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New Chairman Darren Fern

New man at the helm
By Pat Malone 

Darren Fern is to be the new Chairman of Cornwall 
Flying Club following my decision, announced at the 
AGM in December, to stand down. Darren was 
nominated as my replacement at January’s Board 
meeAng, and aBer a unanimous vote in his favour he 
agreed to take over, effecAve from March 1st. 

I’ve been Chairman for two and a half 
challenging years, and I informed the Board last year 
that I wished to be relieved in 2021. There’s been a lot 
of work to do – even without Covid, it was someAmes 
a full-Ame job – and some of it has been to the 
detriment of my business and home life. I will remain a 
Director and will conAnue to do administraAve work 
and publish this newsleNer, while Leith WhiQngton 
becomes Company Secretary. 

It’s been an interesAng Ame. I took over from 
Darren in 2018 when the Club had just come through a 

period of management upheaval, but in the 
aBermath of the earthquake the tremors rumbled 
on and a period of seNlement was needed. Darren 
had not shirked the demands imposed upon him by 
the previous situaAon, and it was my great good 
fortune to reap the fruits of his determinaAon. 

While I had a much easier ride as Chairman, 
there was a great deal of work to be done to bring 
Cornwall Flying Club into the modern era and get it 
funcAoning like a modern business. In Jay Gates, the 
Club is fortunate to have an airfield manager whose 
experience makes him hopelessly over-qualified for 
the job, and many Ames I’ve had cause to be 
grateful for his professionalism – not many GA 
airfields are so lucky. The Club is also blessed with 
dedicated Directors – few members fully realise just 
how much work Board members are called on to do. 
I’m afraid I have added mercilessly to that workload, 



and all the Directors have responded with unsAnAng 
support. The old days of having a Board meeAng once 
or twice a year are gone; we have insAgated monthly 
meeAngs and have revitalised the Bodmin Flyer to 
appear each month to inform the members of what 
we’re doing.  

Recapping on the main events of the last 
couple of years, we’ve rewriNen our ArAcles of 
AssociaAon, which were hopelessly outdated, we’ve 
introduced a Code of Conduct for members, and we’ve 
wriNen a Commercial Code to govern relaAons with 
contractors, suppliers and others. Our thanks are due to 
Leith WhiQngton for his experAse in wriAng these 
documents. In the past, too many arrangements were 
made verbally in pubs, and it’s impossible to run a 
business efficiently when there are endless arguments 
over what is owed to the club. We have relentlessly 
pursued bad debt, where necessary through the courts, 
and the last piece of aged debt was paid to us in 
October 2020 aBer almost five years.   
 In 2018 we established an infrastructure fund 
to refurbish the clubhouse and asked every member for 
a £25 contribuAon. Many gave more, some 
substanAally more, and I thank all who did so. Thus 
began a project that has added a generaAon to the 
lifespan of our clubhouse, as well as making it look 
fantasAc. For this we are almost enArely indebted to 
Roger Davis, who has put in a barely believable amount 
of work on the club’s behalf and has been involved in 
every improvement made. As a paltry token of our 
appreciaAon for a truly outstanding club member we 
have renamed the clubhouse The Roger Davis Building. 
 We are indebted to so many people who work 
Arelessly for the Club’s benefit. Nick ChiNenden forced 
through our Declared Training OrganisaAon applicaAon 
in the face of all manner of bureaucraAc frustraAons. 
We now have a Safety Management System and a 
Disaster Recovery Plan, and all our manuals are up to 

date. With Corinne Dennis as Treasurer we 
insAtuted a system of management accounAng 
that enables us to know at a glance where we’re 
making money, and where we’re losing it. Corinne 
has also created an engine fund so that we’re 
never again caught short as we were in 2018 when 

SM unexpectedly needed a new engine. Thanks to 
Corinne and Jay, cost control is infinitely beNer 
than before. 
 The best-laid plans are stymied by 
unexpected events, and one of the first challenges 
we faced was the instructor shortage which 
plagued us in 2019. Thanks to Andy Wilkins we 
were able to ride it out; Terry Earl also stepped in 

in extremis, and our cadre of 
instructors, led by our hugely-
experienced CFI Bruce AbboN, has 
done us proud. We also had a change 
of management at Diner 31 when 
Carol Farnell leB us, with Keith and 
DoQe Elderkin taking over and 
introducing new events like the car 
club meets – their tenure regreNably 
restricted by Covid-19.  
 We had problems when a resident 
moved in to a house near the airfield 
boundary and started complaining 
about noise. We leafleNed every 
house in the neighbourhood inviAng 
people to a meeAng at the clubhouse 
where I explained how we operate 
and what we do to minimise 
disturbance. At the end, the 

