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Why we were shut down – Air Force One at Newquay

G7 brings out the big guns
By Jay Gates
This was the month the G7 circus came to town,
and Cornwall was on show to the world. The
outcome for Bodmin Airfield was that we were
placed firmly within the mandatory no-fly zone for
just over four days, from late on June 9 until late
on June 13. We were forced to close for that
period, and we issued a NOTAM to that effect. As
luck would have it the weather was beautiful and
we lost a great flying spell – the only aviation we
had to keep us engaged was trying to spot G7
traffic as it passed overhead. There was a certain
irony in the fact that the 700-strong US delegation
flew to Cornwall in one Boeing 747 (Air Force
One), one Boeing 757 (Air Force Two), up to six
Boeing C-17 Globemasters bringing in eight
limousines and two Sikorsky VH-3D Sea King
helicopters (Marine One), and three C-130
Hercules air refuellers accompanying four
Presidential V-22 Ospreys, in order for climate
change to be part of the summit agenda.
A particular treat for the spotters was the
magnificent sight of a Japanese Air Self Defence
Force Boeing 777-300 operating very low over
Bodmin Airfield while manoeuvring for an

approach into Newquay. Shame I didn't have the
camera to hand.
While we had to cancel a full training and
Introductory Flight programme we were able to
relocate G-EGLA to Eaglescott Airfield in Devon
for two days in order to allow one of our students
to continue with his navigation training. We have
to thank Andy Wilkins for volunteering to operate
as an instructor from an outstation for the
weekend – thanks also to Barry Pearson, owner
of Eaglescott, for his kind offer to host the aircraft
and provide us with fuel at his member rates.
Weather-wise June was looking suspiciously like
April, and shaping up to be another exceptionally
dry month. Up to June 18, only 22mm of rain had
fallen compared to a June average of 77mm, with
ten days being completely dry. Then came the
rains – and in the next ten days up to June 28 just
under 60mm fell, which has taken our total to over
100% of the monthly average. In May’s rainfall
statistics, is was progressively wetter running
from west to east, but for June that trend was
reversed, with it being wetter from east to west.
As of June 28 Dunkeswell has had 106% of its
average rainfall, Culdrose has had 112%, and St

Marys in the Scilly Isles has recorded 156% of
average monthly rainfall. Scotland and Wales are
running well below average at less than 50% of
average, with RAF Odiham in Hampshire being

We’re from Elstree – which way’s Rock?
the wettest recording station in the whole of the
UK at 219%.
With May being the first month where there were
no government restrictions placed upon us via
the roadmap out of the Covid pandemic crisis,
we hoped that June would also be
uninterrupted. And despite losing half a dozen
days to rain, and the four days lost to the G7,
the month was still an improvement on May with
501 movements recorded by the close of play
on June 28th. Again, comparison with the preCovid era shows that while in June 2019 we
recorded 698 movements, June 2020 recorded
just 273 movements, mostly engine health
flights. These figures don’t compare to June
2018 when we recorded our best ever monthly
total with just under 1,100 movements. It’s likely
that without the weather and G7 interruptions
we would have reached the June 2019 figure,
so June 2021 has not been not a bad month by
any means.
The fuel dispensing figures mirror the movement
trend, with just over 5,000 litres of Avgas 100LL

Lloyd Edwards in the Riley Plumb

dispensed up to June 28, including a very healthy
figure of over 650 litres of UL91. This compares
to June 2019, in the pre-Covid era, where we had
dispensed just under 6,000 litres of Avgas. The
June 2020 Covid figures are again
pretty meaningless, yet despite the
lockdown being in place we dispensed
2,500 litres of Avgas. The record month
of June 2018 stands alone, with 8,500
litres dispensed. What is positive is that
our stock of 1,500 litres of UL91 has
just about been used up by June 28,
and a fresh batch of 1,500 litres has
been ordered just in time for the LAA
Rally tour to give a choice of fuel.
The hoped-for end to all restrictions on
June 21, did not happen due to the rise
in the infection rate brought about by
the Delta variant of Covid, and the new
date is now July 19. So the
government restrictions will not be
done for at least another three weeks,
and only so long as nothing changes
between now and then. The clubhouse is now
open for people to use the limited facilities, but

Holidaymakers from faraway Kent
indoor mixing is still not allowed under the
regulations, and the government mantra of ‘Face,
Space’ still applies if you need to enter the
clubhouse.
Diner 31 reopened on June 25 for three
days a week, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, and will expand its opening days
as summer progresses and the
restrictions are lifted completely.
Remember – masks are still to be worn
inside the clubhouse if you are ordering
food, and you can only use the small
tables for food service only. The settees
are available for limited ‘social’ purposes,
as is the small table by the front door, or

the long table only.
The month did bring a great range of aircraft to
Bodmin from all over the country, including a
number of Robinson R44 helicopters whose
owners were holidaying in Cornwall – mostly in

