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Shades of Iwo Jima – see within

Ready for take-off
By Bruce Abbo* and Jay Gates 

The countdown has begun to the resump5on of dual 
flying on April 12 and the bookings book is rapidly 
filling up as pilots pair up with instructors to knock 
off the rust of the long lockdown. Solo GA flying was 
allowed from March 29, but almost all of our 
members have elected to wait un5l dual flying is 
permiGed so they can take a check flight before 
going out of their own. 
This relaxa5on doesn’t mean the shackles are off. We 
can operate within the limits of the wider Covid 19 
restric5ons, which discourage unnecessary travel and 
stress the importance of s5cking to social distancing 
guidelines.  
But at least we can get in the air! The airfield is once 
again open for business, seven days a week, from 
9am to 6pm, and our instructors are primed for a 
hec5c resump5on of flying. But remember, the rules 
on social contact s5ll apply – outdoor gatherings 
only, limited to six people or two households, with 
no indoor mixing allowed.  

If you want a check flight, call the Duty Manager on 
01208 821419 to book your slot. 
The “General Avia+on Roadmap Out of Lockdown for 
the Resump+on of Flying and Access to Instruc+onal 
Flights” (catchy 5tle) was published by the CAA on 
March 22, 2021.  
The roadmap gave us all encouragement, enabling 
flights from March 29. However, in a typical cock-eyed 
approach that put the cart before the horse, 
instruc5onal flights are not permiGed for holders or 
students of PPL licences un5l April 12.  
So, what do you do between March 29 and April 12? 
A two-week gap between the date on which non-
professional GA pilots are permiGed to resume flying, 
and when they will have the ability to fly with an 
instructor? 
The CAA Safety No5ce SN–2021/009 contains 
recommenda5ons regarding opera5onal safety.   
CFI Bruce AbboG says: “I am concerned for the safe 
opera5on of all aircra` and for the safety of all pilots 
and so have decided on the following ac5ons for all 



pilots using Cornwall Flying Club aircra`. These 
ac5ons are mandatory:  
From 29 March 2021, GA flying for non-professional 
purposes for solo pilots, or individuals flying with a 
member of their household or bubble, can resume. 
If any member believes themselves to be 
sufficiently confident and current not to wait 
5ll April 12 to fly with an instructor first and wishes 
to use a club aircra`, they must talk to myself or 

Nick ChiGenden. Nick or I will make a decision 
which will be final. If that decision is nega5ve it will 
be accepted and cannot be overturned.   
Private owners will know their own experience and 
abili5es and must make a judgement regarding 
their need to and their confidence to fly their own 
aircra` without a check ride first. Nick and I can be 
contacted to help advise.  
It is presently the inten5on of 
Government that from April 12 2021, 
flights with an instructor can resume. 
Un5l this 5me there will be no 
training flights and no access to on-
line examina5on facili5es.  
When training recommences each 
student pilot will receive refresher 
training. All training is useful and 
hones skills, so this will not be wasted 
5me and will be worth every penny.  
There will be no student solo flights 
un5l a student has completed at least 
three dual instruc5on flights. This 
5me can be used to progress training 
or for revision for the LST and so no 
5me will be wasted.  

The CAA document states, regarding the order of the 
easing of restric5ons:   
“While this makes sense from a public health 
perspec5ve, as part of the gradual easing of restric5ons, 
it will be very important for many GA pilots to ini5ally 
fly with an instructor on resump5on of GA flying. 
“Pilots who are no longer current may need to fly with 
an instructor before flying with an examiner on 
resump5on of GA ac5vity. (Terry Earl and I are available 

as examiners.) 
“There has been an unprecedented 
lack of GA ac5vity over the last 12 
months as a result of Covid 19 
restric5ons. As part of safely 
resuming GA ac5vity, the CAA advises 
any GA pilot who has not flown for an 
extended period of 5me to take a 
check flight with an instructor before 
they resume flying as Pilot-in-
Command especially if there are any 
concerns or issues of low confidence 
about resuming flying. This would 
mean delaying the return to GA flying 
beyond the date permiGed by 
Government guidance.  
“Given the extended period of GA 
inac5vity, it will be hugely beneficial 
for all GA pilots to first fly with an 
instructor as part of making the 
return to GA flying as safe as 
possible.  