Roger at work 

The Roger Davis Building



complainant became so abusive to his neighbours that 
I had to ask him to leave. I was heartened by the 
support we have from people in Cardinham parish, but 
the complainant conAnues his campaign.  
 We lost G-EGLA temporarily aBer it ran off the 
end of 03; we were able to lease in a replacement, and 
during LA’s lay-off we upgraded her avionics to give her 
full IR(R) capability. We also had to take acAon to tackle 
the increasing cost of maintaining elderly Cessnas. For 
a while we invesAgated leasing, but couldn’t make it 

work for us – then in a pioneering project devised by 
Darren Fern, we engaged with the LAA to take 
advantage of regulaAons which allow ab ini9o training 
to shareholders in an RV12 aircraB, which has 
improved our prospects and surely points the way to a 
beNer future. Thanks to Howard Fawkes we finally 
completed the job begun four years ago to bring mains 
water to the clubhouse. Our online presence, which 
has become increasingly important to the club, has 
been guarded by MarAn Parker, who also shepherded 
us through the GDPR maze and who conAnues to keep 
our digital noses clean without any thought of reward. 
Pete White does a superhuman job as events organiser, 
Richard Saw as Safety Officer, and while we someAmes 
have robust debates at Board meeAngs, everyone gets 
behind our decisions with determinaAon to make them 
work. 
 Then of course, there’s Covid… Although it’s 
cost us dear, we’ve done our best to turn the pandemic 
to our advantage and have applied for every grant and 
loan to which we were enAtled. The Board decided that 
any money spent should improve our offer to members 
and our financial prospects; the Covid money paid for 
the upgrade of LA’s avionics, the new water supply and 
the club’s iniAal investment in the RV. Without the 
bounce-back loan it’s quesAonable whether we could 
have gone down the RV12 route; as it was, it could 
have ended up as another bright idea that never got off 

the ground  had I not put in a cash injecAon to 
ensure we could bring the aircraB to Bodmin. We 
should never forget that the club exists today 
because decades ago, members put their hands in 
their pockets to buy the debentures that brought  
it into our ownership, and we owe it to the next 
generaAon to hand it on in good health. 
 Now I’m entering my 70th year and I need 
to take it a bit easier. I’ve given up my Pilot 
magazine column and I won’t be doing any more 
helicopter flight test reports. There’s a lot I regret 
not having done at Bodmin – the access road is in 
a shocking state, the loos need major work, the 
fuel bay must be moved, among other things… 
there’s always more to do. Almost everything 
we’ve accomplished has been opposed every step 
of the way by two or three people in the club who 
prefer the old ways and want to turn the clock 
back. It’s a shame to have people who should be 
on your side working against you, but they are a 
Any, forlorn facAon and they can’t really damage 
the club. But the vast majority are completely 
supporAve. 
 The Chairman’s role is not an easy one – 
it’s Ame-consuming, and of course, the Chairman 
is the guy who has to have the difficult 
conversaAons. In two and a half years I’ve never 
had a policy disagreement with Darren Fern, and I 
wish him all the luck in the world as he takes over. 
As a Director, I will support him for as long as I’m 
on the Board.  

