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The Yanks are coming… CH-53s invade Dartmoor 

No-fly zone for G7 summit?
It's looking increasingly likely that we will have to 
close the airfield for four days during the G7 
conference in St Ives because Bodmin is caught 
up in a restricted zone imposed to protect 
important personages passing through Newquay 
Airport. CFI Bruce Abbott attended a security 
briefing on G7 airspace restrictions in March, after 
which it seemed possible that Bodmin, whose ATZ 
lies on the boundary of the restricted zone, might 
be allowed to continue operating through a short 
corridor that facilitated departures to the east. 
However, nothing has been heard since then, and 
time is getting short. The conference runs from 
Friday June 11 to Sunday June 13, and flying 
restrictions are likely to last until Monday June 14.
The original plans called for an exclusion zone, 
Zone A, centred on St Ives and reaching almost as 
far east as Perranporth. A restricted zone, Zone B, 
was centred on Newquay Airport, and its boundary 
passes a few hundred metres to the east of 

Bodmin airfield. Devon & Cornwall Police, the 
Ministry of Defence and Air Traffic Control 
representatives held a briefing on March 17 at 
which it was said that the degree of exclusion had 
still not been established, and there continued to 
be competing demands – some favoured a 
modicum of flexibility, while the American Navy 
wanted totally sterile airspace over most of 

V-22 at Okehampton



Cornwall. They asked for the views of affected 
organisations, but whether they were doing more 
than going through the motions is unclear. Bruce 
Abbott asked for unlimited operations within 
Bodmin airfield’s ATZ, and entry and exit to the 
east. He remarked that he had successfully 
operated a similar system in Kent during the 2012 
London Olympics under some of the most 
stringent flying restrictions ever seen in Britain. If 
necessary, movements could be restricted to 
transponder-equipped aircraft, with discrete 
codes for aircraft operating in the ATZ only, and 
for aircraft leaving and entering. His comments 
were carefully noted. But while recognising the 
need for commercial operations to continue 
where possible, Wing Commander Pez Coles (a 
Bodmin boy) emphasised that there would be a 
lot of military traffic in the area during the 
conference, and the Americans were keen to shut 
everyone else out. Although there was an 
appearance of flexibility at the briefing, it’s handy 
for the UK authorities to be able to blame the 
Americans for a lack of it. 
Since that briefing, everything has gone quiet, 
and it is feared that it may have been little more 

than a sham consultation on a fait accompli. We 
will tell members via email when we hear more, 
and we hope to have the full picture for 
the next newsletter, ten days before the 
conference begins. It’s possible there will 
be additional restrictions in the days 
leading up to the conference while the 
various security agencies work up.
The G7 conference confronts the 
authorities with security considerations 
such as have never been seen in 
Cornwall before, and there will be 
significant disruption not only in the air 
but on the roads and even on the 
beaches. There has been talk of 

compensation for commercial organisations 
affected by G7 restrictions; if so, Cornwall Flying 
Club will be at the front of the queue, cap in hand.
*Bruce Abbott was walking on Dartmoor in early 
April when he came across some frenetic US 
Marine helicopter activity which might have been 
linked to G7 preparations, but was in fact part of a 
planned exercise involving American and British 
assault troops. MV-22 Ospreys and CH-53 Sea 
Stallion helicopters of the US Marine Corps 
squadron VMM-162 – ‘The Golden Eagles’ – from 
the Wasp class amphibious assault ship USS Iwo 
Jima landed at Okehampton Camp to insert and 
retrieve parties of troops. The tilt-rotor Osprey 
can carry up to 24 fully-equipped men while the 
Sea Stallion is good for 38. The USS Iwo Jima is 
the centrepiece of the ‘Iwo Jima Amphibious 
Ready Group’ which comprises a dock landing 
ship and an amphibious transport dock. Basically 
it’s a self-contained, oven-ready invasion force 
which can be deployed at short notice anywhere 
in the world. 

Someone order an invasion? USS Iwo Jima

Not staying?



Finally… it’s safe to come out
By Darren Fern
A spell of glorious – if a tad windy – weather 
coincided with the partial lifting of lockdown, and 
we are back up and running as a flying school 
again! Many thanks to all of our instructors who 
have endured many lean months; I’m sure they will 
all appreciate your enthusiastic return to flying.
Despite the lockdown, our financial position is 
better than we have seen for many years, even if 
we disregard the financial assistance offered by the 
government. We still have to be cautious, but with 
Covid becoming a more manageable problem, we 
can at least start looking towards the investment in 
infrastructure that we have been thinking about for 
a long time. We have a further supply of UL91 
available through the club, and the growing 
demand for it supports the business model for 
having a dedicated delivery system for it at Bodmin. 

