really does 
trundle) onto 31 and accelerated in a stately 
manner. The tail came up almost immediately 
and we were airborne well before the 
intersec,on, climbing away at max revs and 
making 80 mph and maybe 400 fpm – there’s no 
VSI. At 300 feet Andy gave me the controls. The 
s,ck is on the heavy side but is very responsive to 
pressure from two fingers, and the rudder needs 

I’ll take 170 litres please

Is there anybody out there?

Digital panel. Poke it with your digit



to be used – the balance ball sits squarely in the 
centre of the panel, and you’ll benefit from 
leading with rudder before thinking about s,ck.  
At 1500 feet I lowered the nose and was 
rewarded for the first ,me with a view ahead 
between the crenella,ons of the Lycoming. Revs 
back to 1750 and she sedled onto 100 mph, and 
I was immediately impressed by how stable she 
felt in every axis – very different from, say, a 
Tiger Moth. Hands and feet off, she stayed where 
she was put; turns showed no tendency to 

,ghten up… as Andy said, the Stearman is an 
easy aircraP to fly, but it’s a difficult aircraP to fly 
well. But there’s something ineffably beguiling 
about flying along in an elderly biplane, looking 
down over the side at a world that unwinds 
slowly just as it did for intrepid aviators early in 
the last century, hearing the sounds they heard, 
and smelling the fuel and the hot oil they knew 
and loved. The wind rush is not an issue; the 
screen works very well, and engine heat warms 
the air that flows around it. I don’t know what 
it’s like to land because Andy sensibly wouldn’t 
let me but I did get to beat up the field, lowering 

the nose to wring 120 mph out of the old beast 
before we did a ,ght circuit and an almost 
broadside sideslip to land. 
As we taxied in I was grinning all over, and I’m 
going to have another go when the Stearman 
comes again. This was real flying in a real 
aeroplane, and if you ever get jaded going local 
in something made in Witchita, the Stearman 
will cure what ails you. With thanks to Andy 
Davenport, and as ever to Pete White for making 
it possible.

Howard Fawkes straps in

Stearman grin from Ronnie Fawkes 

Martin Parker says thanks to Andy



The swallows 
take flight
By Jay Gates 

The summer weather seems to have had its last throw, 
and with the passing of the equinox on September 
22nd we began our countdown to winter. As if to 
confirm the change of season, we s,ll had twelve 
swallows flibng in and out of the hangars on the 21st, 
but by the 25th there were only three, and by 
September 28th there were none – they are off on their 
autumn migra,on, next stop South Africa. In 
compensa,on for their departure, the month that 
preceded their going was a good and produc,ve one 
for the club and the airfield. 
Other than the last week of the month, September did 
provide a period of ‘Indian Summer’, but while the 
weather was generally pleasant, up to September 28th 
we had lost ten days – one third of the month – to 
inclement weather. It rained on 13 days in the month, 
where the September average is 9 days. While low 
cloud did prevent flying, up to the 28th rainfall figures 
were only 50% of average for the month. The majority 
of the weather repor,ng sta,ons throughout the 
country are repor,ng lower than average rainfall, 
although the sta,on with the highest rainfall, 
Andrewsfield in Essex, reported 151% of average. 
The weather obviously had an effect on our sta,s,cs 
for the month, which in par,cular reduced the number 
of ‘stayca,on’ introductory flights. While the schools 
have gone back, re,red people and young couples with 
no children are s,ll enjoying what Cornwall has to 
offer. The weather caused many cancella,ons of the 
‘off the street’ requests for introductory flights from 
tourists, so while it wasn’t exactly a poor month,  it 
didn’t live up to its poten,al. Up to September 28th we 
had recorded 602 movements,  compared to 897 in 
September 2020 (when life was gebng back to normal 
aPer the end of the first lockdown), 773 movements in 
September 2019 and 815 in September 2018. That 
gives us 30 movements each flying day, so had we had 
a full month would have brought us to around the 
figures of previous Septembers. 