Pat Malone flies into the sunset

The game-changing RV12



New Scilly Isles 
restrictions?
Land’s End Airport and other commercial operators 
have lodged a claim for a Radio Mandatory Zone and 
a Transponder Mandatory Zone between the 
mainland and the Isles of Scilly, together with an 
expansion of its air traffic zone to cover both ends of 
a GPS approach system to runway 34/16. Cornwall 
Flying Club has responded to the consultaAon saying 
that while it is prepared to support an RMZ, nothing 
should be done to preclude flights by GA aircraB, 
however equipped. 
The issue was discussed at our January Board 
meeAng, when Pete White suggested that given the 
high percentage of aircraB in the West Country 
without a transponder, the full proposal would 
unfairly exclude the majority of GA traffic. Chairman 
Pat Malone said that with only 11,000 movements a 
year – some 30 a day – Land’s End was significantly 
less busy than many GA airfields which were deemed 
to require no such protecAon, and he was unaware of 
any airprox issues in the corridor. While safety was 
always to be encouraged, changes should only be 
made aBer a full review of the effect on all traffic, 
and excluding those without their own ACAS 
capability would take out most GA traffic. 
It was agreed that Cornwall Flying Club should 
support the establishment of an RMZ, oppose the 
establishment of a TMZ, and support the widening of 
the corridor to cover the Land’s End instrument 
approaches. A condiAon is that all aircraB, however 
equipped, should be able to fly around the peninsula. 
The consultaAon response reads: 
“The Board of Cornwall Flying Club Ltd 
contends that as significant GA traffic 
passes between our base at Bodmin 
Airfield and the Isles of Scilly, we have 
a major interest in any changes to the 
transit corridor and airspace in the 
vicinity of Land’s End. 
We, in common with many GA-centric 
airfields in the UK, operate from a 
grass airfield where many of our 
aircraB are equipped to a minimal 
level and not only have no 
transponders, but have no electrical 
systems to support them, and use 
handheld radios. Nonetheless they fly 
to the Isles of Scilly and around the 
peninsula, and would wish to conAnue 
to be free to visit Land’s End Airport or 

suitable airstrips in the vicinity. Due to the 
significant percentage of GA aircraB based in and 
operaAng in the West Country which have no 
transponder, we cannot support a TMZ, which 
would unfairly exclude many of our aircraB from 
flying both to the Isles of Scilly and in the 
surrounding inland area. 
While safety is our priority, the low number of 
movements at Land’s End compared to other GA 
airfields with nothing more than basic ATZ 
protecAon does not warrant addiAonal measures to 
increase exclusivity. We have been made aware of 
no airprox issues in the corridor. However, given the 
special circumstances of Land’s End and the transit 
corridor, we support the imposiAon of an RMZ on 
the condiAon that it does not preclude GA 
operaAons by all aircraB, however equipped, over 
the inland area and around the coast of the 
peninsula. This can be achieved by the provision of 
an Open FIR slot, for example Ground to 2500’, 
which would allow all traffic to fly around the coast, 
while allowing Land’s End traffic to enter an RMZ 
directly from the Land’s End ATZ. 
In any event, the proposed changes presuppose the 
implementaAon of the concepts published in 
CAP1711 which have yet to be brought into 
legislaAon or incorporated into wider airspace 
design. While it is asserted that the operaAonal 
requirements of a group of commercial 
organisaAons in this area are being used as an 
argument to exclude GA traffic, a) the concerns 
addressed in the proposal may naturally be 
resolved by developments in equipment carriage 
requirements on GA aircraB (ACAS), and b) the 
proposal presupposes a traffic growth which pays 
insufficiently regard to the finite capacity of the 
Isles of Scilly to accept it.” 

Land’s End… 30 movements a day



Fuel invoices: 
prompt payment 
appreciated
By Jay Gates 

Having the offer of credit faciliAes anywhere is 
generally considered a privilege rather than a 
right. And so it is at Cornwall Flying Club, insofar 
as very few people have credit to pay for fuel, 
and it is normally reserved for group-owned 
aircraB due to the logisAcs of arranging payment. 
That said, all the group aircraB administrators at 
Bodmin are excellent in seNling their fuel 
invoices. Over 90% of our members pay at the 
point of delivery, are happy to do so, and have no 
credit facility with the club. 
 In a Ame of difficult trading brought 
about by the pandemic, hangarage and fuel sales 
generate much-needed monthly income. It is 
very disappoinAng when some members treat 
credit seNlement as something to be done only 
when it suits them. A couple of members have 
had to be reminded repeatedly that payment 
was sAll due for fuel upliBs, which in some 
instances were taken over three months 
previously. The excuse offered, that ‘my money is 
good’, is not acceptable when it is paid – aBer 
being chased – almost four months aBer the fuel 
was upliBed.  
 In one instance the late payer demanded 
proof that he owed money to the club for a fuel 
upliB, despite receiving an invoice and being 
shown the fuel chit with his signature on it. 
 One has to remember that if you upliB 
fuel on the first of the month, you will receive 
the invoice for that fuel at the end of that month, 
and if payment is only offered 30 days aBer 
receipt you will actually have had credit on that 
fuel for 60 days. Payment should be made on 
receipt of invoice, or at least as soon as you are 
able within seven days. Similarly, the excuse that 
payment of hangarage fees is a ‘business 
contract’, and that it is normal in business for 
payment to be made 30 days aBer receipt of the 
invoice, is also not acceptable.  
 In cases of tardy seNlement of fuel and 
hangarage invoices, the credit arrangement will 
be reviewed and may be withdrawn.