GA Roadmap
The Government published its ‘General Aviation 
Roadmap (https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/980399/general-aviation-
roadmap-spring-2021.pdf ) earlier this months, 
indicating a level of support for grass roots aviation 
that has been lacking for many years. This was 
followed up quickly by a statement from the 
Department for Transport this week (https://
questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-
statements/detail/2021-04-27/hcws941). This 
encouraging news is most welcome.

Aerobatics
Our ‘frequently resident’ instructor, Andy Wilkins, is 
putting the final touches to his aerobatic experience 
flight scheme through his company, the Virtual Jet 
Centre, and hopefully the few remaining hurdles 
will be cleared imminently. Andy will be operating 
this venture (and an ‘upset recovery course’) as a 
third party vendor, although our tower staff will be 
able to offer assistance to the booking process 
where required.

Evening flights
We have had enquiries about flying in the 
summer evenings, and we were concerned that 
there was a perception that this was not allowed 
by the club. For the sake of clarity, the airfield is 
allowed to operate until 10pm, and there is 
absolutely no reason why the airfield should not 
be function as ‘non-towered’ when the tower staff 
are not present. We have a duty to hangar 
tenants to ensure that the hangars are left secure 
at night, so if you are happy to leave your aircraft 
tied down outside, please fly as much as you like. 
If you know that you will be flying in the evening, 
please let the tower know during the day, so that 
your aircraft isn’t located at the back of the hangar 
just before the doors close!
We will be trying to organise evening tower cover 
for the main summer months, but this will be run 
by volunteers; if you fancy helping out, please let 
Jay know.
Happy Flying!

Andy’s Decathlon
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Stuff you’ve 
forgotten about 
joining the circuit
By Nick Chittenden
At a recent meeting it was suggested by Richard 
Saw (CFC Safety Officer) that we should consider 
using overhead joins for the time being; the 
rationale being that we’re all a bit rusty following 
winter and protracted plague-related restriction to 
our flying activity, and that a well-flown overhead 
join gives a high level of predictability and safety. 
The idea is a good one and to be promoted, with 
the caveat that a crosswind join is an acceptable 
substitute. I wrote about circuit procedures last 
year and have shamelessly plagiarised myself in 
the following paragraphs.
There are several ways of joining the circuit, all of 
which are normally acceptable, and I’ve included 
the CAA poster for the Standard Overhead Join 
with this article to help illustrate the options. It’s a 
generic poster but useful nonetheless. An important 

piece of information is in the bottom left hand 
corner. “First radio call should be made 5-10 miles 
from the aerodrome, and joining checks 
completed”. I know it’s not always easy to get a 
word in edgeways with Newquay at the weekend 
(although at the time of writing they are closed at 
weekends), this can result in a very late call to 
Bodmin and an inadequate amount of time to 
prepare for the approach, so consider an orbit 
some distance from Bodmin if you’re not able to 
sign off and squawk 7000, or fly into the overhead 
and keep a good lookout. 

Standard Overhead Join
The traditional method of joining and highly 
recommended for non-radio traffic. Traffic joins 
2000 feet above aerodrome elevation and there’s 
plenty of time to look out, complete checks, view 
the signals square and take stock of other traffic. 
When the circuit direction is known, then all turns 
should be in the direction of the circuit. Keep a 
good lookout because others might be joining 
overhead too. When ready, the aircraft descends 
to circuit height on the dead side and flies a close-
in crosswind leg over the upwind end of the 
runway in use. The only disadvantage is that the 
downwind leg is shorter than normal, so consider 



carrying out the downwind checks as you start the 
turn to downwind. This avoids extending the 
downwind leg.

Crosswind Join
A foreshortened version of the above. It has the 
advantage of approaching the airfield from the dead 
side and gives an excellent opportunity to check the 
windsock and look out for other circuit traffic. The 
join is made at circuit height on a close-in crosswind 
leg, as above.
The similarity of these joins is significant; they both 
commence on the dead side and give joining traffic 
the best view of the downwind leg and to enter the 
pattern without issue. 
No article on circuits would be complete without 
mentioning the go-around. There’s absolutely no 
shame in going around, for whatever reason. An 
unstable approach, failure to complete checks 
adequately, loss of separation, loss of contact with 
the aircraft ahead, windshear; the list of perfectly 
valid reasons is endless. If you do go-around, then 
smoothly apply full power and fly the go-around in 
accordance with the procedures on your Aircraft 
Flight Manual. Turn into the dead side of the circuit 
– this separates your flightpath from any aircraft 
climbing out after take-off, and you can then rejoin 
the circuit on the crosswind leg. 

