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Lundy cancelled? Who knew? Story within…

AEROCLUB alert: it’s too risky
By Darren Fern
After a glorious week of fine weather there has 
been a lot of activity at the airfield, and hopefully 
we will have another fine September to set us up 
for the autumn. The airfield is in good shape at 
the moment and we pray that we can operate  for 
much of the next few months.
The spectre of Covid-19 still hangs over us, with a 
rapidly increasing number of cases adding to an 
already high starting point. This week, UK 
researchers published peer-reviewed data on 
more than 43,000 cases in England between 
March and May. People infected with the Delta 
variant of COVID-19 carry twice the risk of 
needing to be treated in hospital than those with 
the early Alpha strain.
Although the younger element of summer 
holidaymakers will be reducing soon, there 
usually isn't much of a lull before the  emergency 
services start dealing with more elderly visitors 
falling ill on their autumn break. While vaccination 
reduces the severity of illness for the majority, it 

doesn't completely remove the risk. There is 
good evidence that immunity levels are falling in 
‘double jabbed’ people. As a healthcare worker, I 
was vaccinated fairly early on in the programme, 
and the observed reduction in immunity is 
becoming a worry. ‘Super-spreading’ events such 
as Boardmasters and the Bank Holiday weekend 
will inevitably see a rise not just in the younger 
population and visitors, but also in the local 
population. We wait with bated breath to see 
what happens to the numbers when the kids go 
back to school, potentially bringing infection back 
into our homes.
With this in mind, the Board have decided that 
the AEROCLUB events programme of evening 
talks carry a significant risk of disease 
transmission, so we’ve taken the difficult decision 
to postpone the meetings, although we are 
exploring ways to use Zoom as an alternative. If 
we can persuade our speakers to re-format their 
talks in a Zoom-friendly way, we will let you 
know. The forthcoming LAA Cornwall Strut Fly-in 



and the Tiger Moth events are going ahead as 
they are predominantly ‘outside events’. The 
clubhouse will have restricted access to allow 
use of the washrooms and food will be served 
outside.
The same concerns will affect our next Annual 
General Meeting, which has been set for 24th 
November 2021. We cannot safely accommodate 
the numbers of people that usually attend, so we 
will be repeating the arrangements from last year 
– ie, a Zoom AGM.
Formal notice of the AGM will be issued before 
26th October, but please pencil the date in your 
diary as it is unlikely to 
change. 
Our Articles of 
Association require us 
to take some action at 
this AGM to enable the 
staggering of Board 
appointments. We all 
see the advantages of 
this – it ensures that 
we have a steady 
transition for new 
Directors, rather than 
losing six at once. With 
this in mind, Terry Earl 
has decided to stand 
down as a Director, 
having shouldered the 
burden for many years. 
Pat Malone has also 
decided to stand down 
but is seeking re-
election, and the Board 
strongly support his position. His knowledge of 
local affairs and community relations is vital at 
the moment, particularly as we continue our 
dealings with local councils and planning 
departments.
A formal announcement of a request for 
nominations for the positions as Directors will be 
sent out by 9th November, and the final list of 
Nominees published on or before 15th 
November. The election will be carried out using 
secure, anonymised electronic ballot processes 
as we have done  in the past.
The Board would like to express our thanks to 
Terry for his many years of service to the club, 
both as an Instructor and as a Board member. 
He has lived through the highs and lows of the 
club, and has been a voice of calm reason 
throughout. We will miss his input and wise 
counsel on the Board, and hope his relationship 
with the club continues long into the future.

A close shave
Many members will have heard about Stefan 
Heale’s recent close shave at Dunkeswell. Stefan 
was PIC of a Cessna 182 that was hit from 
behind by one of the Dunkeswell-based Stearman 
aircraft. The pilots and aircraft are well known to 
many members of the club, and we are all 
relieved that no-one received life-threatening 
injuries. Stefan needed hospital treatment for his 
injuries but was able to return home fairly quickly. 

I have chatted with him on a number of occasions 
since the accident, and his indomitable spirit 
continues to shine undaunted. Despite only 
having use of his left little finger to operate a 
keyboard, he was back at work doing CAA 
paperwork and supporting his partner. Snowflake 
and Stefan are words unlikely to be found in a 
single sentence!  
Stefan sent a few images of the unexpected 
meeting, showing how lucky he was to escape 
with minor injuries, and just how strong a C182 is.