Instructors have been enabled to stay current during 
lockdown to help facilitate the return to GA flying.  
“To smooth out the inevitable demand for examiners in 
the coming weeks and months, we (the CAA) are 
working on an extension to General Exemp5ons Nos 
1416 and 1418 un5l the end of July 2021”.  
It will be wonderful to be back in the air. I look forward 
to seeing you in the skies – but not too close. Stay safe. 

Ready when you are

What does this stick do again?



Chairman’s message: 

Up, up and away
By Darren Fern 

Things are looking up! We have started our return to the 
passion that unites us all, despite the occasional difference of 
opinion on ‘maGers management’. A`er taking up the reins 
again, I was disheartened last month by the ac5ons of 
the few disgruntled members. On reflec5on, their 
ac5ons have done us all a favour, firmly establishing the 
basis for opera5ng permit aircra` within a flying club 
that could benefit many other clubs and small airfields. 
We have wriGen confirma5on from both the CAA and 
the LAA that our management structure and opera5ng 
procedures comply fully with all legisla5on. Although 
we were very confident in our approach, our scheme 
had not been ‘tested’ by the relevant authori5es, but 
now they have. Such a posi5ve endorsement has been 
much welcomed. 
If any of you had managed to find the ‘eyesore rubbish 
dump’ that afflicted the club and so incensed a fellow 
aviator to complain to the Environment Agency, you will 
now see that the decades of rubbish has been removed 
by professional waste disposal teams. While the Agency 
was perfectly sa5sfied that we were not opera5ng a fly-
5pping dump, we have taken the opportunity to clear the fire 
training area out and have tackled other areas around the 
airfield that had become un5dy. We have now official 
confirma5on that our site fulfils all Environment Agency 
requirements, and we have received glowing praise from the 
EA for our waste management protocol. 
While trying to resolve the collateral damage of planning 
issues that arose a`er the ‘caravan park’ planning complaint, 
Leith Whikngton spent countless hours going through the 

store of old damp documents in the store, and has 
uncovered the old planning archives. We have been 
discussing our planning status (past and present) 
with the relevant authori5es and have welcomed 
their help and support. We are now in a strong 
posi5on to move forward with developments that 
will secure the long term future of our club. I have 
been hear5ly encouraged by the ac5ons of my 
fellow Board members who have turned the 
unpalatable situa5on that we found ourselves in last 
month into the very healthy state that we now in. 
I’m looking forward to gekng airborne again in the 
next few days; I’ve done the minimum ‘essen5al 
maintenance flights’ during lockdown, so I’ll be 
taking extra care on pre-flight inspec5ons and flight 
planning un5l I feel that I am back  up to speed. I 
encourage all who have not flown for a while to chat 
to Nick ChiGenden or Bruce Abbot before flying, just 
to run through your plans; its amazing how helpful it 
is just to vocalise your thoughts about how you are 
going to approach one’s first flight in months. For 
solo pilots flying club aircra`, this ‘post-lockdown 
briefing’ is mandatory, but we encourage everyone 
to take the opportunity to immerse themselves in 
‘avia5on ku-rust’ before sekng off. If you have any 
significant concerns, please book an instructor to 
share your flight from 12th April. 
Covid hasn’t gone away, so please con5nue to 
reduce the risk to yourself and others by following 

the ‘Hands, Face, Space and fresh air’ mantra that is 
s5ll an essen5al part of our return to the ‘new 
normal’.  
As we return to flying, please bear in mind that our 
neighbours will be accustomed to a quieter 
environment, and may no5ce our ac5vi5es more 
than usual. Please avoid the no flying zones in 
par5cular, but also try not to overfly any other local 
proper5es if you can. 

Now you see it…

…now you don’t



Hangar rash strikes 
in lockdown
By Jay Gates 

As we open up a`er such a long 5me away from 
flying, one of the ac5vi5es associated with the 
sport is moving aircra` in and out of hangars at 
the start and at the end of the day. More than 
anything we have to beware of causing ‘hangar 
rash’ to other aircra`. Unfortunately a member’s 
aircra` was damaged by mishandling during 
lockdown.  
There is a protocol for moving aircra` at the 
airfield, and all members must be aware of it.  
First and foremost, DO NOT aGempt to move an 
aircra` by yourself. You are not insured if you do 
so, so it could be very expensive for you – and 
CCTV covers both main hangars. Take your 5me 
when moving aircra`, and if necessary, do it in 
steps of a few feet at a 5me; stop and check 

clearances and get a clear picture in your head of 
the next direc5onal movement and the distance 
to travel before stopping and checking again. And 
at all 5mes, clearly communicate with the person 
assis5ng you with the aircra` move. Work as a 
team to ensure that no inadvertent damage is 
caused. If for any reason you get it wrong and 
make an error that results in hangar rash to an 
aircra`, you MUST report it. Please do not just 
walk away and leave it. The structural integrity of 
an aircra` may be compromised. Remember, it 
may be your aircra` next 5me. Just Culture is 
paramount in these situa5ons. 