Plymouth airport 
to rise again?
Could Plymouth Airport reopen? The City Council has 
applied to the Department for Transport’s Airfield 
Development Advisory Fund to find out what it would 
have to do to restore its air connecAon with the outside 
world, so it’s clear that at least some officials in Plymouth 
haven’t totally given up the idea. 
Whether they’re doing more than going through the 
moAons is quesAonable. The move may be to placate the 
38,000 residents who responded posiAvely to a poll on 
reopening the airfield, and to string along the groups that 
are dedicated to reviving it. The leaseholder has a legal 
stranglehold on the site, and it could be hard to break. 
The saga has dragged on for a decade since the City 
Council gave a lease on the airport to SuNon Harbour 
Holdings, a company with no experience of running an 
airport. The lease allowed SuNon Harbour to close the 
airport if it was not viable. Surprise surprise, the 
leaseholder soon declared the airfield unviable, threw out 
its general aviaAon tenants and began building houses on 
the site. The folly of the Council’s decision was brought 
home when Plymouth’s rail link was cut at Dawlish, 
leaving the city reliant on Exeter and Newquay airports 
for travel. Many groups have suggested ways to return 
aviaAon to Plymouth, but the big obstacles are Plymouth 
City Council’s sApulaAons  – it says the airfield must 
operate without subsidy – and SuNon Harbour’s posiAon. 
While it’s a marginal proposiAon as an airfield, as a 
development site for housing the site is worth many 
millions, so SuNon Harbour won’t give up without a fight. 
While planning inspectors have stalled further house-
building on the airport unAl 2024, SuNon Harbour points 
out that its lease sAll has 133 years to run, and that it has 
an opAon to renew for another 150 years. 

Plymouth Airport – X marks the spot



In the bleak midwinter…
By Jay Gates 

As we leB 2020 behind, and for most it was a 
sense of ‘good riddance’, so we entered into 2021 
and with almost immediate effect the government 
put the whole naAon into another lockdown – 
except that this Ame the lockdown is looking more 
like the first one, and an exit is potenAally more 
than two months away. Unlike the first lockdown, 
when our membership  appeared to have come 
out untouched, this Ame we have a small number 
of members who have lost family members or 
beloved friends… so more than ever before, please 
take care if you need to go out, and look aBer 
yourselves and your loved ones. We look forward 
to seeing all of you all back when this is all over. 
We now have a full set of staAsAcs for the whole of 
2020 to give us a measure of how we managed the 
year and what effect the pandemic and the 
weather has had on our performance as a flying 
club and as an airfield. During December we lost a 
full 19 days, with two due to the previous 
lockdown and 17 due to weather. This meant that 
in the whole of 2020 we lost 134 days to 
Lockdown, or 37% of the year, and we lost 92 days 
to weather, or 25% of the year. The loss of 62% of 
the year leB us only 139 days in 2020 in which 
flying was possible, or 38% of the year. This is not a 
huge amount of Ame to ensure that our revenue 
stream can keep the club financially stable. 
Thankfully, our flying student base is extremely 
healthy and we were able to be in a posiAon 
where this income from training, when we could 
do it, together with our monthly hangarage fees, 
pandemic grants and soB loans allowed us to 
weather the 2020 storm. And it does look as 
though we are sAll in a financial posiAon to 
weather the current storm as we await salvaAon 
from the vaccine programme. 
Our basic annual staAsAcs for 2020, when set 
against the figures from 2019 and 2018, show 
starkly how the pandemic affected us – yet when 
taken in the context of the fact that those figures 
were arrived at in a year based on only 139 days, it 
is clear that had we even operated for only half the 
remaining days, we would have achieved similar, if 
not improved, figures to the previous years. A lot 