Stefan’s accident at Dunkeswell



Lundy Sunday falls on a Wednesday

By Pete White 

The 2021 Lundy Sunday Fly-in on 1st August was to 
have been a mammoth event with 98 aircraA 
booked to fly in – and to cap it all, it was the 21st 
year of our fly-ins to this wonderful magical island 
just off the North Devon coast. Of all of the limited 
number of events available this year due to 
the pandemic, this one was going to be very 
special –  but alas the weather gods had 
other ideas, and we had to reluctantly pull 
the plug at the last moment. 
The Lundy Sunday event could not happen 
without the loyal support of the team, 
whose personnel has varied a liNle over the 
years,  but the core body of about six all felt 
they needed to get to the island. So a Lundy 
Scramble was organised, and even this took 
three aNempts due to our old enemy, the 
weather gods, probably listening into our 
planning discussions. 
Wednesday 25th August was CAVOK, the 
wind was down ‘runway’ 06 on the island 
and aAer a briefing and discussion of who 
would go in first to move the sheep to the 
far end of the field before the remainder of 
the aircraA landed on, we were eager to go. 

A gaggle of four vintage 
aircraA slowly climbed 
away from Bodmin Airfield 
and headed in a northerly 
direcYon, and despite a 
smaNering of broken 
cumulus ahead, our target 
was in full view, basking in 
the sunlight. The fields and 
moorland slipped by, 
revealing a patchwork 
paNern that is quite unique 
to Cornwall, a combinaYon 
of old field systems 
coupled with pockets of 
acYve agricultural land 
with ever-increasing new-
builds to saYsfy the rising 
demand. We leave this 
behind to transit over a 
slightly muddy turquoise 
shade of sea that leads us 
to the sun soaked ‘Puffin 
Island’. 
Richard Saw arrived first 
over the island, flying his 

1946 Auster Autocrat G-AIGD with our photographer 
David Young as his crew. Richard encouraged the 
sheep to move to the eastern end of the airstrip 
allowing myself, flying Aeronca Chief G-IVOR with 
John Colgate, to land on 06 and taxi to our parking 
area. The rest of the team fluNered in – Bill Thirtle in 

Lundy, jewel of the Bristol Channel

Approaching over the populated end



PA17 Vagabond G-BLMP, Chris Burton flying Aeronca 
Champ G-BPFM, and a late arrival from the land of 
Dragons, Alan Crutcher in his Aeronca Chief G-BRWR. 
The Lundy Team were back, but this visit was purely 
social and without the backbreaking job of running a 
fly-in, so the first stop was the Marisco Tavern for a 
coffee and lunch. 
A gentle wander around the south of the island led 
us to the old Victorian lighthouse, which was built in 
error as the light was not visible when needed due 
to the height of the land it was constructed on. Later 
two lighthouses were built at much lower levels, one 
at the north of the island and other at the south. Our 
tour included the church which holds a collecYon of 
display boards illustraYng the history of the island 

and showing examples of local vegetaYon and 
animal life. 
The almost treeless landscape of Lundy has a motley 
collecYon of buildings ranging from a quite grand 
manor house to ancient wooden dwellings, and a lot 
of them provide revenue as leeng properYes. 
Visitors who stay are usually aNracted by the 
excellent diving faciliYes or cliff climbing 
opportuniYes as well as a wild and rough terrain for 
hiking, and of course the peace and quiet. Lundy is 
also rich in birdlife and the animals are not just 
restricted to the farming varieYes. 
The finish of our tour of Lundy brought us back to 
the tavern for a beverage and a reflecYon of our 
great day out before we walked back to aerial 
mounts to wend our way back in the evening skies to 
our respecYve bases. Some of the magic of Lundy 
can be seen in the photos in this link below. 
hNps://www.flickr.com/photos/190239926@N08/
albums/72157719737684766 

Al fresco dining chez Marisco

View from the useless lighthouse

CAVOK, finally

https://www.flickr.com/photos/190239926@N08/albums/72157719737684766%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.flickr.com/photos/190239926@N08/albums/72157719737684766%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Going solo cures the summertime blues
By Jay Gates 