In summary
1. Plan your arrival in advance, based on your 
existing knowledge of the wind and likely runway in 
use. 
2. Establish communication at least 5 minutes 
before joining the circuit. Lookout and listen. If 
there’s no reply on the radio then ask if other traffic 
is on frequency. If it’s still silent, join overhead and 
keep making appropriate radio calls as you join the 
circuit and land.
3. Once you have the necessary information state 
your intention clearly. 
4. Slow down to your circuit speed (if appropriate) 
and complete checks before joining.
5. Keep a good lookout, identify all 
circuit traffic (in particular any aircraft 
you are following) and join accordingly.
6. Should you need to go-around, fly 
into the dead side and rejoin the circuit 
crosswind.
The following links to CAA Safety 
Sense leaflets might be of interest.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/
33/20130121SSL06.pdf
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/
33/20130121SSL13.pdf

Germane to this subject, the CAA recently 
published a Clued Up Update: Mid-Air Collisions 
(CAP2150)
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/
Clued%20Up%20GA%20Update%20Mid-
Air%20Collisions.pdf
As ever, please contact myself, Bruce, Andy, Terry 
or Simon if you have any questions.

Polishing the 
‘shop window’
By Martin Parker
The BodminAirfield.com website remains one 
of the jewels in the club’s crown. It’s our “shop 
front” to the world, and thanks to the original 
creators and designers it has provided a 
lasting, professional product for us to be proud 
of – a product that only requires a few tweaks 
here and there to keep it up to date. 
Over the last couple of years there has been a 
lot of work done in the background to improve 
the security and reliability of the site, and 
although it costs fractionally more, the changes 
are proving worthwhile – the total costs for any 
one year are still in the order of £200 and the 
website easily pays for itself in the “Flying 
Experience” products sold from the site, as 
well as providing members with a valuable 
resource. 
The Google analytics for the site show that we 
attract a lot of visitors – 1,200 in March alone – 
and it’s great to see the direct sales of “Flying 
Experiences” is still working well, even in this 
torrid time of restricted travel. The analytics 
show us the most active part of the site are the 

Website is full of vital information
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webcam pages: https://
www.bodminairfield.com/webcams/ which are 
clearly invaluable for that “look out the 
window” weather-view before setting off for 
the airfield by road or air. 
The second most popular is the “Flying 
Experiences” page, followed by the “visiting 
pilots” page, which is worth all pilots reviewing 
from time to time, particularly now after a 
forced absence.
While on the Home page 
www.bodminairfield.com if you hover over the 
“Airfield” tab you will see a menu appear with 
lots of other options. You can see all the 
previous Bodmin Flyer newsletters, as well as 
the current one ,and also Jay’s recent notices 
regarding COVID practices at the field. 
One of the Airfield menu options is to the 
“Links” page. Go direct there with this link: 
https://www.bodminairfield.com/links/. That 
features some really useful stuff on aircraft 
clubs, CAA releases, weather links, engine 
information, aero suppliers etc. The CAA links 
are very useful, including the new Skyway 
Code and the launched-this-week Air Traffic 
Services Manual. 
As you will appreciate, it is impossible to keep 
on top of the external links, so if you find one 
that doesn’t work as expected please email 
our website administrator: 
martinparker4444@gmail.com 
The Air Accident Investigation Branch link 
takes you straight to their current information 
on incidents, a review of which helps us all to 
stay safe.
The Events page ( https://
www.bodminairfield.com/events/ ), thanks to 
the stalwart efforts of Pete White, is the 
source for all things happening at the club. 
You can even change the date range to see 
what you have missed! 

Webcam shot towards runway 13

CAA gives 
GASCo  
the elbow
Those who know the General Aviation Safety 
Council, GASCo, and have attended the 
organisation’s Safety Evenings may be 
surprised to learn that the CAA’s contract for 
safety promotion, which GASCo has held for 
eleven years, has been awarded to a start-up 
company run by a former CAA employee. 
Astral Aviation Consulting Ltd has been 
chosen by the CAA to deliver its general 
aviation safety programme. According to Flight 
Training News the company was incorporated 
in 2020 and filed ‘dormant’ accounts in March. 
Chris Kidd, Director of Astral Aviation 
Consulting Ltd, is the former Deputy Head of 
the CAA’s General Aviation Unit. The company 
does not appear to have a website, or to have 
promulgated any safety events or promotions.
Several GA organisations say they were 
unaware that the contract was out for tender, 
but the CAA says it publicised the tender 
through normal government channels. 
GASCo, which has an excellent reputation in 
the GA industry, described the decision as 
“very disappointing”. Its Chairman Professor 
Michael Bagshaw says that its tender 
presentation to the CAA, made by himself, 
Chief Executive Mike O’Donoghue and senior 
regional Safety Officer Nils Jamieson, was of 
the highest quality. 
GASCo is a not-for-profit company set up in 
1964 at the request of the Ministry of Aviation, 
and there has been no indication that the CAA 
thought it was falling down on the job. All its 
income goes into safety promotion work.
*At the same time the CAA is amalgamating 
the General Aviation Unit with the Remotely 
Piloted Aircraft System Unit, which the 
Authority says will deliver “huge benefits” in 
terms of integration between GA and drones.
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It’s all downhill from here… maybe