Truro Airfield plans 
unique holiday lets
Truro Airfield has submiGed a planning applica5on with 
Cornwall Council, PA20/10725, for 16 holiday lets, 
manager's residence and a lake on land adjacent to the 
airfield. 
The idea for the scheme came from discussions with 
pilots who have stayed at Truro Airfield over the years, 
and have had to get taxis, li`s from Graham Barral or hire 
cars to reach their accommoda5on. Having 
accommoda5on on site would aGract pilots to come to 
Cornwall whilst not contribu5ng to traffic conges5on on 
the routes in and out of the Duchy. 
The central theme of the scheme was renewables and 
ecologically sound principles. There is an exis5ng wind 
turbine on site that can power the units and each unit will 
also have solar panels on its roof. Geothermal energy will 
heat the homes, and there is a well on site to provide 
some of the water demands. For those pilots who wish to 
use a car during their stay, electric cars will be available 
for rent, as well as bicycles and kayaks. Immediately 
adjacent to the site is a public footpath to a bus stop from 
which almost all of Cornwall can be reached by other 
buses or from the train sta5on to des5na5ons beyond the 
Duchy. The units will be high quality, highly insulated 
houses made largely from 5mber.  
There will also be a small shop on site selling fresh food, 
essen5als, ready meals and some hot food for residents. 
The scheme provides a calculated 49% biodiversity 
increase to the field where it is to be situated. It would be 
marvellous to get local support for a scheme that is 
unique in the UK. If you feel able to provide support for 
this applica5on you can do so by logging onto the 
Cornwall council planning website and searching for 
planning reference PA20/10725

Truro plans 16 fly-in holiday lets



Pulling our sock up
By Jay Gates 

Over the Christmas week break the na5on was 
visited by Storm Bella, who le` her calling card at 
Bodmin Airfield when she not only shredded the 
southern windsock, but snapped the windsock mast 
clean in two and le` it a wreck on the airfield grass. 
So began a long-winded (excuse the pun) exercise 
during a na5onal lockdown to replace the windsock 
and mast prior to the reopening of the airfield. 

The southern windsock is a luxury item for a GA 
airfield. The northern windsock, located at the 
runway 13 end of the airfield next to the weather 
sta5on, has been the prime windsock since the 
airfield opened. The problem with that was a 
mixture of the actual loca5on and the topography 
of the airfield. Under normal circumstances, a single 
windsock should be located in the centre of the 
airfield, clear of poten5al turbulence any 
such obstacles might create. On a grass 
airfield where aircra` can land in any 
direc5on if the need arises, a centrally 
located windsock would poten5ally be 
an obstacle in itself. So it was placed on 
the northern boundary. 
Over the years the small trees on that 
boundary have grown to become big 
trees, and have added an element of 
turbulence if the wind is out of the 
northern quarter, which can cause the 
sock to fluGer.   
Secondly, with the airfield being  located 
on top of a small, barely no5ceable, hill –

 everything 
slopes 
downwards away 
from airfield in 
almost every 
direc5on – and 
any moderate to 
strong wind flows 
around the 
contours of the 

hill in a 
rough 
teardrop 
shape, so 
the wind 
direc5on  
at the 
threshold of 
runway 31 
may not 
accurately 
match that which the windsock is showing at 
the northern boundary. The answer was 
simple – erect a second windsock at the 
southern end of the airfield. 
In 2015 Richard Saw and Peter Chapman set 
about digging a founda5on for a second 
windsock. Instead of purchasing a bespoke 

windsock system, they used a standard 21 foot 
(6.4m) scaffolding pole with a simple swivel, the 
pole being set in a sleeve and dropped into a two 
foot deep hole made in a concrete base. The 
swivel itself was topped with a silhoueGe of a 
Robin aircra`, just like a weather vane, courtesy of 
the ar5s5c skills of Pete Chapman. In 2018, this 