Fuel dispensing figures mirror the movement trend, 
with just over 4,700 litres of avgas dispensed up to 
September 28th. With 1,000 litres of UL91 being 
dispensed, this gives a monthly sales total of over 
5,700 litres. (Notable is the con,nued increase in the 
uptake of UL91). In September last year we dispensed 
just over 7,400 litres of fuel, in September 2019 just 
under 6,000 litres, and in September 2018 7,700 
litres. However, taking into considera,on the 
lockdown earlier this year, we are s,ll very close to 
the 2020 total figure of 29,000 litres between January 
and September as we dispensed 27,700 litres in the 
same period this year. 
Bodmin is s,ll a des,na,on of choice for GA, and 
once more we adracted visitors from all corners of 
the na,on in a wide variety of planes, helicopters and 

autogyros. The fixed wing spread included some 
beau,ful heritage aircraP such as the 1951 Auster 
Aiglet from Eggesford – an aircraP which used to 
belong Jimmy Edwards, he of ‘Whack-o’ fame. While 
we knew him as a comedy actor, Flt Lt James Edwards 
DFC was an RAF pilot who took part in the D-Day 
landings, and his famous handlebar moustache 
disguised injuries he received when his Dakota was 
shot down at Arnhem. Jimmy had extensive plas,c 
surgery and was a member of the Guinea Pig Club. 
And coincidentally, with the eight days between 
September 17th to 25th being the 77th anniversary of 
the airborne assault at Arnhem, we received two 
aircraP from airfields associated with Opera,on 
Market Garden. A Jodel D120 came in from Spanhoe 
in Northamptonshire on September 21st. From there, 
in September 1944, the American 315th Troop Carrier 
Group launched 90 C-47 aircraP carrying 
paratroopers of the 504th Parachute Infantry 
Badalion, of the American 82nd Airborne Division, 
Bri,sh 4th Parachute Brigade paratroopers and 1st 
Polish Independent Parachute Brigade paratroops to 
ac,on in Holland. From Membury in Berkshire, also 
on September 21st, we welcomed a beau,ful 1959 

Jimmy Edwards’ Auster

Pristine Membury Super Cub



Piper PA-18 Super Cub. From that base in September 
1944, the 436th Troop Carrier Group also launched 90 
C-47s carrying paratroops of the 506th Parachute 
Infantry Division, of the American 101st Airborne 
Division, and towing gliders to drop zones in Holland. 
The men of ‘Easy’ Company of the 506th PIR were the 
famous ‘Band of Brothers’, as captured in the epic TV 
series of the same name.  

Staying with military aircraP, probably the most 
exci,ng movement at Bodmin in the month came on 
September 20th when a Royal Air Force Lockheed 
C-130J Hercules aircraP conduc,ng low level training 
in the area requested an approach and go-around on 
Runway 13. Opera,ng under the callsign ‘Ascot 104’, 
and with an audience of people who were engaged in 
the Stearman flying programme, the Herc made his 
approach and gave everybody a treat and a smile.     
Our helicopter visitors included the R44 ‘Heli-Telly’ 
from Denham, which was following the Tour of Britain 
cycle road race and which  called in for fuel prior to 
the start of the race at Penzance. We also had a visit 
from three helicopters from Elstree that were on a 
round-Britain tour. Our ultra-modern autogyro 
visitors, one a Calidus, the other a Cavalon, arrived as 
a result of a technical diversion. They had been 

heading home from St. Merryn, one to Dorset and 
one to Somerset, when a warning indica,on on the 
Calidus led to the diversion. APer checks were made, 
with no issue being apparent, they refuelled and 
went on their way. For Facebook members who 
follow the ‘Fly Africa’ forum on social media, the 
Cavalon was carrying Duncan Gillespie, a South 
African Boeing 737 BBJ Captain who is the moderator 
for the forum, and was enjoying a few days break 
with the owner of the Cavalon.  
As ever, aircraP have come from far and wide, points 
of origin including Netherthorpe in Yorkshire, 
Shobdon in Herefordshire and Deansland in East 
Sussex. Not a month goes by that we do not record a 
new airfield of origin, and this month we recorded for 
the first ,me Bagber Farm in Dorset, High Ham in 
Somerset, Top Farm in Cambridgeshire, and Spire 
View in Wiltshire.   
The training programme con,nues to be almost fully 
booked. Free weekend slots are rare as hen’s teeth, 
and have to be booked a few weeks ahead. 
September saw another two students achieving their 
first solo flights – at the start of the month Arijit 
Ghoshal flew his first solo under the watchful eye of 
Andy Wilkins, and later in the month Gordon Bridge 