By Jay Gates 

Could life be returning to normal? The first element of 
the major part of the avia;on lockdown restric;ons 
was li?ed on March 29, and oh, what a difference it 
made in the last three days of the month. In 
accordance with the government roadmap, 
unrestricted solo flying resumed on that day, and 
difference was immediately no;ceable. Between March 
1 and the close of play on March 28 we recorded a total 
of 34 movements for the month, which was preLy 
much the average for this lockdown when we were 
limited to engine health flights only. But in the final 
three days of the month we recorded 71 movements – 
more than double the figure for the rest of March – to 
give us a monthly total of 105 movements. Fuel sales 
also showed an immediate difference. Between March 
1 and March 28 we dispensed a paltry 233 litres of fuel 
dispensed – similar to other lockdown months. But 
between March 29 and March 31 we dispensed 254 
litres, giving us a monthly total of 487 litres.  
Obviously the figures are s;ll woefully below average, 
and the further relaxa;on on avia;on restric;ons on 
April 12, when dual flying, flight training and 
unrestricted visi;ng recommenced, has given April a 
look that we have not seen for a year. As of April 28 we 
have recorded 474 movements, with an expecta;on 
that this will exceed 550 by the end of the month. This 
tenfold increase in movements is mirrored in fuel sales; 
up to the close of play on April 28 we dispensed 3,250 
litres. But the government is not yet done with 
restric;ons, and the clubhouse has to remain closed as 
indoor mixing is s;ll not allowed under the roadmap. 
This situa;on will pertain  un;l May 17 at the earliest.  
The opening up of the airfield to unrestricted visitors 
has encouraged a nice steady flow of arrivals from all 

over the country. We’ve had visitors from Goodwood in 
West Sussex, Bidford-on-Avon in Warwickshire, Hinton-
in-the-Hedges in Northamptonshire, Boscombe Down 
in Wiltshire, Derby, and a double visit from Blackpool in 
Lancashire. As always, we are par;cularly happy to 
welcome visitors from an airfield not known to us, and 
we had two visitors from new airfields, namely North 
Cadbury in Wiltshire and Bowldown in Gloucestershire. 
Both visitors from these two previously unknown 

airstrips have said any member of CFC is welcome to 
visit them at any ;me.  
On April 2 we had our first night-stopper when a 
Cessna 152, G-BRTD, from Popham, popped in for an 
extended stay. Some unusual visitors included the 
arrival of the magnificent WW2 vintage Fairchild UC-61 
Argus III G-BCBL, belonging to Frank Cox of Gorrel Farm 

Visitors – a sight for sore eyes

Our first overnight visitor



in North Devon. She was used by the ATA as a liaison 
and transport aircra? during and a?er the war. If you’re 
a serious aficionado of warbird heritage aircra?, you 
might like to know that this gorgeous piece of history is 
up for sale, with star;ng bids at £72,500. Another 
smart visitor was Slingsby Firefly T.67 G-BWXB, in from 

Goodwood and flown by Mark Greenfield, the Display 
Pilot and CEO of the Ul;mate High academy. We also 
had a rare visit from a magnificent Just Aircra? 
Superstol XL aircra?, G-RHOD, in from Henstridge, 
complete with her ‘Hot Rhod’ nose art. It was also 
good to see two old members, Les PoLon and Pete 
Reader, popping in from Henstridge, where they now 
reside. They were in, as individuals, on two separate 
occasions but flying the same Cessna 150, G-AZZR. 
The most exci;ng movement of the month was one 
that did not actually affect the airfield, but was clearly 
visible when it did occur and created great excitement 
to the members at the airfield at the ;me. On April 12 
Mar;n Pengelly made the ‘spot’ of the year when he 
called our aLen;on to a stunning United States 
Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey ;ltrotor, opera;ng from 

USS Iwo Jima (LPH-7), which 
made a pass from the west 
and went straight across 
the approach to Runway 13 
heading northeast. She was 
low and in full ‘fixed wing’ 
flight mode, and you get a 
flavour of how big those 
rotors really are when you 
see them driving the Osprey 
forward at a good speed. 
Sadly it all happened so 
quickly that no photographs 
were taken of this exci;ng 