of that success, even with lower reported figures, 
is down to hard work by a core group of members, 
the Duty Managers, the Board of Directors, our 
introductory flight pilots and our superb pool of 
flying instructors. The comparaAve figures are set 
out on the table below. 
Back to January, and unsurprisingly it has not been 
a good month due to the lockdown. However, we 
did have one ‘out of town’ visitor who arrived for a 
fuel upliB just before the lockdown started. For the 
duraAon of the lockdown we have kept the airfield 
open three days a week, predominantly to allow 

members to conduct engine health flights under 
the government flying rules. January saw 11 
aircraB taking advantage of the airfield openings 
for this maintenance purpose, although poor 
weather on many of our open days has probably 
prevented more being carried out. The month has 
ended with only 37 aircraB movements having 
been recorded, and a meagre total of 219 litres of 
fuel having been dispensed.  
While the weather did not play a part in our 
uAlisaAon staAsAcs, the weather for January sAll 
produced some interesAng figures. ABer a wet 
December, with the airfield receiving 166% of its 
monthly rainfall average, January has brought 
almost the opposite, despite us having a named 

Work continues despite shut-down



storm that brought heavy rain.  Our first named 
storm of 2021 was ‘Christoph’, which arrived on the 
18th and lingered unAl the 21st. Up unAl the 18th the 
January 2021 rainfall figure for the airfield was only 
siQng at 34%, but by the 21st this had risen to 59% 
aBer we had 1.5 inches of rain in three days. That 
figure pales into insignificance when you see that 
Capel Curig in Wales, had almost seven inches of 
rain in only two days, and yet this deluge only 
raised their own average rainfall figure to 97% by 
the 21st. Despite that, spare a thought for the 
sodden folk of LoBus in North Yorkshire, who by 
January 30th have already received 349% of their 

average January rainfall, and with a soggy Sunday 
31st sAll to come!  
As at the 30th January, the average rainfall figure for 
the airfield had risen to 97%. The rain over Devon 
and Cornwall has had a posiAve effect on our 
reservoir water levels with Colliford Lake reaching 
84% of capacity by the week ending January 24th, 
and Roadford Lake reaching 95% capacity. The two 
other major local reservoirs, SAthians and Burrator, 
are both at 100% capacity as at the end of January, 
meaning the south-west is at 94% capacity for the 
whole region. 
Government restricAons did not allow us to 
carry out PPL training, but the rules did allow 
training if it was commercial in nature. This 
meant that our two Examiners, Terry Earl and 
Bruce AbboN, were able to complete Examiner 
Renewal flight tests under the watchful eye of 
Examiner’s Examiner Mike Beeston, who came 
up from Exeter to undertake the tests on both. 
Happily, both passed muster on the day and 
are fit to conAnue examining students for the 
foreseeable future. 
Being closed does not mean that airfield 
maintenance and grassland management 

requirements can take a holiday. The new windsock 
mast arrived at the start of the month and it is 
currently being given its high visibility paint coaAng, 
as recommended by the CAA and ICAO. It is a base-
folding mast, which means that it will be easier for it 
to be serviced, and for windsocks to be replaced in 
future. It  requires a deep foundaAon to be 
constructed, which Howard Fawkes will undertake 
when the weather allows. Richard Saw has 
completed the iniAal build of the new circuit 
direcAon board on the signal square, and has started 
giving all the board bases a full undercoat prior to 
them receiving the required high visibility markings, 

also as recommended by the CAA and ICAO.  
This is also the Ame of the year when 
hedgerows should be tended to and prepared 
for the year ahead. The requirement is that box 
cuQng and trimming hedgerows must be 
completed by March, before hedge-dwelling 
birds start their nesAng seasons. We have now 
completed a full box cut and trim of all hedges 
around the airfield, including on the external 
hedges that run up airfield lane towards the 
A30 juncAon. As part of our community care, 
we have also trimmed and cut back the grass 
and ferns on the ground between the airfield 
hedges and the road up to the A30. This area 
now looks ready for the year ahead. Great 
thanks are due to Geoff Smeeth, of Mount, for 
compleAng the whole cut on our behalf.  