Bella did it

You should have seen the box it came in

In with the new



bare pole was rubbed down and given three coats of 
orange and white painted hoops to make it more 
visible on dull days, as per the recommenda5ons of 
ICAO aerodrome design. It was also given a new 
bespoke swivel, with outrigger to allow the windsock 
to flow more freely as wind direc5on changed. Sadly, 

the aircra` weather vane top disappeared over the 
years as the relentless Cornish winds had torn it off 
and it lies somewhere in the undergrowth between the 
airfield and Cardinham Downs. 
This windsock mast served us well for almost six years, 
un5l Storm Bella came calling. So a new windsock and 
mast was needed, and it was decided that the 
replacement would be an industry standard 
commercial airfield windsock mast, capable of being 
lowered for maintenance or to guard against severe 
weather if necessary. The decision was also taken to 

make it as 
high as 
possible to 
counter any 
turbulence 
generated by 
the trees to 
the east of 
the windsock. 
An  eight-
metre mast 
was ordered 
in January, 
which would 
make the new 
windsock two 
metres higher 
than the old 
one. The new 
mast had a 

foldable base and would be anchored into the ground 
using three large curved bolts, set into concrete to a 
depth of 1.2 metres.  
The mast and  its components arrived in mid-January, 
but we had to wait for a number of dry periods over 
the next six weeks, in order to be able to give it four 
coats of one-metre orange stripes over the factory 
white paint, to make it compliant with ICAO marking 
recommenda5ons for high obstacles. On March 17 
Howard Fawkes arranged for his trusted maintenance 
man, Dave Hill, and for a mini digger team to excavate 
the required 1.2m deep founda5on hole, mix and lay 
the concrete, set the three founda5on bolts into the 
concrete and aGach the mast base plate to the bolts 
on the surface. It was then le` for ten days to cure. 
The original concrete base fabricated by Richard Saw 
and Pete Chapman was not going to waste, nor was 
the original broken mast pole. In order to simplify any 
future maintenance on the mast, or for changing the 
windsock itself, Howard cut down the remains of the 
original mast and converted it into a cradle to allow 
the new windsock pole to be lowered onto it, at a 
workable height. So a new posi5on for the 
replacement mast was fixed about six metres to the 
north, and directly in line with the old concrete mast 
founda5on and pole. 
On March 28 a new seven-foot windsock was aGached 
to the outrigger and Howard Fawkes and Pat Malone 
raised the completed mast in a scene reminiscent of 
the famous photograph of the US Marines raising Old 
Glory above Iwo Jima in the Second World War. 
Howard then secured the nuts to the base bolts and 
over the next 24 hours torqued them down to prevent 
any mast movement in future. 
The opera5on for the replacement and erec5on of 
‘Iwo Bodmin Jima’ was completed in 5me for the 
reopening of the airfield on March 29. 

Blow that down then Thanks boys – Howard and the gang

There I was, digging this hole…



A spring in our step
By Jay Gates 

Well, we have finally entered into spring, with March 1 
being the start of meteorological spring, and the Equinox 
occurring on March 20 when day and night periods were 
the same. With the clocks going forward and the long-
awaited start of the exit from lockdown on March 29 we 
really do have something to look forward to in 2021. 
That said, the pandemic is not yet done and you are all 
asked to con5nue to live your lives as though it is s5ll a 
deadly threat. The gradual reopening of the 
airfield in accordance with the government 
roadmap means that solo flying only resumed 
on March 29, and dual flying and flight training 
will recommence on April 12. Despite that, the 
clubhouse has to remain closed as indoor 
mixing is s5ll not allowed under the guidance, 
and this will remain in place un5l May 17 at the 
earliest.  
We have done very well to have come through 
this pandemic mostly without trauma, death 
and despair. We have managed to navigate a 
sensible fiscal approach to the difficul5es we 
have been faced with over the last 12 months 
and are coming out the other side in a posi5on 
far healthier than we could have envisaged, or 
even dreamt of. Sadly, this is not the case 
elsewhere in the country and we always knew 
there would be some casual5es. On March 15 
Sussex Flying Club, a flying school located at 
Shoreham, went into liquida5on. Along with Maypole 
Airfield in Kent, Oakley Airfield in Buckinghamshire has 