‘one off’ event – but you can see Bruce AbboL’s 
picture of the same aircra? on Dartmoor in this 
newsleLer. 
On the training front, it was great to be able to report 
a first successful solo being completed within a 
fortnight of our training programme gemng under 
way again. Carl Payne, a passionate classic car 
collector, flew his first solo on April 27 under the 
watchful eye of Instructor Andy Wilkins. Andy has 
been astonishingly flexible since the restart of 
training, and we very much appreciate his posi;ve 
approach to ensuring that the training programme 
gets back on its feet quickly. Well done Andy.   
On the membership side, we are again very proud to 
announce that our own Ellie Carter has been further 
recognised within the GA industry by being 
unanimously voted in as the Chairperson of the YES 
organisa;on. YES, or Youth and Educa;on Support, is 
the youth educa;on branch of the LAA and works 
with leading companies, local educa;on authori;es, 
schools and universi;es and others to educate, 
encourage and inspire young people to take part in all 
sorts of ac;vi;es connected with avia;on. For a young 
woman not yet 18 years of age, this is a great 

Frank Cox’s Fairchild Argus

First solo for Carl, here with Andy

Ellie with Lily in the driving seat



accolade, and already Ellie has begun her work. On April 
24 Ellie brought 10 year old Lily Sanders-Page for a full 
tour of the airfield, and gave her an opportunity to sit in 
our training aircra?. Even at her tender age, Lily knows 
that she wants to become a pilot. Ellie fully understands 
the importance of involving young people in avia;on, 
especially girls. Lily has a family background in avia;on – 
her father is a Paramedic with the Devon Air 
Ambulance. 

A major anniversary of one of the great stalwarts and 
selfless servants of this club fell on April 29. On 
that date in 1975, 46 years ago, one Sandy 
Wilkinson took his first ever flying lesson at 
Bodmin Airfield. Sandy went up for his one hour 
lesson in one of the then club’s training aircra?, 
Alon A-2 Aircoupe G-ATWP, and conducted 
Exercises 1 to 4 with then Chief Flying Instructor 
Caroline Fenton. It is nice to know that, even back 
in those days, women were filling important flying 
roles in avia;on. Sandy of course con;nues flying 
to this day and has recently completed his 
refamiliarisa;on and check ride with an instructor 
to enable him to con;nue carrying out 
Introductory Flight on the Cessna 152 and the 
Cessna 172. Well done Sandy – here’s to many 
more years of flying at Bodmin. You’re a star. 
Work around the clubhouse con;nues. Roger 
Davis is carrying on with his sterling work. A new 
hot water heater and tank has been installed in 
the lo?, which gives immediate scalding hot water 
in the kitchens and toilets. We have also purchased two 
complete sets of brand new vitreous china toilet 
furniture for both lavatories. Roger is renewing the walls 
and flooring in the ladies toilet, before proceeding to do 

the same in the gents, giving both a much-needed 
upgrade. We also have to thank Ronnie Svejs;lova for 
giving both toilet walls a once-over prior to the 
reopening of the airfield. As reported last month, the 
clubhouse is now the Roger Davis Building, and a brass 
plaque to that effect has been out up by Howard 
Fawkes above the bar. 
On the administra;on front, we have now completed 
the annual survey and renewal of all domes;c and 
hangar fire-figh;ng equipment. A total of 36 fire 
ex;nguishers from all around the airfield, including the 
CAS hangar, and one fire blanket in the cafe kitchen, 
received a service – that’s 18 CO2, 10 Dry Powder and 
eight foam ex;nguishers, with two ex;nguishers being 
exchanged for new ones. A new fuel system remote 
control was purchased to replace a faulty one, which 
allows daily throughput of the pump unit in the fuel 
bay to be recorded.  
Out on the airfield, Richard Saw has completed the 
mammoth task of pain;ng and pumng together the 
new Circuit Direc;on boards on the Signal Square. They 
look great, and as they are now constructed of UPVC 
plas;c, it is expected that they will last an awful lot 
longer than the previous set. On the runways, Ronnie 
Svejs;lova started a trim back the 31 numbers and 
Richard Bracey gave the airfield another nice cut with 
the gang mowers. Our local resident Farmer, Colin Best, 
came in to do some more mole catching on our behalf. 
He has cleared some intruders from Cardinham Downs 
from close to the threshold of runway 03, and has 
worked on a few isolated molehills close to the 
clubhouse.  