emulated this feat under the tutelage of John Turner. 
Congratula,ons all. 
Out on the airfield, the story of our land 
management prowess con,nues to make na,onal 
news. The October issue of Pilot magazine carries an 
ar,cle on the subject, while the Vintage AircraP Club 
also published an ar,cle, wriden by me. They have 
also asked Pete White and I to present a Zoom talk to 
their members in November. The airfield ecology 
also warranted a men,on in the newsleder of the 
Wildflower Collec,ve Project, of Exeter University, 
who are funded by the Halpin Trust, an organisa,on 
who support major projects of ecological importance 
in the south west. At the end of the month the 
Manchester Branch of the Air Britain Trust, who are 
based at the Avro Heritage Museum at Woodford in 
Cheshire, asked if I could give a talk on airfield 

Ascot 104 on finals for 13

Heli-telly, here for the bike race

Sleek Cavalon gyro



ecology developments later in the year. Sadly, 
Manchester is a long way to go for such an occasion, 
and un,l life returns to normal, the request had to be 
declined. 
The annual meadow cut of the airfield took place at 
the start of the month. Jeff Smeeth of Mount came in 

and first cut the whole airfield, then aPer a few days 
he turned the cut sward into lines for baling. Pete 
Best then arranged the removal, and leP some 
alongside the hedge running down Airfield Lane for 
future collec,on. The difference between a meadow 
cut and a standard grass cut is that a grass cut simply 
leaves the cubngs in place to rot down, whereas with 
a meadow cut the grass is removed. 
Work in the clubhouse con,nues, and Roger Davis is 
now engaged on comple,ng a new enclosed porch at 

the rear of the building. He has also finished the block 
wall for the new central hea,ng boiler house. Richard 
Bracey has started installing the radiators and hopes 
to finish the work  in October before the cold weather 
really kicks in. Having a modern, temperature 

controlled central hea,ng system is going to be an 
enormous improvement. 
The new coffee dispensing machine for those days 
when Diner 31 is closed is being well used. The 
machine provides tea, coffee, hot chocolate, lade, 
cappuccino, mocha and much more. But sadly, the 
problems we had when the coffee was paid for (or 
not) in an honesty box in the kitchen have transferred 
to the snack unit, which Dot keeps filled when she 
and Keith are not available. The taking of items from 
this unit without payment has meant that Dot has 
had to empty the unit. This is an embarrassment to 
the club and brings shame on the ,ny number of 
people who steal cake, chocolates and biscuits. The 
club does not purchase or provide these snacks, 
which are bought by Dot and Keith from their own 
pocket. If anyone knows who took the goods, please 
let me know. 
And finally, please remember that Covid has not gone 
away and deaths from the Delta variant are s,ll 
running at more than 100 a day. We s,ll need to be 
extremely aware of the risks of contrac,ng the 

disease, and should con,nue to follow simple rules 
when at the airfield. If you do need to enter the 
clubhouse for any reason, you must complete the 
‘Track and Trace’ form on the table immediately 
inside the door on the leP and use the hand sani,zer 
provided on every table, and in the toilets. Wear a 
mask if ordering food, and do not use the food tables 
in the clubhouse for any other reason other than to 
eat. Please con,nue to take this seriously. The 
message is clear. Always wear a mask when you are at 
the airfield, and stay out of the clubhouse if at all 
possible. If you are in any doubt about your own 
health phone NHS Direct on 119 to seek guidance. 
WASH HANDS, COVER FACE, MAKE SPACE.  Stay safe.