The fijul stop-start summer of 2021 conYnues with 
extreme wet, extreme heat, and a liNle pleasant 
weather in between. Despite everything, the month 
promised to be full of acYvity, events, training and 
conYnued improvements around the estate. It 
nearly all worked! 
You’d be forgiven in thinking that August has been 
quite pleasant, because the last week of the month 
turned out to be quite passable as far as summer 
weather goes. What you would be forgeeng was 
that this dapper weather only started on August 
24th, and prior to that, rain fell on 18 of the 23 days 
in the month. Despite the overall dampness, the 
monthly rainfall was actually below average for 
August, with only 67% of average rainfall having 
been recorded up to August 29th. With the pleasant 
weather at the Yme of wriYng expected to see the 
month out, this figure is unlikely to change. So once 
again, we see-saw between a month of above-
average rainfall and a month of below-average 
rainfall. Across the south west the picture is the 

same, with Culdrose to the west recording only 63% 
of their average rainfall, and Dunkeswell to 
the east recording 86%. The overall wetness 
of the summer thus far is reflected in the 
levels of our two major reservoirs, with the 
larger Roadford reservoir at 86% capacity, 
and Colliford Lake having 72% capacity. Even 
Siblyback Lake, which is not a drinking water 
reservoir but rather is used to maintain the 
steady flow of the Fowey River throughout 
the year, is showing 72% capacity.  
The August weather cost us eight flying days 
where we could not fulfil our training and 
introductory flight programme, which is a 

great loss for the high season month where we get 
many ‘off the street’ requests for introductory flights 
from tourists enjoying a holiday in Cornwall. This is 
staycaYon year, so Cornwall is even busier than 

usual, which aAer a pandemic summer 
shutdown last year is good news for local 
businesses. Those losses aside, the month has 
not been too bad from the flying perspecYve, 
with 778 movements recorded up to August 
29th. This compares extremely well with the 
592 movements from August 2020 (when we 
were out of the first lockdown), and even 
beNer set against the 770 movements from 
August 2019, and the 690 movements from 
August 2018. We sYll have two days to go, 
with good weather forecast, so we will pass 
800, possibly even 850 movements before the 
month is out. As always, the fuel sales figures 
conYnue to mirror the movement trend, with 
just under 5,500 litres of avgas 100LL 
dispensed up to August 29th, and an 

addiYonal 800 litres of UL91 being sold, a trend 

Alex Kolinsky solos on his 16th birthday

First solo for a happy David Young 

Bruce congratulates soloist Tony Nelson



which increases each month. The avgas figure 
compares to the 5,400 litres we dispensed in August 
2020, 7,500 litres in August 2019 and 6,300 in 

August 2018. This year we’re looking at surpassing 
7,000 litres by month’s end. 
Once more Bodmin aNracted visitors from all over 
the country and brought in aircraA, helicopters and 
autogyro types of all shapes and sizes. The fixed-
wing spread varied from an exquisite Extra 300S 
flown by UK aerobaYc ace Chris BurkeN, down 
through some smart modern types such as a Sonaca 
200 – whose two young pilots camped on the airfield 
during their short break in Cornwall –  and a 
microlight in the guise of a lovely Pipistrel Alpha. 
Helicopters included holidaying owners of both 
Robinson R22 and R44 helicopters, in from 
Wellesbourne and Newport respecYvely. The R22 
was flown by its owner David Monks, who is not only 
Chairman of the Helicopter Club of Great Britain and 
Captain of the BriYsh Helicopter Team but is 
Chairman of the Royal Aero Club and was recently 

elected President of the FederaYon AeronauYque 
InternaYonale (FAI), the Geneva-based governing 
body of global air sports. David has a home in Rock 

and is well-known to many members as he oAen drops 
into Bodmin for fuel. We also had two magnificent 
autogyros which showed the way they have developed 
in recent years. One was a fabulously modern two seat 
Magni Orion, in from Herjordshire, the other a more 
tradiYonal single seat EvereN Cricket, owned by Francis 
at St. Merryn airfield 
As always the aircraA came from all parts of the United 
Kingdom, including Sherburn-in-Elmet in Yorkshire to 
the north, Duxford in Cambridgeshire to the east, and 
Haverfordwest in South Wales to the west. Not a 
month goes by that we do not host a visitor from an 
airfield we had not previously recorded, and this month 
we had CoNered in Herjordshire, Watnall in 
Noenghamshire, and two airfields in Somerset, Clover 
and the magnificently-named White Ox Mead. We also 
had a departure to Ireland, with one of our members 
leaving for a week of flying around the Emerald Isle.   
The training programme goes from strength to strength 