now closed, 
leaving many 
pilots and 
aircra` 
owners 
without an 
airfield to 
operate from. It has been a tough 5me for a lot of 
people in this industry. 
The majority of March con5nued in the same vein as 

the two months before, with us opera5ng under the 
rules of the na5onal lockdown. Up to the end of the 

first ‘open’ day on March 29 we had 
recorded only 54 movements, with 20 of 
those occurring on the 29th itself. We 
welcomed a Royal Navy Merlin during the 
month which spent an hour conduc5ng 
circuit training, and the highlight was the 
appearance of a mighty RAF A400M Atlas 
which barrelled down the airfield 
boundary at 400 feet while conduc5ng low 
level flight training. Throughout the 
lockdown, we have con5nued to keep the 
airfield open three days a week, 
predominantly to allow members to 
conduct engine health flights under the 
government flying rules, and to allow CAS 
to con5nue working. The number of 
members taking advantage of the engine 
health allowance remained at around 11, 
and CAS saw a number of aircra` arriving 

RN Merlin bashing the circuit

Daffs in profusion



under the ‘one flight to maintenance’ rule with aircra` 
arriving from Dunkeswell, Exeter and Newquay. The 
expected low number of movements translated into 
an expected low total for fuel dispensed, it being only 
294 litres up to March 29. So as the first quarter of 
2021 closes we have notched up a total of 123 

movements and fuel sales of 750 litres in three 
months, figures that would not normally even be the 
equivalent of the worse single month of any year.  
Now we are heading back into normal avia5on life, I 
hope these figures will have improved drama5cally by 
next month and we can look forward to a 
good solid spring and a great summer. 
God knows, this great club deserves 
nothing less. 
And yet again, despite what you would 
expect to have been a slow news month 
with liGle ac5vity, there has been plenty 
going on around the airfield and in 
among the members. With Interna5onal 
Women's Day being celebrated in March, 
it was lovely to see our own Ellie Carter 
being included in na5onal celebra5ons on 
March 8, firstly by being invited to take a 
central role as one of a five-person panel, 
chaired by Kirsty Murphy (the former RAF 
Tornado Pilot and the first female Red 
Arrow), to discuss how to get young 
people into the avia5on world. To top 
that, on March 12 she was invited to be a 
guest alongside Rachel Riley of 
Countdown, live on the Sky TV Breakfast 
Show to discuss the importance of female 
youth involvement in avia5on and the world at large.  
Work on the clubhouse con5nues, and Roger Davis has 
begun the recladding of the rear wall of the 
clubhouse. Prepara5ons for this work exposed another 

of the original 40 year old clinker, wooden plank 
walls. As well as recladding, work in this area will 
include roofing and covering the back porch area, 
reloca5ng the toilet windows and moving the rear 
door to the boGom of the steps. On the front of the 
clubhouse Howard Fawkes has completed the 

polishing and varnishing 
of the Cornwall Flying 
Club steel badge, and 
placed it above the doors.  
On the administra5on 
front we have had our 
Petroleum License 
renewed by Cornwall Fire 
and Rescue, to allow us 
to store and dispense fuel 
on the airfield. We have 
also been awarded 
compliance by OFCOM 
for the new ICNIRP EMF 
radio regula5ons, which 
is more of a technical 
thing than an opera5onal 
one. We were also 
approached by the MoD 
last month to ascertain if 

they could arrange a parachute drop on the airfield, 
possibly during March, as part of a huge programme 
of na5onal military exercises that was taking place 
across the country with Bri5sh Forces and NATO. 
These exercises included ‘Joint Warrior’, ‘Cobra 

Warrior’ and ‘Chameleon’. Whilst they could not 
guarantee the jump would take place, based on 
weather and them having three other poten5al 
loca5ons, we naturally gave them permission. We 
ini5ally only had thoughts for a dozen or so 