Spring is showing signs of approaching, with the 
primroses beginning to proliferate and the daffodil 
shoots that abound around the airfield now very 
visible. Our mole man, Colin Best, has been called in 
to deal with a new set of molehills that have arisen 
close to the Runway 03 threshold. Roger Davis is also 
conAnuing with his programme of concreAng in the 
clubhouse curtain wall, and he has now completed 
the mounAng of a new external water tap for general 
use. This goes hand in hand with the new improved 
water supply pressure that has been introduced in 

CFI Bruce passes muster

Mike gives Terry the nod



recent months. The tap is on the external wall of 
the steps as you come down from the car park. A 
long reel-mounted hose is also provided, to go 
with the Kärcher pressure wash system, to make it 
easy for members to wash their aircraB out on the 
apron.  

As always during this pandemic, I finish with the 
usual health warnings. We are back in what looks 
like another long lockdown due to some very 
serious threats arising from the mutaAons of the 
Covid-19 virus, and the idiocy of people travelling 
around the country and using Devon and Cornwall 
as a holiday venue in defiance of restricAons has 
meant an exponenAal growth in the number of 
residents of our counAes falling ill with the virus. 
Death rates have climbed at a rate that was not 
previously seen in this region. Please don’t get 
complacent if you’re thinking of going out, even 
for all the right reasons. Lowering your guard 
because of ‘Pandemic FaAgue’ leaves you and your 
loved ones open to the disease.  It seems likely 
that we will not see a way out of this lockdown 
unAl mid-March, so follow the rules  promulgated 

by the government and designed to keep you and 
your family safe. Those main rules are: 
* You cannot spend Ame INDOORS with ANY people 

outside of your household or bubble. 
* You can only meet up with ONE other person 

OUTDOORS, whilst social distancing. 
*You should not leave your home to 
make any unnecessary journeys, for 
any reason. 
*You should work from home if at all 
possible. 
*You can only make a journey from 
your home for very specific, listed, 
requirements such as for work which 
cannot be undertaken from home, 
educaAon, medical, food shopping 
or caring responsibiliAes, but NOT 
for social reasons. 
As I’ve said before, we have in place 
a robust Covid-19 risk assessment at 

Bodmin Airfield. Do not come to the airfield unless 
you have to, to conduct an engine health flight if it is 

required. Always wear a mask, and stay out of the 
clubhouse. In any case, the clubhouse will remain 
locked during open days, and any requirement to 
enter the clubhouse must be made by talking to the 
Duty Manager by phone, or shouAng through the 
windows. If you are allowed into the clubhouse for 
any reason, you must complete the ‘Track and Trace’ 
form on the table immediately inside the door on 
the leB.  
Please follow these rules. Despite the Covid risk in 
Cornwall and Devon being lower than almost 
anywhere else in the country, the risks are sAll very 
real, and the disease can kill. If you’re in any doubt 
about your own health you should phone NHS 
Direct on 119 to seek guidance. The government 
message is unchanged and is as important as it has 
ever been. WASH HANDS, COVER FACE, MAKE 
SPACE. Stay safe.

Neat, trim and bird-friendly

External water supply – new hose reel to come

Clearance outside the boundary



VIP bear in the air
By Jay Gates 

Cornwall Flying Club hosted a very unusual, but very 
special, guest over the Christmas and New Year period. 
The guest was Wing Commander ‘AB’ Bear, a very 
special teddy that is helping to highlight the mental 
health baNles of children and young adults who are 
suffering from loneliness, anxiety and fear, but don’t 
know how to recognise and manage those feelings.  
Wing Commander ‘AB’ Bear grew out of great sadness. 
Richard Bland, a photographer and associate member 
of IV (AC) Squadron RAF, suffered the tragedy of his 
son, Andrew, taking his own life in 2013 at the 
relaAvely young age of 31. Andrew leB behind a wife 
and child, and neither his parents or any member of 
his family had any inkling of the personal problems 
that caused him to take his life. He had never opened 
up to his family about how he was feeling. 
 Richard and his wife Sue grieved for months 
aBerwards with no answers. Then they found ‘The 
Dove Service’, a specialised bereavement and loss 
counselling support charity that helped them come to 
terms with the loss of their son. Richard was an 
aviaAon photographer who had produced calendars 
for IV (AC) Squadron, who are based at RAF Valley and 
are responsible for training the RAF’s fast jet pilots in 
the Hawk T2. These calendars were sold in support of 
the squadron’s nominated chariAes. Richard wanted to 
beNer that and raise money in support of ‘The Dove 
Service’ and the Royal Air Force’s own ‘RAFA’ charity. 
What he decided to do was to write a book. 
 The first book, one of a series of adventures, 
would be about an intrepid teddy bear. The bear was 
named AB aBer Richard’s son, Andrew Bland, and the 
book would tell of his adventures as he learns to fly, 