Arijit goes solo with Andy…

…while John sends Gordon solo

Jeff Smeeth makes hay



By Jay Gates 

The control tower is a great space to observe 
the skies, with its unobstructed ‘big sky’ 
panorama. If you have a thing about clouds, 
you get to see some lovely examples that most 
folk would not give a second glance to – and 
with today’s television weather forecasts, 
clouds no longer tell a tale. In the good old 
days when sailing ships crossed the world, a 
ship’s captain had to be able to read the sea 
and the sky to determine what might hit him 
next. There are clouds, known as ‘messenger’ 
clouds, that precede another weather event. 
One of these is a variety of high level cloud 
called cirrus uncinus, known to weather 
watchers as ‘mares tails’. They are very easy to 
spot as they look exactly like that. They are 
fibrous and have a hooked end – they look like 
a sky full of invisible horses galloping across 
the heavens, their tails being the only parts we 
can see. The ‘messenger’ aspect of cirrus 
uncinus is the fact that it always precedes a 
cold front; if you see mares tails, you are going 
to have rain anywhere from four to twenty four 
hours hence, depending on the speed and 
intensity of the approaching front. The mares 
tails are always to be seen in the direc,on from 
which the front is approaching. They were 
spoded in the west from the tower during the 
month, and guess what? It rained the next day, 
as a weak front passed over the airfield.

Wild horses – heralds of change

                          SHARE FOR SALE 

  

1/6th Share in a 1946 Vintage Tail-wheel Aircraft 

              Aeronca 11AC Chief 
  

 
  

G-IVOR 
  Share Price £3350 

      Running Costs are ONLY £48 per hour WET, plus £60 per month. 
  

G-IVOR was completely restored in 2002 and won The Award for Best Restoration at the PFA Rally in 2003.  
Unlike many tail-draggers G-IVOR has side-by-side seating making it very sociable. It is an excellent aircraft 
for affordable fun flying and ideal for anyone interested in exploring farm strips or just “bumbling around 
on a sunny afternoon”.  The aircraft syndicate is based at Bodmin Airfield (where it has been for 30 years) 
and is kept in an easy access ‘strip’ hangar – availability of the aircraft is also excellent. This is a genuine sale  
 
  Please contact: Pete White on 01752 406660 / 07805 805679   pete@aeronca.co.uk  
 



The art  
of flying
Club member David Young has been 
elected a Full Member of the Guild of 
Avia,on Ar,sts, a rare accolade 
which he shares with fewer than 50 
ar,sts worldwide. David is well-
known to CFC members through his 
wonderful avia,on art, which adorns 
the wall of the clubhouse, and he has 
been commissioned by a number of 
owners to paint their aircraP. 
Examples of his work include Pat 
Malone’s Robin DR400 crossing the 
Sahara and Nick and Zeb Chidenden 
taxiing out in their vintage Aeronca 
C3 – there are many more. David is 
now en,tled to add the leders ‘GAvA’ to his name, 
which will no doubt put the value of his pain,ngs up 
– talk to your insurers! 
Ar,sts begin as ‘Friends’ of the Guild of Avia,on 
Ar,sts, and aPer three years of having work accepted 
at their annual exhibi,on in the Mall Galleries in 
London, they progress to being ‘Associates’ of the 
Guild. To become Full Members they must be voted 
in by the other Full Members, of whom there are 
thought to be fewer than 50 in the world. 