On the weather front, it was again a very dry month. 
Previously, we reported that only 61% of the monthly 
rainfall average for March had fallen on the airfield. Up 
to April 28 things were even drier.  While Bodmin 

Sandy Wilkinson – 46 years a pilot

Aircoupe flown by Sandy in 1975



normally averages 77mm of rainfall this month, up to 
April 28 only 13.1mm had been recorded in the Met 
Office compound rain gauge, just 17% of average, and 
with only a few isolated showers forecast for the last 
few days of April, liLle change is likely. This situa;on is 
mirrored across the south west, with the Isles of Scilly 
showing only 11% of their April average, RNAS 
Culdrose recording 14%, and RNAS Yeovilton 
recording 31%. In fact, not one of the 129 
repor;ng sta;ons in the United Kingdom 
recorded a 100% average rainfall figure, with the 
weLest in the country being Lerwick, in the 
Shetland Islands, which recorded only 67% of the 
April average. RAF Brize Norton was the weLest in 
England at 59%, and St. Athan the weLest in 
Wales at 54%. Remarkably, Plymouth has received 
only one percent of its average April rainfall. 
As expected, the first returning swallow on the 
airfield was spoLed on April 5, having arrived 
back from a long migra;on from South Africa. But 
by April 28 only five had returned,  so the usual 
squabbling swallow noise in the hangars is slightly 
subdued. We have now spoLed both robins 
together, so they will now be busy nes;ng behind 
the main hangar. And a?er the prolific daffodil and 
primrose displays around the airfield in March, the real 
‘small’ Cornish wildflowers, for which the airfield now 
has a justly deserved ecological and environmental 
reputa;on, are star;ng to display. First out of the traps 
were the preLy liLle common dog violets down by the 
main gate, followed by the equally stunning lesser 
s;tchwort, and now the path leading to the clubhouse 
is erup;ng with beau;ful cuckoo flowers. The bluebells 
are now also star;ng to develop into another stunning 

free display. Airfields, par;cularly 
grass airfields like ours, provide the 
most diverse habitats and are home 
to the most diverse flora and fauna of 
any other working environment. 
Despite one neighbour’s asser;ons, 
the airfield bounds with birdlife, 
wildlife and plantlife, all enjoying 
sharing it with humans and avia;on. 
We are now a month into the 
lockdown exit roadmap and well on 
the way to returning to the long 
hoped-for normality. But, as always, 
the same plea is repeated: please do 
not relax your guard. The new rules 
s;ll prohibit the mixing of people 
inside buildings who are not in their 
own bubble, and social distancing is 
s;ll de riguer. The clubhouse remains 
effec;vely closed un;l mid-May. Do 
not come to the airfield unless you 

have to, con;nue to wear a mask when you are at the 
airfield, and stay out of the clubhouse if at all possible. 
If you do need to enter the clubhouse, you must 
complete the ‘Track and Trace’ form on the table 
immediately inside the door, and use the hand 
sani;zer provided on every table and in the toilets. 

Please follow these rules. If you are in any doubt about 
your own health, you should not come to the airfield, 
but should phone NHS Direct on 119 to seek guidance. 
The very simple government message is unchanged, 
and is as important now as it has ever been. WASH 
HANDS, COVER FACE, MAKE SPACE. We are within 
striking distance of gemng back to a normal life. Don’t 
risk your health at this very late stage…  
Stay safe. 

STOL specialist G-RHOD from Henstridge

Slingsby Firefly down from Goodwood



Are you ready for this?
By CFI Bruce Abbo0 

On April 1 I celebrated my twenty-first!  You might 
think I look a liLle long in the tooth, so I shall put your 
mind at rest – I am talking about engine failures. Now, 
you would not be cri;cised for wondering whether, 
given this record, you should fly with me. Again, I hope 
to put your mind to rest by saying that the engine 
failures I have experienced have not been unexpected 
and have generally been in circumstances like the one 
in this ar;cle: test flights, homebuilts and vintage 
aircra?. In addi;on, I have been able to land safely on 
each occurrence. What follows is the report I sent to 
the LAA. I will comment a?er the report on what I did 
not include in it. I will keep the airfield and aircra? 
anonymous. The aircra? was a very light, single seat, 
low wing, low iner;a and low powered aircra?. 
Pilot’s Report: 
‘Third flight in a series to complete three hours in the 
air. The first and second flights were of one hour’s 
dura;on in total. The second flight was flown to gather 
all the performance and opera;onal data for the 
primary flight test report.  
This flight, the third, was of one hour’s dura;on from 
take-off to touch down. 
The base airfield is a grass airfield. I was happy that 
the surface was firm and dry, but I was unhappy with 
the length of the grass. I had the grass cut before 
departure. 
The condi;ons were hazy with FEW cumulus cloud at 
4,500 feet. Although the temperature (13°C) and dew 
point temperature (9°C) split was only 4°C there was 
insufficient moisture in the air for the forma;on of 
stra;form cloud at the expected al;tude of between 
1500 and 2000 feet. I did not have informa;on 
regarding the environmental lapse rate. However, this 
meteorological data was my reason for limi;ng my 
maximum height above aerodrome level to 1400 feet 
and minimum whilst en route to 800 feet. I was 
determined not to fly close to or above the 
condensa;on level for the majority of the flight. 
The engine started without difficulty. The engine was 
run at 1200 to 1400 rpm and when sufficiently 
warmed the magneto and carbureLor heat checks 
were completed. The le? magneto drop was 125rpm 
and the right 80rpm. The carb heat showed a drop of 
less than 50rpm. 13 minutes a?er first star;ng the 
engine, a?er a short taxy of no more than two 
minutes, I le? the ground on take-off at 1257. During 
the flight I occasionally changed engine rpm from 
maximum to a con;nuous minimum of 2400 rpm with 