and where these adventures take him. In the 
story, his life begins in a toy warehouse where he 
waits, terrified and lonely, for the grabber that 
will pluck him from the shelf, drop him into a 
basket, and take him away to an unknown life. 
The Atle, ‘AB Gets His Wings’ gives an inkling of 
where that unknown life leads. 
 Wing Commander ‘AB’ Bear will conAnue 
to educate children who love reading adventure 

stories, while making the future less lonely and 
dark for some of them. The new book is full of 
adventure, but will also help children beNer 
understand their feelings, and how to deal with 
anxiety or fear, as well as assisAng depressed 
youngsters who are struggling to cope to 
understand their emoAons and teach them about 
mental health and well-being.  
 Wing Commander ‘AB’ Bear’s flying 
literary adventures have led to him having some 
genuinely exciAng adventures in the real world. 
With the assistance of IV (AC) Squadron, AB Bear 
was commissioned and ouziNed as a Royal Air 
Force Wing Commander and given an official RAF 
pilots logbook, and he was sent on missions all 
over the world, iniAally with most of the frontline 
RAF squadrons, and with the odd Royal Navy and 
Army Air Corps unit. His log book includes display 
flying with the Red Arrows, operaAonal flights in 

Wing Commander Bear checks out Tom’s Zenith

Bear is introduced to proper flying



RAF Typhoons, Tornadoes, Hawks, Harriers, 
Globemasters, Hercules and Search and Rescue (SAR) 
Sea King helicopters. In fact, one two-hour SAR flight 
he took part in was back in February 2013 where the 
flight commander in his logbook is signed ‘Wales’. A 
flight with a future monarch!  
 His adventures have taken him to the Middle 

East and Afghanistan, plus across the AtlanAc Ocean 
in a USAF KC-135 Stratotanker, from where he flew in 
both USAF F-22 Raptors and Royal Australian Air 
Force F-18 Hornets on the famous mulA-
naAonal ‘Exercise Red Flag’ held every year 
at Nellis Air Base in Nevada. He even 
completed a free fall parachute jump with 
the ‘Tigers’ Army parachute display team. 
Back home, Wing Commander ‘AB’ Bear has 
even flown through the famed ‘Mach Loop’ 
in North Wales, not only in the back seat of 
an RAF T1 Hawk out of RAF Valley, from 
where he was photographed from an 
adjacent cliff, but also in the front of a USAF 
F-15E Eagle of the 494th ‘Panthers’ Fighter 
Squadron out of RAF Lakenheath. His 
logbook from this mission stated “Turns out 
Wing Commander Bear is one of the more 
reckless pilots in the squadron, but other 
than that, he's a solid pilot." 
 Through Ellie Carter, one of our 
young flying members, Wing Commander 
‘AB’ Bear arrived at Bodmin just before 
Christmas. Immediately he was taken under 

the caring wing of club member Thomas 
Hennessy-Jones, and over the Christmas Holiday 
period he flew two criAcal Air Ambulance missions 
with the Cornwall Air Ambulance, with Thomas as 
one of the duty CriAcal Care Paramedics on both 
flights, in which two lives were saved.  
 Then in early January, Thomas brought 

Wing Commander ‘AB’ Bear 
back to Bodmin Airfield where 
he enjoyed a couple of flights 
in ‘civil’ general aviaAon aircraB 
for the first Ame by taking 
advantage of the allowance for 
engine health flights during the 
lockdown. He was treated to a 
flight in G-BVVM, the Zenith 
601 of Thomas Hennessy-
Jones, and a flight in G-IVOR, 
the sprightly 1946 Aeronca 
Chief, with Pete White. Poor 
weather meant that not much 
more flying could take place in 
January and on the 28th 
January Ellie Carter collected 
Wing Commander ‘AB’ Bear 
and took him back to Devon 
where, among other things, he 
has been promised a flight with 
the Devon Air Ambulance and a 
flight with Ellie herself in the 
magnificent ‘D-Day’ marked 