Greg Boast’s new RV-9

tutelage of Andy Wilkins. On June 3, 16-year-old
Jack Colebrook took to the skies in G-CJIC for
the first time as a solo pilot, and then on June 18
Justin Walbrugh took off for the first time without
the dead weight of an instructor, also in G-CJIC.
Well done both, and well done
Andy.
Work around the clubhouse
continues, and the newly
revamped ladies toilet, courtesy of
Roger Davis, is a sight to behold. It
is now a question of finishing it off
with mirrors and other toilet
accoutrements before it can be
open to the public. The project for
the gents’ toilet is next on Roger’s
busy rebuilding schedule. Roger
has also finished the
commissioning of the new ATOM
station, and it is working perfectly.
The Tower roof now has five whip
antennas, including the station
VHF, the ATOM Flarm, ATOM
ATSB, ATOM rebroadcast and
Radar Aware rebroadcast.
As the summer season progresses we have
watched as the airfield meadows come alive with
a vast spread of beautiful Cornish wild flowers.

the Rock area. They came into Bodmin for fuel for
their flights back to Elstree in Hertfordshire and
Rochester in Kent. Other visitors came from as far
afield as Welshpool in Powys, Bidford in
Warwickshire, Abbots Bromley in
Staffordshire and Lee-on-Solent in
Hampshire. It also included a few arrivals
from new airfields to us, such as South
Longwood in Hampshire and Milson in
Shropshire.
It’s great to welcome new aircraft to the
club, including a new Vans RV-9 which
owner Greg Boast went to collect from
Whitwell on the Isle of Wight with Terry
Earl. And Colin Dukes finally has his
hands on an aircraft with a military
provenance – Colin is now the proud
owner of a 1943 Piper L-4 Cub in full DDay invasion stripes and proudly wearing
the unit Identification of 57, which
Colin Dukes’ pristine L4
belonged to the US 82nd Airborne
Division. Those who know Colin are
aware of his military career in the
June has been particularly spectacular with a
Parachute Regiment, so his new aircraft is a
show of wild orchids across the airfield. We are
perfect fit for him. The other great first arrival at
lucky to have a healthy profusion of Southern
Bodmin from a member, was when Lloyd Edwards
Marsh Orchids, Heath Spotted Orchids and
came in with his splendid open cockpit, Riley
Greater Butterfly Orchids across the airfield. The
Plumb biplane from Tinnell Airfield. It is one of
numbers are nothing short of spectacular, and
only two in existence.
have solicited visits from renowned local botanists
On the training front, we continue to progress all
and ecologists, including Ian Bennallick, Lawrie
our students, and another two students have now
Sampson, Tina Nightingale and Dr. Grace
completed their first solo flights, both under the
Twiston-Davies. We have agreed that we will

assist Grace and Lawrie, whose programme
includes rehabilitating local land into traditional
hay meadows, of which over 90% have been lost

Andy congratulates Justin on his first solo…

RV-12 on final approach when a seagull hit the
undercarriage. No damage was done to the
aircraft, thankfully, although the poor seagull did
not survive the encounter. It was
given a proper burial on the airfield
boundary by Mike Menear. But the
risk is always there, and it's
something to bear in mind. On a
happy note, (pun) we welcome
back on a fortnightly basis the
local amateur orchestra, the
wonderfully named Simply Awful
Symphonia (SAS), into our
expansive hangars to begin their
rehearsals in anticipation of
performing at local venues later
this year. We are also very
pleased to see that Ellie Carter
was one of three panelists, which
included the head of the Airprox
Board, who appeared on Astral TV
to hold a national Q&A session on
the promotion of Aviation Safety.
Well done Ellie for all your
achievements at such a young
age. Ellie is now embarking on the
next chapter in her busy life after
completion of her A-Levels, as she
is heading to Southampton University to study for
a BSc in Astronautics and Aeronautics.