and we conYnue to have fully booked days, seven days 
a week, with new bookings having to wait over a week 
for a slot to become available. Our splendid team of 
instructors, including CFI Bruce AbboN, Andy Wilkins, 
John Turner and Simon Burke cover the bulk of the 
week, with Nick ChiNenden and Terry Earl filling in on 
special training requirements. During August three 
students achieved their first solos – Alex Kolinsky, who 
went solo on August 2nd, his 16th birthday, under the 
watchful eye of Terry Earl. Two days later a double 
header took place when Bruce AbboN sent first David 
Young, then Tony Nelson, on their first solo flights. As 
reported last month, an added element to our training 
offers is that we are now using Andy Wilkins’ 
magnificent Decathlon to run our first aerobaYc and 
tailwheel courses. Recently Bruce AbboN completed 
our first aerobaYc course with Ellie Carter. We also 
completed our first two tailwheel training courses on 
the Decathlon. On August 23rd, a future instructor for 
the club, Jamie Wharram, completed his requisite total 

FAI President David Monks drops in

Modern store-bought Magni autogyro

Traditional Everett Cricket from St Merryn



of 206 flying hours to enable him to begin his formal 
training to become a rated instructor. Jamie will be 
working with Bruce AbboN to achieve his goal, 
hopefully compleYng it next year. 
Out on the airfield, the story of our land 
management success in maintaining a rare 
and much envied tradiYonal hay meadow 
has aNracted naYonal interest. The two 
largest general aviaYon magazines have 
wriNen major arYcles on how we are working 
with ecologists, botanists and agricultural 
specialists to share our natural wealth. We 
have also had interest from the Countryside 
Manager at Lanhydrock Estate, who plans to 
develop more tradiYonal hay meadows on 
the nearby NaYonal Trust property. We will 
report progress on that score, and anything 
else that transpires, as word gets out 
regarding our valuable natural assets.  
We conYnue to clear ragwort from around 
the airfield and the lanes surrounding us, 
with great success. We now think we have managed 
to clear 99% of all major ragwort stands in the 

vicinity. While Ragwort presents no dangers to 
aircraA, it is said to be a risk to the sheep and caNle 
that surround us, and to the horses that pass by. As 
with the last few years, we will conYnue to 
try and remove 100% of all ragwort, not only 
from the airfield, but from the surrounding 
lanes as well, to protect our local farming 
community.  
The changeable weather at the start of the 
month resulted in the disappointment of yet 
another event cancellaYon for Pete White, 
this being the Lundy Sunday fly-in, where 98 
aircraA had booked to fly onto that 
magnificent island. However, one man 
mustn’t have got the memo, as they say, 
because intrepid Chris BriNlebank, a reYred 

Boeing 787 captain from Goodwood in West Sussex, 
flew to Lundy on the appointed day in his splendid 
1941 Piper J-3 Cub, together with his son. On arrival 
he found that he was the only one to have made the 

trip. He erected his tent and had a nice supper at the 
Marisco Tavern, and flew into Bodmin next morning. 

He stayed for four days, joined by his wife 
and daughter. This is his second stay with us 
this year.  
Work conYnues in the clubhouse, and Roger 
Davis has finished the refurbishment of the 
ladies toilet. He has also completed the 
plinth for the new central heaYng oil tank 
and is working on the shed to house the 
central heaYng boiler. We also now have a 
proper coffee dispensing machine for those 
days when Diner 31 is closed, providing tea, 
coffee, hot chocolate, laNe, cappuccino, 
mocha and more. The machine is cashless 
and purchases can only be made using a 
card or via your mobile phone. It removes 
the vagaries of geeng a hot drink ‘out of 
hours’, and also removes from me the 

dispiriYng experience of finding a washer or a 
kopek in the payment cup. The small kitchen will be 
converted into a storeroom in due course.  

Chris Brittlebank’s pristine Cub

Chris Burkett’s Extra 300S

Campers with Sonaca 200



We were not spared the problems that the country 
is experiencing due to the lack of HGV drivers. Our 
waste disposal contract with a naYonal provider 
includes the emptying of three waste skips on a 

fortnightly basis, one for general waste, one for 
recycled material and one for glass. Our last 
collecYon was July 7th. By August 16th, despite 
numerous calls to the supplier, who used the driving 
issue as the excuse, we had sYll had no collecYon 
and a public health issue was brewing down at the 
waste site. A call to their head office, with the 
‘scenario painYng’ of birds being aNracted to the 
airfield and creaYng a birdstrike problem, potenYally 
ending in a bad outcome, seemed to do the trick as 
three days later, on August 19th, all of the waste 
skips were empYed aAer a gap of six weeks. 