David recently went solo on the RV12 G-CJIC and is 
pushing ahead with his PPL course. He is also an 
accomplished photographer who provides pictures of 
our Club events for this newsleder. 
David has been interested in avia,on since childhood 
but the availability of the Kernow RV aircraP has 
helped make it possible for him finally to learn to fly. 
He’s a successful illustrator and ar,st and you may be 
familiar with some of his non-avia,on work too – 
especially if you drink Baileys. David says: “I first 

developed an interest in art, 
and in par,cular avia,on art, 
aPer seeing the wonderful 
pain,ngs on the front of 
model kit boxes by ar,sts like 
Roy Huxley and Roy Cross. I 
would spend hours trying to 
do my own copies of these 
pain,ngs and learnt a lot 
about pain,ng and drawing in 
the process. 
“My early years were spent in 
Zambia, but from the age of 
11 I've lived in Cornwall. I 
dreamed of joining the RAF 
and becoming a pilot, but 
aPer school my love of art led 
me to art college in Falmouth 
to study Illustra,on, and then, 
strangely enough, Ceramic 
Design! I pursued a career as a 
freelance illustrator and have 

Nick and Zeb in the Aeronca

Pat and Terry over the Sahara



spent the last 25 years doing just that, working for 
magazine and book publishers as well as packaging 
and collectable coin design projects.  
"I'd always kept a strong interest in avia,on and 
avia,on art but never actually painted any myself. I 
eventually decided to try some oil pain,ngs of planes 
in my spare ,me, and submided them to the Guild of 
Avia,on Ar,sts summer exhibi,on at the Mall 
Galleries in London. I was thrilled to get them 
accepted, and even sold a pain,ng. That was back in 
2016, and since then I've really enjoyed being part of 
the Guild, going to sketching days at  museums and 
airfields and making lots of friends in the process.  
“I've been lucky enough to get quite a few 
commissions for my avia,on art over the last few 
years, and of course have work on display in the 

David’s art on the 
clubhouse wall

When we were young…

clubhouse. It was on visits to events at the airfield that I 
was eventually persuaded to learn to fly myself – I didn't 
take too much persuading. 
“As well as avia,on, I also love to paint coastal scenes 
and boats... well, living in Cornwall, why wouldn't I? I 
generally use oil paints on canvas panels or board. Light 
is my main interest in a pain,ng, par,cularly 
backligh,ng, and I'm far more concerned with gebng 
that atmospheric feel to a pain,ng than its technical 
accuracy. 
“The Baileys label, used I think between 2007 and 2013, 
was probably my most printed and seen illustra,on, 
although it’s not very exci,ng as a pain,ng goes.” 
You can see more of David’s work on his website 
www.davidyoungar,st.co.uk, where you can find his 
contact details.



Help us mark an LAA milestone
By Pete White 

Come and join us on October 26th, if you can… 
that’s the date of the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of the Light AircraP Associa,on, and to 
celebrate this milestone the LAA are holding a 
na,onwide ‘scramble’ of light aircraP to try to 
get as many of us in the air as possible. The 
Cornwall Strut will be playing a full part in 
proceedings.  
The LAA was previously known as the Popular 
Flying Associa,on, which built upon the 
pioneering progress of its predecessor the Ultra 
Light AircraP Associa,on. The ULAA was 
inaugurated at a mee,ng on 26th October 1946 
by a collec,on of men and women whose aim 
was to bring affordable flying to the masses and 
to establish Flying For Fun for all. 
Today the LAA, with almost 8,000 members 
around the country and in Europe, has not only 
maintained its Flying For Fun spirit but has 

become a much respected en,ty in the world 
of light aircraP. Whether you are an aircraP 
builder, a vintage and classic aircraP pilot and 
enthusiast or your dream is to fly a modern 
starship with all the bells and whistles, the LAA 
has your interests at heart. Just think where 
we’d be if every aircraP needed full CAA 
cer,fica,on and maintenance, with the 
associated costs! Very few of us would be able 
to fly. 
The Cornwall Strut is one of the LAA’s regional 
branches, with Bodmin Airfield as its 
headquarters and natural home. As Chairman 
of the Cornwall Strut and Events Organiser for 
Cornwall Flying Club I arrange for the Strut and 
the Club to share our events and evening talks 
in the winter – although this coming winter, 
sadly, we are once again Covid-stricken.  
So come and join us, on one of these dates, or 
preferably both. And if you can help out, please 
let me know – pete@aeronca.co.uk, 01752 