Ellie on the telly

Old clubhouse wall revealed



parachute troops, only to be told that the drop would 
be taking place out of RAF Hercules, 20 miles away 
and from 20,000 feet and the free-fall troops would 
track to the airfield for landing, and that the number 
expected was upwards of 50 paratroopers. Now that 

would have been a sight to behold at the airfield. 
Sadly, the weather held up for them at another 
loca5on and they did not need us in the end. 
Out on the airfield, work has con5nued with some 
brush clearance on the margins. Roger Davis 
completed the winter service of the gang mowers, 
and Richard Saw was able to get out with them and 
give all runways and taxiways a full first grass cut of 
the season, just in 5me for the reopening of the 
airfield. As usual the airfield is looking in great 
condi5on, and the runways are firm and 
green, helped by a dry month and not having 
much of traffic on them over the weGer 
winter months – one posi5ve aspect of the 
lockdown, I guess! The replacement southern 
windsock mast, and the windsock itself, for 
the one destroyed in Storm Bella back in 
December was erected on March 28 in 5me 
for the reopening of the airfield. Some good 
work has been put in by Howard Fawkes in 
preparing the ground for the new windsock, 
which is over two metres higher than the one 
it replaces. Our resident buzzards will be very 
pleased to have a new perch from which to 
scout out a rabbit supper.  
The opportunity of removing some of the 
airfield and construc5on waste that has laid 
around the airfield for many a year was 
taken, assisted by one of the desperate 

whistleblowing aGempt by some members to 
damage the club’s reputa5on. Not only did we 
clear the old fire training ground, but we used a 
professional waste clearance company to clear the 
area behind the main hangars and the ground 

behind the private hangar adjacent 
to the Trago Hangar. On top of this, 
with the major por5on of the 
clubhouse refurbishment coming to 
an end, we have brought in a skip to 
remove that building waste that lies 
behind the clubhouse. With one skip 
already filled with wood, old roofing 
felt, copper pipes and corrugated 
roof panels, we will bring a second 
one to finish the job in due course. 
As always, any member around the 
airfield who feels up to it is welcome 
to pick up a few bits of waste from 
the site and place it in the skip. In 
that way it will fill quickly and easily.   
On the weather front – not that it 
really maGered – the month has 
turned out to be a rela5vely dry one. 
Up to March 29 we have only 
recorded 45.5mm of rain on the 
official Met Office rain gauge at the 
airfield. This equates to only 61% of 

the monthly average for March, and 
is in line with the south-west figures, with 
Dunkeswell showing only 65% of their average. As 
you travel further west it gets lower, and drier, 
with RNAS Culdrose showing only 48% of March 
average, and St. Marys on the Isles of Scilly 
showing only 34% of their March average. The 
worse part of the month was during the passage of 
an Atlan5c low pressure system between March 10 
and 13, which dropped only 21.6mm (less than an 
inch) of rain over four days, with a maximum 

Richard Saw delivers the first cut

Airfield is a haven for flora and fauna



sustained wind gusts recorded at the airfield of 47 
knots (Gale Force 9) from the west and south-west over 
two days as the low passed. A`er three months of 
above average rainfall, this may be a sign that we are 
entering a dry spring and the good weather that comes 
with it, rather like the spring of 2020 that nobody at 
the club could take advantage of due to the first 
lockdown. A lack of rain was reported all over the 
country with only 13 weather sta5ons out of 129 
na5onwide, all located on high ground (Snowdonia, 
Lake District, North Pennines, Southern Uplands, 
Grampians) repor5ng more than 100% of their average.  
With spring most definitely showing its colours, one of 
the beau5ful sounds of the airfield, not heard 
anywhere else locally, was heard for the first 5me on 
March 15 – the beau5ful song of the skylark, whose 
resident colony on the airfield grasslands have begun 
singing as part of their ma5ng rituals, and what a rich, 
inspiring sound it is. The summer swallow colony is s5ll 
winging its way back from their winter holiday in South 
Africa and should arrive some5me in April. The pied 
wagtails are nes5ng and hun5ng the flies outside the 
clubhouse, and the two jackdaw pairs have been busy 
nest building in the eaves of the main and the Trago 
hangars. We have also had our first pheasants of the 
season conduc5ng a leisurely meander across the 
airfield. The current show of daffodils and primroses 
around the airfield is a stunning sight, with the 
primroses taking advantage of our earlier brush cukng 
exercise on the car park bank, and now being visible in 
profusion. The Cornish wild flowers, for which we are 
guardians, are star5ng to show their faces throughout 
the grasslands and this 5me next month the airfield will 
look completely different. 
Despite the lockdown exit being underway, please do 
not relax your guard. The new rules s5ll prohibit indoor 
mixing inside of people who are not in the same 
bubble. The clubhouse remains closed un5l mid-May. 
Do not come to the airfield unless you have to, always 
wear a mask when you are at the airfield, and stay out 
of the clubhouse if at all possible. The clubhouse will 
be locked during the day, and if you need to enter the 
clubhouse, talk to the Duty Manager by phone, or 
through the tower windows. If you do enter the 
clubhouse for any reason, you must complete the 
‘Track and Trace’ form on the table immediately inside 
the door on the le`, and use the hand sani5zer 
provided on every table and in the toilets. Please follow 
these rules at all 5mes. If you are in any doubt about 
your health, you should not come to the airfield, but 
should phone NHS Direct on 119 to seek guidance. The 
very simple message to us all is s5ll unchanged and is 
as important as it has ever been – more so than ever 
with the end of this pandemic disrup5on in sight. 
WASH HANDS, COVER FACE, MAKE SPACE. We are 
within striking distance of a return to normal life. Don’t 
risk your health at this late stage. Stay safe. 