shorter periods at lower rpm. In the first 40 minutes 
the engine always recovered fully a?er increasing 
power from a lower rpm. Throughout the first 40 
minutes the engine operated faultlessly with no 
changes in engine note or rhythm. The oil pressure 
remained steady throughout the en;re flight at 30psi 
under full power and 27psi at minimum cruising rpm 
and only fell when the engine stopped. The oil 
pressure only fluctuated with planned engine rpm 
changes and engine load and otherwise remained 

steady. I had no reason to believe the oil pressure 
gauge was faulty or that there was an oil delivery 
problem.  
A?er 40 minutes I detected minor, very short 
dura;on interrup;ons to the engine rhythms 
reminiscent to water or other contaminants passing 
through the combus;on chambers. I had been 
selec;ng carb heat at regular intervals in the flight 
and thought I detected small rpm changes every 
;me during the first 40 minutes. The engine note 
interrup;ons were very brief and did not cause any 
significant change in engine rpm or power. I tried 
individual magnetos but observed the same drop on 
each magneto I had no;ced on the ground. The 
engine note and rhythm con;nued to be smooth 
a?er the interrup;ons. A?er the interrup;ons I 
applied carb heat and saw no change in engine rpm, 
i.e., no reduc;on and a?er a while no increase. At no 
;me un;l the last minutes of the flight did I no;ced 
any change in rpm from any I set. The lack of 
reduc;on of rpm on applica;on of carb heat a?er 
the engine note changes made me consider light 

Bruce testing a Turbulent



carb icing, but the subsequent lack of increase when 
restoring carb heat to cold caused me to dismiss that. 
However, I held the thought that if there was 
insufficient heat from the carb heat then any icing 
might remain and so no increase would be seen. 
Several ;mes I tried flight at full power to change the 
carbureLor and inlet manifold geometry to reduce the 
areas away from the main jet where a venturi effect 
could induce further temperature reduc;on and icing. 
It made no difference. Fi?y minutes into the flight I 
heard more engine note and rhythm changes, and 
although they cleared, they progressively became 
more frequent. I had not flown far from the airfield, 
and a?er the first engine note fluctua;on had ensured 
I was in gliding distance of the field. A?er the first 40 
minutes I had not aLempted any power reduc;ons 
below 2400rpm in case I was not able to restore the 
power. At three minutes before landing I no;ced I was 
only able to achieve 2350 rpm with full throLle and 
carb heat permanently selected to hot. I remained in a 
high posi;on and manoeuvred to a close, high, right 
base before reducing the power to land. A?er reducing 
the power I tried adding power but I was not able to 
increase it. Fortunately I had sufficient 
height to con;nue the approach to the 
runway. The engine and propeller stopped 
while I was between 50 to100 feet above 
aerodrome level. The landing was an 
unevenwul glide landing on the runway. 
Total ;me in the air was one hour.’ 
End of report. 
Inves;ga;on found metal par;cles on the 
fuel line side of the fuel filter and a very 
fine metallic powder on the engine side of 
the fuel line. The conclusion was fuel 
contamina;on from the newly constructed 
fuel tank. 
In my early days of flying I worked briefly as 
a flight test observer. That job gave me my 
first experience of an engine failure and 
engine fire in a single-engine prototype 
aircra?. Later, I read a book wriLen by a 
test pilot. A passage leapt out of the page 
in that book: “Most pilots take off not 
thinking of an engine failure, or maybe 
thinking of it but hoping it won’t happen. 
When test flying one should always take off 
with the expecta;on that an engine will fail. 
If it doesn’t, then that’s a bonus!” I’m not 
sugges;ng we all become pessimists but we 
should always be ready for the downturns 
in our flights. It is difficult to summon the 
heightened awareness one has during test 
flights for everyday flying. Without that 
awareness the ini;al reac;ons of surprise, 