since the Second World War. We will be donating
a great swathe of our grassland cut to them to
allow them to respread the seeds on fields
in the local area. We’ve had an explosion
in Eyebright, Rattle and Birds-Foot-Trefoil,
with smaller colonies of Fox and Cubs,
Pignut, Tormentil and Germander
Speedwell. The visiting botanists are of the
opinion that we have an important
ecological site, and we are receiving many
requests to see the diverse flora from
botanists and academics. This can only
happen because of correct management of
the grasslands, keeping it deliberately
undisturbed and ensuring no alien
vegetation can take hold. One thing that
we are now seeing is the growth of
Ragwort in small pockets around the
airfield. As always, due to our community
…and Jack Colebrook
responsibility to our surrounding cattle
also goes it alone
farmers, horse riders and shepherds, we
will continue to remove the ragwort from
the airfield to ensure that no contamination
On the charitable front, we are about to restart
crosses our fence.
our support programme for both FOG ventures,
One safety issue to mention – we’ve had a lot of
first for the young children of the Bader Braves.
seagulls hanging around the airfield for the past
Pete White is always looking for ground support
month, and of course they can represent a
staff to assist in the event days, so if you are
serious hazard. In fact we had a bird strike on the

Lots of these about

serious cases are dropping to the
point where it is almost akin to a
winter flu outbreak. If you have yet to
have a jab, please get one – simply
arrange to pop into a local walk-in
vaccination centre. Hopefully for the
last time I will repeat myself on this
issue – please do not relax your
guard so late in the pandemic. Do
not come to the airfield unless you
have to, wear a mask when you are
here, and stay out of the clubhouse
if at all possible. If you do need to
enter the clubhouse, you must
complete the ‘Track and Trace’ form

available and have a few hours to spare to help
out worthy causes and give children the day of
their lives, please get in touch with Pete –
pete@aeronca.co.uk. Also, if there is anybody
out there who collects the plastic milk bottle tops
(green, red, blue and yellow), please get in touch
with me – jay.gates1958@gmail.com. I have
been collecting them, with assistance from
others, for a member who passed them on to the
charity that uses them for fund raising purposes.
Heath Spotted Orchid, obvo

New ATOM aerials

on the table immediately inside the door on the
left and use the hand sanitizer provided on every
table and in the toilets. Wear a mask if ordering
food, do not use the food tables in the clubhouse
for any reason other than to eat. Please follow
these rules at all times – and if you are in any
doubt about your own health you should not
come to the airfield but should phone NHS Direct
on 119 to seek guidance. The very simple
government message to us all is unchanged and
is as important as ever. WASH HANDS, COVER
FACE, MAKE SPACE. Stay safe.

Unfortunately, the member in question has
moved jobs and is no longer in touch. If you
know of someone who collects the plastic
bottle tops, I have a small stash for you, and I
will continue to collect them on your behalf.
Touch wood, we are now approaching the very
last part of the lockdown exit roadmap, which
will end on July 19 according to the new
Health Minister – just so long as nothing
catastrophic occurs. The vaccination
programme is closing the infection loop, and

Southern Marsh Orchids in profusion

Spitfires in Cornwall – a hidden gem

By Darren Fern
Denis Wilkins, an erstwhile predecessor as
Chair, emailed me this month to ask: “Do you
fancy a trip to see the Trelonk Spitfire?”
Despite living near the Carrick Roads for
nearly 30 years, I was blissfully unaware that
there was a place called Trelonk just a few
miles away, on the Roseland, and even less
aware of the link between Cornwall and
Spitfires, other than their wartime deployment
at numerous airfields in our area.
After negotiating the narrow roads to Trelonk,
through beautiful countryside
bathed in glorious sunshine, I was
greeted by Rebecca, our Parnall
guide, and directed to the car park
where my fellow guests had already
met up. Martin Pengelly was
musing on vintage aviation with
Pete White, and Denis introduced
me to Bill Hosie, who is leading a
team of people who are building a
replica Supermarine S5 seaplane –
(https://
www.supermarineseaplane.co.uk).

I was amazed to hear of his father’s previous
restoration of an S5 at Bodmin, and saddened
by the tragic accident that ended that particular
project. Terry Earl turned up, cool and
cravatted, with the roof of his MG down,
followed by Bruce Robertson, our Patron,
riding his beautiful V-twin motorcycle, looking
like an extra from “Wild Hogs”. Hamish
Anderson, another friend of Denis, completed
our motley crew.
After a delightful lunch we watched a short
video that recounted Parnall’s aviation history,
we were escorted through the gardens to the