If there is anybody out there who collects the plasYc 
milk boNle tops for charity (green, red, blue and 
yellow), please get in touch with me. I have been 
collecYng them, with assistance from others, for a 
member who passed them on to the charity that 
uYlises them for fund raising purposes. The member 
in quesYon has moved jobs and is no longer in touch 
with the collector. If you, or someone you know, 
collects the plasYc boNle tops for charity, I have a 
small stash of them for you, and I will conYnue to 
collect them on your behalf.  
Cornwall now has the highest Covid infecYon rate in 
the country, and there is an increased risk for those 
of us who use the clubhouse during the day. Please 
conYnue to follow the simple rules when at the 
airfield. If you do need to enter the clubhouse for any 
reason, you must complete the ‘Track and Trace’ 
form on the table immediately inside the door on the 

leA, and use the hand saniYzer provided on every 
table and in the toilets. Wear a mask if ordering food, 
and do not use the food tables in the clubhouse for 
any other reason other than to eat. If you have yet to 
have a jab, please do so. Two of our younger 
members have contracted the illness recently, and 
we do not want it to enter our domain. So please 
take this seriously – the risk is sYll very real. Don’t 
come to the airfield unless you have to, always wear 
a mask when you are at the airfield, and stay out of 
the clubhouse if at all possible. If you are in any 
doubt about your health you should not come to the 
airfield, but should phone NHS Direct on 119 to seek 
guidance. The very simple government message to us 
all is unchanged, and is as important as ever – WASH 
HANDS, COVER FACE, MAKE SPACE.  Stay safe. 

Refurbished ladies’ facility

Ragwort Man at work

Fancy a cuppa?



The heat 
is on
Work is in hand to ensure that 
whatever the weather throws at us 
this winter, the clubhouse will be 
warm and welcoming. We are 
installing a central heaYng system to 
augment the congenial but 
inadequate wood-burning stove on 
which we have relied for our comfort 
since Yme immemorial. 
We are fortunate to have in 
membership Richard Bracey, whose 
business is installing heaYng systems 
– mostly ‘green’ models such as 
ground-source and air-source 
pumps, which are becoming 
increasingly popular with builders and 
renovators. But Richard is also qualified not only 
to install but to sign off more tradiYonal heaYng 
arrangements. 
A pilot for three years, Richard learned to fly at 
Bodmin and now has some 115 hours and is 
doing his IR(R) course with Bruce AbboN. Since 
he joined the club he has been an acYve member, 

oAen using his van to tow the gang mowers, and 
promoYng the club at local shows in the pre-
Covid era. During the last winter in which the 
clubhouse was open, 2019/20, he provided us 
with enough wood to see us through the enYre 
season. 
Richard volunteered to look at our heaYng needs 
as part of our clubhouse rebuilding programme 

and established from the 
outset that ground-source 
or air-source heaYng was 
not our opYmum choice. 
Such systems tend to 
warm a building to a 
certain temperature at all 
Ymes and don’t have the 
flexibility that our usage 
paNern indicates. 
Furthermore, despite the 
fantasYc improvements 
Roger Davis has made 
during his renovaYon 
work, the clubhouse is sYll 
two builders’ huts stuck 
together and even with 
the new insulaYon it won’t 
be sufficiently airYght to 
ensure that a green 

Oil tank has been delivered

Our benefactor Richard when he passed his GFT with Terry



heaYng system would be cost-effecYve. So Richard 
recommended oil-fired heaYng. “We need an 
efficient system we can turn on and off as 
required,” he says. 
Richard oAen finds himself replacing oil-fired 
central heaYng with greener 
alternaYves and is leA with 
boilers, tanks and fiengs to 
dispose of – some of it sYll in 
good condiYon. He has been able 
to furnish almost all of what we 
need either free or at remarkably 
low prices, and has already 
provided us with an oil tank and a 
second-hand boiler. “It’s a good 
used boiler, and of course I can 
service it myself,” he says. “And if 
something beNer comes along, 
we can consider upgrading.” 
The boiler will be sited beneath 
the steps outside the back of the 
building, where Roger Davis is 
building a housing for it – the 
pipes are being run underneath 

the clubhouse. Richard is now 
sourcing the dozen or so 
radiators we’ll need. One 
consideraYon is future-proofing 
the system, so the radiators will 
be slightly larger than you 
might think we’d need. This is 
in case future environmental 
legislaYon forces us to switch 
to sustainable alternaYves, in 
which case we could look at a 
ground-source system. 
Another advantage is that 
Richard oAen finds that the oil 
tanks his Lostwithiel-based 
company takes out are not 
enYrely empty, and he’s able to 
give us a certain amount of oil 
free of charge. We will be 
keeping the wood-burner –
 whatever its shortcomings, 
there’s nothing quite like sieng 
by a real fire on a cold winter’s 
day.  
The Board would like to place 

on record its thanks to Richard 
Bracey for everything he does, quietly and 
without fanfare, for the club, with this great giA 
being only the latest and most visible 
manifestaYon of his sustained support. 