Larger aircraft 
at Bodmin
By Leith Whi8ngton 

We are all familiar with the sight of GA aircra` of the 
types that we generally fly at Bodmin Airfield but, 
just occasionally, we have seen other and unusual 
aircra` types on casual visits, at fly-in or other 
events. There are a few pictures around the 
clubhouse - some that we can date – but no 
comprehensive archive. 
The emergence of the need to produce an historical 
record of visits by larger aircra` to the airfield has 
sent me scurrying to the document store to search 
through those records and a few photographs that 
have avoided being “recycled”. I can assure you that 
the document store is a place best avoided unless, 
that is, you are keen to experience what it feels like 
to be a frozen turkey in early December. 
What is needed is photographs of larger aircra` like, 
for example, a Skyvan, a Twin OGer, BN Islander, 
Dragon Rapide, any larger twin aircra` or big single 
etc. at the airfield that can be accurately dated. 
Alterna5vely, if you have flown one of these aircra` 
types into the airfield a copy of your log book entry 
or knowledge of somebody else that has done this 
whom we can contact. Our objec5ve is to provide 
evidence that larger aircra` have operated into and 
out of the airfield over the last twenty or more years. 
Please contact leith.whikngton@btopenworld.com  
if you can assist with the materials that are required. 
Any original photos will be returned when the file of 
evidence has been compiled. 
*Lockdown or no, the Navy keeps flying. One heavy 
aircraD, a Merlin, was a welcome visitor to Bodmin 
last week. This picture comes to us from a Cardinham 
resident who is par+cularly fond of helicopters.
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The man who would 
have been President
By Pete White 

Joseph Patrick Kennedy Jr. (brother of future President 
John F. Kennedy) was the eldest of the nine children 
born to Joseph P. Kennedy Sr. and Rose Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. A US Navy lieutenant, he was killed in ac5on 
during World War II while serving as a land-based 
patrol bomber pilot, and posthumously awarded the 
Navy Cross. 
Now, a play has been wriGen about his short but 
extraordinary life as a tribute to all those Americans 
who flew from England and lost their lives in the fight 

against Nazi Germany. Originally planned last year to 
tour Suffolk airfields, No Ordinary Joe, No Ordinary 
Kennedy will now be performed as an audio drama and 
will be released from April 8, the planned start date for 
INK Fes5val 2021, at www.inkfes5val.org. An op5onal 
small dona5on will be suggested to help raise funds for 
INK and The Halesworth Museum. 
In 1944, Joseph Kennedy Jr. took off from a Norfolk 
airfield in a B-24 Liberator filled with 20,000 pounds of 
explosives. He'd volunteered for the mission. It had 
been assumed that Joe Kennedy Jr would eventually 
take a 5lt at the Presidency of the United States, but in 
1942 he dropped out of law school to join the U.S. 
Navy, hoping to become a pilot. In 1943 and 1944 he 
flew two tours of bombing missions over Germany in a 
B-24 and was eligible to return to the USA for home 
du5es, but volunteered for a secret and dangerous 
mission opera5ng one of the first military drones. 
The goal of Opera5on Aphrodite was to take bombers 
that were no longer fit for regular duty, strip out all 
unnecessary equipment and load them with several 
tons of Torpex explosives. The cockpit was fiGed with a 
radio control system and a pair of cameras, one 