Watching skilled craftsmen at work

Reginald Mitchell’s Supermarine S5

aircraft sheds. To be honest, I was expecting
to see a few old scraps of corroded aircraft
parts and a plastic replica of a Spitfire, but as
we approached the open ‘aircraft factory’ I
was stunned by what was inside.
We were greeted by Tim, the senior engineer
who previously worked on Boeing 747s before
rebuilding vintage aircraft for many years with
Tony Bianchi. He has an encyclopaedic
knowledge of vintage aircraft, and particularly
the Spitfire. He gave us a guided tour of the
exhibits, and let us crawl around the two
aircraft.
One is a genuine Spitfire, registered with the
CAA, that is being rebuilt to airworthy
standards. The second (the St Ives Spitfire) is
an identical replica that will be used as a

static display. During
World War II local
communities were
encouraged to fund the
building of a Spitfire
which would bear their
name, and the town of
St Ives raised £5,000
(almost £300,000 in
today’s money) for
‘their’ aircraft. There
were some 1400 such
funds across the
country and around the
Commonwealth, with
towns and cities vying
with each other to raise most money. In
recognition of its efforts, St Ives was given
a plaque saying: ‘In the hour of peril the

Intricate wing structure on display

people of St Ives earned the gratitude of
the British nations, sustaining the valour of
the Royal Air Force and fortifying the cause
of freedom by the gift of a Spitfire aircraft.’
Once built (as Spitfire Vb BL407) the St
Ives Spitfire joined 340 Squadron in 1942,
flying mostly on defensive patrols, but it
also took part in offensive patrols over
France, where it was severely damaged by
gunfire and taken off the active list.
The Parnall company, which had been building
aircraft under its own name since 1919,
produced Spitfire components under contract
to Supermarine during the war, and has
created this aircraft as a perfect replica of
BL407. To call it a replica belittles its status.
It’s a full-size Spitfire using genuine parts (but
no longer airworthy) and components mainly
manufactured in-house from similar materials
to the original, but without the traceability that
defines ‘aviation grade’ materials. To all intents
Cowling being shaped on an English Wheel

What happens if I push this?

and purposes, it’s a Spitfire. We were allowed
to climb up into it and sit at the controls, and
then watch as one of Tim’s colleagues worked
a piece of aluminium for the lower cowling on
an English Wheel. It was amazing to watch
the skill and craftsmanship of a truly skilled
engineer in action. It was great to see Martin’s
face change from slightly skeptical to
enthralled as our tour continued… he and Tim
chatted effortlessly about the nuances of
Spitfire design and history, with Pete and Will
interjecting with their own snippets of
information.
We were escorted over to the ‘Wing Shed”
where the St Ives Spitfire wings were
under construction from scratch, using old
plans and photographs on which to base
its construction as a complete clone of an
original. The workmanship and inspired
design of the wing structure was
incredible, and it did seem rather sad that
the work would be hidden under the final
wing skins; wouldn’t it be great if some of
the panels could be left exposed so that
everyone could see what was inside?
The tour lasted for three hours, and we all
left completely enchanted by the place. I’m
still amazed that amidst glorious scenery,

in the middle of nowhere in Cornwall, such a
place exists. I cannot recommend the place
more highly. A truly awesome day.
Group visits cab be arranged by the Parnall
Group via their website –
(https://parnallaircraftcompany.com)

Meanwhile, back in 2021
Getting back to reality, the airfield is looking
great; our new tractor and gang-mower have
shown their worth, and conditions are great.
We have a number of events happening
(within Covid guidelines) including an
overnight stop by aircraft on the LAA Round
Britain Tour. We will need volunteers to help
with this, so please contact Pete White or Jay
if you can help.
Hopefully we will be ordering a new mobile
fuel bowser to dispense ethanol-free mogas in
the near future. Whilst this will improve the
operating costs of our RV12, we hope that the
availability of this alternative fuel will
encourage more microlight aircraft (and
conventional engined aircraft with appropriate
STCs to run on mogas) to visit Bodmin. We
may also see a regular stream of vintage cars
that need ethanol-free fuel too.

Events: getting
back on track
By Pete White
Over the numerous years that I have been
organising events of various kinds around the
UK, I have always found that volunteer pilots
and helpers have been forthcoming, and
especially for the special flying days with
youngsters. Pilots have also respected the hours
and currency criteria set by the various
organisations and our own based charity, Feet
Off the Ground (FOG). The unique ‘payment’ for
all the hard work and patience given by both
pilots and ground crew has always been to
witness the smiles and joy exuding from the
participants irrespective of age. But suddenly it
has all changed!
Our continuity of holding events, year in
and year out, was broken by the unpredictable
and crippling pandemic which was the result of
Covid 19, and the knock-on effect this has
generated. We were all left in a ‘dazed’ state of
uncertainty, our routines were disrupted and for
many this has caused a certain withdrawal into
our shells. As we emerge back into a slightly
different world perhaps our confidence needs an
extra boost.
However we do need now to look
forward and remember the good things we were
all engaged in and must make a concerted effort
to return to that path. This will help us all to
regain the fighting spirit to go forward with
enthusiasm – and what better way than to be
helping others in the spirit of aviation. All
machines need to be maintained and oiled to
perform efficiently, and I view the Club team as
such a machine. Each little cog is as important
as every other component, and to ensure the
machine will run successfully we must
acknowledge that. So with the lubrication of
enthusiasm, I look forward to seeing a return of
volunteers and I welcome those members that
have never had the opportunity to be involved in
what is fundamentally a lot of FUN.