Richard promoting the club at Wadebridge show

Boiler housing under construction – the gas bottles will go



The day my world turned upside down
My name is Gordon Bridge, and I am indebted to the 
paYence of CFC instructors as I work through my PPL 
revalidaYon exercises aAer a gap in my flying for several 
years for domesYc reasons. A few days ago I was booked 
in for a rouYne training session with Andy when plans 
had to be changed at the last minute as my beloved 152 
was nowhere to be seen, having been held up on a 
training cross country because of earlier bad visibility. 
We discussed ground school training opYons and one 
that came up from my notes was slow speed stall 
awareness and recovery and avoidance of subsequent 
potenYal spin scenarios. Having seen Andy land and taxi 
his Decathlon just as I was driving into the airfield, it was 
with some cheek I suggested it would be a great 
experience for me to try some of these manoeuvres in 
the Decathlon! AAer short consideraYon it was agreed 
that this, indeed would be a very valuable training 
experience, since turning to final at relaYve low airspeed 
happened on every flight and the more realisYc 
anYcipaYon of the stall and the potenYal aAermath 
scenario of incipient spin, the beNer the impact would 
be on my training. This was how, some 15 minutes later, 
I came to be very securely and Yghtly double strapped 
into the back seat posiYon of G-OCOK.  Although the 
Yghtness was iniYally quite uncomfortable, very soon I 
was so glad it was! I followed Andy on the control sYck 
and pedals during take-off and climb out to the training 

area just north of the lakes. Thanks to good weather and 
well broken cloud we quickly reached 4,500 feet in 
preparaYon for the manoeuvres to come. Andy kindly 
broke me in very gently, starYng with bog standard low 
power stalls. I was amazed at the rapid response to sYck 
and rudder movement and the instant availability of 
engine power. So different from that gentle push-pull 
throNle in the 152! The fantasYc all-round vision, thanks 
to my proximity to large windows, enhanced the whole 
experience. Something I temporarily regreNed a liNle 
later! Now that I was feeling quite confident in the 
cockpit, Andy demonstrated the progression from stall 
to incipient spin. My first reacYon was: wow, what just 
happened? I can’t, and wouldn’t want to repeat my 
iniYal words here! It seemed like I was looking verYcally 
down to the ground from the inside of a washing 
machine on fast spin! Simultaneously the negaYve G 
tried to pull me from the seat (thank God for those big 
straps). Now don’t let me put you off this experience, 
things do improve once returned to level flight and the 
semi-circular canals in one’s inner ears are back where 
they should be! Having checked that I felt ok Andy said 
it was now my turn. With some trepidaYon I reduced 
power to enter the stall, then kick rudder hard leA to 
iniYate the spin and bang – straight down to that 
rotaYng ground again. More recognisable vision did 
begin to reach my brain from my eyes this Yme and 



think I knew what I was doing – just. Power off, rudder 
hard right to counter the spin, then centre sYck to level 
the wings. Wow, power on and I pulled up to a level 
horizon!  Two more of those, this Yme to the right and I 
felt I had cracked it. Andy brought me down to earth 
with a bang (metaphorically speaking) by reminding me 
that I was not learning how to perform this manoeuvre, 
merely how to avoid it in the first place! That was really 
it, lessons learned as they say. One quick roll and a loop 
on the way back to the airfield and a smooth flapless 
landing brough this exhilaraYng experience to a close. A 
photo of yours truly by G-OCOK, sYll able to stand, and 
smiling proves that lessons can be both learned and 
enjoyed from this type of aerobaYc experience.  Very 
many thanks to Andy for a great session. 