showing the gauges, one the ground below and 
ahead. Painted yellow or white, the planes would fly 
at 2,000 feet, controlled by operators in other planes 
at 20,000 feet. It was hoped that these massive flying 
bombs could crack the German submarine pens and 
rocket launch sites that tradi5onal bombing runs were 
having trouble hikng. The control system was 
rudimentary, however. A pilot and a navigator were 
needed to get the planes off the ground – this was 
considered the smallest crew that could successfully 
take off in a bomber un5l a stunt man did it by himself 
during the making of the film 12 O'Clock High in 1949. 
They'd get the flying bomb up to 2,000 feet, then 
parachute into the English Channel, where a boat 
would pick them up. On August 12, 1944, Kennedy 
and Lt John Willy took off in a B24 (the drone versions 
were designated BQ-8) from RAF Fersfield near 
Norwich. Their target was a massive underground 
military complex called the Fortress of Mimoyecques 
that had the poten5al to launch devasta5ng aGacks 
on London. Minutes before the planned bail out an 
electrical fault in the Liberator caused the Torpex to 
detonate. In a thunderous instant, the plane and both 
men flying it simply ceased to exist. 
Unfortunately, Opera5on Aphrodite was a complete 
disaster. In more than a dozen missions, only one 
plane caused damage to the intended target. More 
American airmen were killed than Germans, and 
more damage was done to the Bri5sh countryside 
than to Germany. Joe Kennedy’s name is listed on 
memorials in Cambridge, at Arlington Cemetery and 
at the drone’s target, Mimoyecques.

Joe Kennedy at 
RAF Fersfield 

http://www.inkfestival.org/


2021 events
By Pete White
We expected the Covid 19 situation was inevitably 
going to affects our events programme, and I 
always think it’s better to plan and then cancel or 
postpone if need be. We will endeavour to hold as 
many events as we can but they will have to be 
managed carefully, with risk assessments being 
adhered to. This is only possible if we can muster 
enough help from our great bunch of volunteers 
helpers… watch this space.

So far, we’ve had to cancel our New Year’s Day 
fly-in, our Artists in Residence production, our first 
Wing Walking day and the Ladies’ Day Fly-in 
which was scheduled for May 8. Also falling victim 
to Covid is Action Stations, our military-themed 
Wings & Wheels show which was to have been 
held on June 5, the D-Day weekend, and recently 
we’ve decided to call off the Kernow Trophy 
Aerobatic Competition which was to have been 
held on July 3 and 4. Which brings us to:
July 5 Light Aircraft Association – LAA 
Tour of England. The shortened tour will call at 
Bodmin on Monday and use the airfield as a night-
stop.
July 24 & 25          The Vintage Aircraft Club 
Weekend at Bodmin Airfield        The VAC are 
our weekend guests and the Saturday evening 
entertainment is ‘Words On The Wing’ – with 
Poetry and Music in Hangar 2.
August 1                   Lundy Sunday - Fly Out to 
the magic island but a PPR booking is essential. 
Contact Pete White 01752 406660 or 07805 
805679
August 6 Wing Walking Day – details later.

September 11th        The Cornwall Strut Fly-in. 
Fast becoming a busy and successful event...come 
and join us in 2021.
We will also be offering vintage flights around 
Cornwall by the Tiger Moths of TMT at various 
weekends during the year, plus a new addition to 
our airfield, a US Army marked 1937 Boeing 
Stearman biplane. The Stearman will be available 
to book for introductory flights to enjoy the scenic 
Cornish countryside. 

AEROCLUB:  Due to the pandemic the first half of 
2021 is being be kept free of indoor gatherings, for 
instance the AEROCLUB talks, so they are planned 
to resume in the Autumn... see below. From January 
to April we will be joining several monthly Zoom 
meetings with guest speakers, usually hosted by 
other organisations and Struts.
September 15   Peter Channon    The real Battle 

          of Britain
October 13    Polly Vacher   Life after Flying… 

    A Donkathon
November 10   Bryan Pill      Tales from a Pilot’s 

Unofficial Notebook 

December 8     Marc Wolff   Flying for the movies 

FEET OFF the GROUND (FOG):
We were unable to hold any scout Aerocamps or 
charity flying events during 2020 and we await 
developments on the pandemic front before making 
plans for 2021. However, we do have:
August 21 Bader Braves Day flying youngsters 
in conjunction with the Douglas Bader Foundation
 

For all information on events contact Pete White, 
Events Director, via email at pete@aeronca.co.uk or 
on 01752 406660 or 07805 805679

Moths are coming

Marc Wolff
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