Starting on Monday…
Our 2021 event plan, although delayed a little for
reasons that we all understand, begins with
welcoming the LAA Light Aircraft Association
Tour of England to Bodmin Airfield on Monday

July 5. Some of our flying visitors will be camping
on the field, while others have arranged local
accommodation. To help on the day we are
looking for aircraft marshallers and hospitality
people to guide our guests around the facilities,
plus drivers to ferry our visitors to local hotels
and B&Bs.
The next event is the first visit to Bodmin of
the USAAF Boeing PT13A Stearman flown by
Andy Davenport, who will be flying passengers
around Cornwall on both Saturday July 10 and
Sunday July 11 July. (See the flyer below with
details).
This is closely followed by a bumper
weekend event when Bodmin Airfield welcomes
the Vintage Aircraft Club on Saturday July 24
and Sunday July 25 July. This special event
includes, on Saturday evening in Hangar 2,
‘Flights of Fancy’ musical and poetry
entertainment with an aeronautical theme. The
evening’s entertainment is free, ideal and relaxing
after a long flight to the west.

FEET OFF the
GROUND (FOG)
Our first FOG event for some while,
due to the Covid delay, will be a
Bader Braves flying day.
The Douglas Bader Foundation was
formed as a charity by and in memory
of the famous legless fighter pilot of
World War 2 who inspired and
encouraged so many disabled adults
and youngsters. This special day on
Saturday August 21 will be where we

Come and fly the Stearman!
Well that’s July!… You can now see why we need
some help from other members of team-CFC.
Yet there is more to come on the flying front in August
and September and this is before we start our
immensely popular Wednesday evening talks by
keynote speakers after a lush meal from Diner 31.
The AEROCLUB Evenings booked so far this year:
September 15
Battle of Britain

Peter Channon The Real

October 13
Polly Vacher Life after
Flying… A Donkathon!
Bryan Pill
Tales from a
November 10th
Pilot’s Unofficial Notebook: Keys don’t float.

can help disabled young people in the West
Country experience the joys and thrills of flight,
and go home with large smiles and wonderful
memories.
Oooh I do love this work.
If you would like to come along and join in the fun
and also really help others please contact me.
pete@aeronca.co.uk
01752 406660
07805 805679

Into marketing?

December 8
Movies

Marc Wolff

Flying for the

Post-Covid, we’re planning a new marke9ng
campaign. Can any member with exper9se in
the ﬁeld, par9cularly digital marke9ng and
social media, please contact Corinne Dennis,
corinne@corinnedennis.co.uk, or Jay Gates,
bodminairﬁeld@gmail.com.

welcomes the

VINTAGE AIRCRAFT CLUB

A great day for all to experience the joys of flying but it’s especially a celebration of all ladies in aviation

Saturday 24 th
& Sunday 25 th July 2021
on

Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4BU
more details: contact Pete White 07805 805679 pete@aeronca.co.uk

...including, on Saturday evening in Hangar 2...

≈ Flights of Fancy ≈
A special evening’s entertainment, music
featuring well-known purveyors of song,
wordsmithery and more!
Tickets £8 on the door

VINTAGE Bi-PLANE Flights available from Bodmin
Airfield on Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th July 2021

Fly in a Boeing A75 Stearman and enjoy an unforgettable experience in this
early US Army Air Force trainer and this particular aircraft saw military
service from 1937 to 1945. (see below).
Enjoy that open cockpit experience whilst being flown by an experienced
instructor as you view the beautiful Cornish landscape below and become
fully absorbed in the magic of flying in this vintage PT13 Army trainer. Go on
make memories of a lifetime for yourself or for someone who deserves a gift
of a lifetime.
Time quoted is the actual flight time and you will receive an explanatory
briefing beforehand.
20 mins £200.00
30 mins £275.00
40 mins £350.00
60 mins £450.00
Please contact: Pete White pete@aeronca.co.uk 07805 805679

LUNDY
SUNDAY
FLY-IN
Sunday 1 August 2021
st

Pete White - 01752 406660 / 07805 805679 / pete@aeronca.co.uk
PPR Essential

www.bodminairfield.com