By Pete White 
September 11th is the date of the Light AircraA 
AssociaYon’s Cornwall Strut fly-in, and we’re 
hoping to get as many club members to the 
airfield as possible to share in the event. Come 
and join in the fun – last year, it was one of the 
biggest gathering of aircraA naYonwide during 
the year, with 50 aircraA flying in – and if you can 
offer some help, please get in touch. We need 
marshals for both aircraA and vehicles, catering 
assistants, FOD collectors etc – but most of all, we 
need people to give our visitors a great warm 
Cornish welcome. And there are more important 
dates for your diary – September 12th, 
September 18th and 19th, and October 26th. On 
the 12th the Tiger Moths return to Bodmin, and 
you can experience the joy of open cockpit flying 
over the glorious Cornish countryside. We’ll have 
two Tigers flying in formaYon, so flying with your 
partner or your pal can become a reality. The 
weekend of September 18th/19th brings the 
vintage Boeing A75 Stearman, the biplane trainer 
that taught the American military to fly in the 
run-up to World War Two. And October 26th 
2021 marks the 75th Anniversary of the Light 
AircraA AssociaYon (LAA), and to celebrate this 
milestone the LAA are holding a naYonwide 
‘scramble’ of light aircraA, whether on a permit 
or a C of A, just to fly for fun! And the Cornwall 
Strut will be playing a full part in proceedings. Put 

the date in your diary, and let’s get the whole 
fleet airborne! 
The LAA was previously known as the Popular 
Flying AssociaYon, which built upon the 
pioneering progress of its predecessor the Ultra 
Light AircraA AssociaYon. The ULAA was 
inaugurated at a meeYng on 26th October 1946 
by a collecYon of men and women whose aim 
was to bring affordable flying to the masses and 
to establish Flying For Fun for all. Today the LAA, 
with almost 8,000 members  around the country 
and in Europe, has not only maintained its Flying 
For Fun spirit but has become a much respected 
enYty in the world of light aircraA. Whether you 
are an aircraA builder, a vintage and classic 
aircraA pilot and enthusiast or your dream is to 
fly a modern starship with all the bells and 
whistles, the LAA has your interests at heart.  
The Cornwall Strut is one of the LAA’s regional 
branches, with Bodmin Airfield as its 
headquarters and natural home. As Chairman of 
the Cornwall Strut and Events Organiser for 
Cornwall Flying Club I arrange for the Strut and 
the Club to share our events and evening talks in 
the winter – although this coming winter, sadly, 
we are once again Covid-stricken.  
So come and join us, on one of these dates, or 
preferably both. And if you can help out, please 
let me know – pete@aeronca.co.uk, 01752 
406660 or 07805 805679. 

Covid or no, the 
fly-ins are on



Pete White, Chairman of the Aeronca Club of GB, sent 
me this item from an Alaskan bush pilots publicaYon and 
suggested it might make material for the newsleNer, I 
dunno why… but here goes. (Ed) 
“It was the early 90s and my friend and I had just landed 
on a gravel bar in the upper Skwentna River. Both our 
Super Cubs had big Yres and all sorts of mods. AAer 
three or four go-arounds we had managed to squeeze 
them onto the gravel bar and up into the alders. We 
thought we were really hot stuff as we pulled out our 
fishing gear. 
Then we heard something like... pukka-pukka-pukka-
pukka... coming down the river. Then we saw it, an ‘Air-
knocker’ also known as an Aeronca Champ, cruising 
down the river about five feet off the water. It only had 
Yres the size of 850s and nothing special as far as mods. 
The pilot whipped past us and then banked around over 
the river. The liNle Champ slowed way down so the Yres 
were just skimming the water as it rolled up into the 
sandbar and stopped aAer 50 yards. In a three point 
aetude without any bouncing, while our landings 
looked like controlled crashes... 
The old pilot killed the engine and jumped out with his 
fishing rod. My buddy and I stood there dumbfounded. 
The flapless liNle Champ had rolled about one-third of 
the distance we needed to stop our Cubs with big flaps. 
And it turned out the Yres were only 800s... 
AAer catching a couple salmon, (we did not catch 
anything) the Champ pilot hand-started his engine and 
made a beauYful short field take-off using only a short 
stretch of the gravel bar. As it disappeared around a 
bend in the river, we could hear the pukka-pukka sounds 
of the twin exhaust pipes unYl it was a couple of miles 
away. 
That was the minute when I figured out that experience 
and pilot skill mean a lot more than what type of plane 
you fly. And from that day on, I never looked down my 
nose at an Aeronca Champ.”