delayed realisa;on and possible dread could  eat into 
essen;al response ;me. Be a boy scout – be prepared! 
There is something we ignore at our peril. It is 
something that made me aware of an imminent engine 
failure in a mul;-engined aircra? I had flown almost 
exactly two years before. It also made me aware that 
something was amiss on this flight well before I “heard” 
engine note changes. On both occasions I saw no 
instrument indica;on of an impending problem or felt 
any performance degrada;on. The mul;-engined 
aircra? had an abundance of instruments. On both 
those occasions I put myself in favourable posi;ons 
from which I managed to achieve favourable outcomes. 
I put “heard” in inverted commas because I had 
detected but not consciously “heard” something. The 
old fashioned but o? dismissed “gut feeling”. During my 
training in psychotherapy I was not surprised to learn 
that our abdominal area and heart contain as many 
neurons as in the en;re brain of a small dog. So, gut 
feelings and feelings “from the heart” are real. Ignore 
them at your peril.  
I wish you all many hours of uninterrupted, unevenwul 
and safe flying. 

                          SHARE FOR SALE 

  

1/6th Share in a 1946 Vintage Tail-wheel Aircraft 

              Aeronca 11AC Chief 
  

 
  

G-IVOR 
  Share Price £3350 

      Running Costs are ONLY £48 per hour WET, plus £60 per month. 
  

G-IVOR was completely restored in 2002 and won The Award for Best Restoration at the PFA Rally in 2003.  
Unlike many tail-draggers G-IVOR has side-by-side seating making it very sociable. It is an excellent aircraft 
for affordable fun flying and ideal for anyone interested in exploring farm strips or just “bumbling around 
on a sunny afternoon”.  The aircraft syndicate is based at Bodmin Airfield (where it has been for 30 years) 
and is kept in an easy access ‘strip’ hangar – availability of the aircraft is also excellent. This is a genuine sale  
 
  Please contact: Pete White on 01752 406660 / 07805 805679   pete@aeronca.co.uk  
 



Events update
By Pete White
While we seem to be returning slowly to normal 
service, there’s no way of knowing what events 
we’ll be able to hold at Bodmin. We continue to 
plan, however, as it’s better to have to cancel 
something we’ve arranged than to try to arrange 
events at the last minute. As always, these events 
depend on our great bunch of volunteer helpers, 
so please keep in touch. So far, we’ve had to 
cancel our New Year’s Day fly-in, our Artists in 

Residence production, our first Wing Walking day 
and the Ladies’ Day Fly-in which was scheduled 
for May 8. Also falling victim to Covid is Action 
Stations, our military-themed Wings & Wheels 
show which was to have been held on June 5, the 
D-Day weekend, and recently we’ve decided to 
call off the Kernow Trophy Aerobatic Competition 
which was to have been held on July 3 and 4. 
Which brings us to:
July 5 Light Aircraft Association – LAA 
Tour of England. The shortened tour will call at 
Bodmin on Monday and use the airfield as a night-
stop.
July 24 & 25          The Vintage Aircraft Club 
Weekend at Bodmin Airfield        The VAC are 
our weekend guests and the Saturday evening 
entertainment is ‘Words On The Wing’ – with 
Poetry and Music in Hangar 2.
August 1                   Lundy Sunday - Fly Out to 
the magic island but a PPR booking is essential. 
Contact Pete White 01752 406660 or 07805 
805679
August 6 Wing Walking Day – details later.

September 11th        The Cornwall Strut Fly-in. 
Fast becoming a busy and successful event… come 
and join us in 2021.
We will also be offering vintage flights around 
Cornwall by the Tiger Moths of TMT at various 
weekends during the year, plus a new addition to 
our airfield, a US Army marked 1937 Boeing 
Stearman biplane. The Stearman will be available 
to book for introductory flights to enjoy the scenic 
Cornish countryside. 

AEROCLUB:  Due to the pandemic the first half of 
2021 is being be kept free of indoor gatherings, for 
instance the AEROCLUB talks, so they are planned 
to resume in the Autumn... see below. From January 
to April we will be joining several monthly Zoom 
meetings with guest speakers, usually hosted by 
other organisations and Struts.
September 15   Peter Channon    The real Battle 

          of Britain
October 13    Polly Vacher   Life after Flying… 

    A Donkathon
November 10   Bryan Pill      Tales from a Pilot’s 

Unofficial Notebook 

December 8     Marc Wolff   Flying for the movies 

FEET OFF the GROUND (FOG):
We were unable to hold any scout Aerocamps or 
charity flying events during 2020 and we await 
developments on the pandemic front before making 
plans for 2021. However, we do have:
August 21 Bader Braves Day flying youngsters 
in conjunction with the Douglas Bader Foundation
 

For all information on events contact Pete White, 
Events Director, via email at pete@aeronca.co.uk or 
on 01752 406660 or 07805 805679

Moths are coming

Marc Wolff

mailto:pete@aeronca.co.uk
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