Pete and his  ‘Air Knocker’

Clay Country’s 
wartime secret
By Pat Malone 

MarYn Pengelly may know something about this, 
but I doubt anyone else does – in the early years of 
World War Two Cornwall was home to a super-
secret experimental programme designed to 
produce aluminium for warplanes out of china clay. 
Aluminium used to be a precious metal –  Queen 
Victoria had a set of aluminium plate for special 
occasions, and her guests were astounded. But 
technology for processing the metal improved only 
slowly, and in the first part of the 20th century it 
was sYll a ponderous business. Before the Second 
World War there were real fears of an aluminium 
shortage, which would translate into a shortage of 
fighter aircraA. So the government funded a 
programme which aimed to convert china clay –
which is a hydrated aluminium silicate crystalline 
mineral formed from the hydrothermal 
decomposiYon of granite (it says here) –  into 
aluminium by mixing it with ammonium sulphate. 
This created cakes of aluminium hydrate, which 
would be fired to produce aluminium oxide, which 
in turn would be smelted into aluminium metal.  
This programme was begun at the Drinnick clay 
works in Nanpean, in the heart of the clay country. 
On the evening of April 28, 1941, the Germans 
bombed Nanpean, damaging 40 houses and killing 
several local people. Why on earth would the 
LuAwaffe target Nanpean? Did they know 
something we didn’t? The raid was passed off as an 
accident, with aircraA which had overshot the 
Plymouth Blitz dumping their loads before 
recrossing the Channel. But who’s to know? 
Like ourselves, the Americans feared an aluminium 
shortage and built an all-stainless steel cargo plane, 
the Budd RB-1 Conestoga, at the beginning of the 
war. The only surviving example is in the Pima air 
museum in Tucson, Arizona. The steel was very thin 
– it looks as though it was made from baco-foil. It 
did actually fly, but the aluminium shortage never 
materialised because of technological advances in 
aluminium processing, and by war’s end the world 
had so much excess aluminium we started making 
Land Rovers out of it. The BriYsh government 
withdrew its support for the Nanpean project in 
1943, and all that remains is the alumina sYrrer 
tank, an exhibit at the Wheal Martyn mining 
museum at Carthew. 



Fly-in visitors strip 
the bushes
By Jay Gates 

Bodmin Airfield’s wildlife is dominated at the moment 
by pollinators, and we have had an amazing influx of 
insects of all shapes and sizes. The infield knapweed, 
and the buddleia that surrounds the buildings and car 
park, are awash with pollinators of every shape and 
form. Countless bees thrive on the tradiYonal hay 
meadow, and there has been an explosion of buNerflies 

on the airfield. The oujield has Meadow Browns, 
Common Blues and Great Whites, while the buddleia is 
alive with beauYful Red Admirals, Peacocks, Painted 
Ladies and Small Tortoiseshell buNerflies, with the 
bonus of visits from the rarer Silver-Washed FriYllary.  

1/3 SHARE FOR 
SALE AERONCA 

CHAMP 
£3950 

 

COSTS 

£100 A MONTH (INCLUDES INSURANCE 
AND HANGARAGE) £35PH WET 

Plane benefits from a top end overhaul in 2020, so no unexpected 
major costs predicted.  Excellent availability, great plane to fly. 

Contact: Dekker Vermeulen 07957 690821 

dekker73@hotmail.com 

Silver-washed Fritillary

Red Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell

Peacock butterfly

All members should be aware that Davidstow 
airfield is strictly PPR… it’s open to microlights 
and paramotors, and pilots wishing to visit will 
be emailed a temporary membership form before 
they can land. Have a look at their website 
www.davidstowflyingclub.org for details. 

Davidstow PPR

http://www.davidstowflyingclub.org


VINTAGE Bi-PLANE Flights available from Bodmin 
Airfield on Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th Sept 2021 

 

Fly in a Boeing A75 Stearman and enjoy an unforgettable experience in this 
early US Army Air Force trainer and this particular aircraft saw military 
service from 1937 to 1945. (see below). 

Enjoy that open cockpit experience whilst being flown by an experienced 
instructor as you view the beautiful Cornish landscape below and become 
fully absorbed in the magic of flying in this vintage PT13 Army trainer. Go on 
make memories of a lifetime for yourself or for someone who deserves a gift 
of a lifetime. 

Time quoted is the actual flight time and you will receive an explanatory 
briefing beforehand.  

20 mins £200.00 

30 mins £275.00 

40 mins £350.00 

60 mins £450.00 

Please contact: Pete White pete@aeronca.co.uk 07805 805679 



Pete White 01752 406660 / 07805 805679
PPR Essential

Featuring
Fourthought sax quartet
bringing music to the mix 

Cornwall 
Strut Fly-in

Join the Cornwall Strut at Bodmin Air!eld

September 11    2021th