1944 Piper L-4H Cub. Hopefully, he will add other 
great experiences in Devon, including maybe even 

Back-seat Bear on a Mach loop run

In the Cornwall Air Ambulance AW169



his first flight in a glider! Ellie has 
promised to bring Bear back to 
Cornwall in the spring when we 
will endeavour to get him flights 
with the Coastguard SAR 
Helicopter at Newquay, one of 
the Cobham Military training 
helicopters, and if things go well, 
we hope to get an RAF bear onto 
a Royal Navy air staAon and 
flights on, potenAally, the Merlin 
HM.2 helicopters, Hawk T1 and Avenger T1 training 
aircraB of the Fleet Air Arm at RNAS Culdrose, and 
maybe even a glider flight at the Seahawk Gliding Club 
or with 626 Volunteer Gliding Squadron, of the Air 
Cadets, at Predannack. 
Eventually, when the Ame comes for Wing 
Commander ‘AB’ Bear to reAre from his flying career, 
he will be donated to ‘The Dove Service’, along with 
his logbook and all the photographs that will have 
been amassed from his flying adventures. It is hoped 
that he will conAnue to raise essenAal funds for 
charity for years to come. We are pleased that part of 
his life was spent with Cornwall Flying Club at Bodmin 
Airfield, and honoured that this was his first sojourn in 
a general aviaAon environment, and we look forward 
to welcoming him back later in the year to add yet 
more flying adventures into his logbook. 

Jeremy Griffiths (left) and Tom Hennessy 
Jones show Bear the Air Ambulance

TopNav 2021: don’t 
give up on it yet

Flying with the future King!

Despite the Covid-19 situaAon, the Royal InsAtute 
of NavigaAon is planning to run the TopNav 
compeAAon again in 2021. It’s something at which 
Bodmin crews have excelled in recent years, with a 
number of Cornwall Flying Club members having 
travelled to London to pick up awards – some from 
the hand of royalty. We have a reputaAon to live 
up to. 
 It was decided at an RIN meeAng last 
month that there will be a number of changes to 
make it easier for pilots and navigators to 
compete. With each host airfield having its own 
compeAAon routes, there will be no need to run 
the compeAAon over a single weekend. Dates have 
not yet been seNled, but the flexibility allows the 
RIN to avoid clashing with already-established 
events at the country’s airfields. And the 
compeAAon will be held later in the year, to give 
crews a chance to re-learn how to fly in a post-
Covid world.  
 The compeAAon aims to polish up the 
rusty skills we all learned before the advent of 
satnav, when we made chinagraph marks on half-
mil charts, worked out wind vectors, learned to 
recognise ground features and apply the ‘One in 
Sixty’ rule. Which of course, we all sAll do, don’t 
we. One day, when your GPS fails, you’ll be 
thankful. 
 The RIN is working with a couple of 
airfields in the north of England to include them in 
the programme, so compeAAon will probably be 
fiercer than ever and Bodmin will do well to hold 
its end up. Pete White is already taking expressions 
of interest, so drop him an email to get on his 
spreadsheet – pete@aeronca.co.uk 



2021 events

March 25 & 26  Artists in residence: Flights of 
Fancy, with Sally Crabtree & Laura Frances 
Martin. Our two guests will be staying at Bodmin 
Airfield for two days and witnessing the activities 
and looking for inspiration for extra material to be 
used for the special ‘Words on the Wing’ 
performance on July 24th.
April 24                       Wing Walking Day with more 
dates to come later...

May 8                      Ladies Day Fly-in. A great 
opportunity to promote the joys of flight to all but it 
is especially a celebration of all ladies in aviation.
May 23            Light Aircraft Association- 
LAA Tour of the UK. The round Britain tour will 
call into Bodmin Airfield on Sunday and use it as a 
night stop.
June 5                     Action Stations – Military 
themed Wings & Wheels. (D-Day)

July 3 & 4               Kernow Trophy Aerobatic 
Competition. A very welcome return of this 
competition to Bodmin Airfield – please contact 
Howard Fawkes for details on 07803 128000.

July 24 & 25          The Vintage Aircraft Club 
Weekend at Bodmin Airfield        The VAC are our 
weekend guests and the Saturday evening 
entertainment is ‘Words On The Wing’ – with 
Poetry and Music in Hangar 2.
August 1                   Lundy Sunday - Fly Out to 
the magic island but a PPR booking is essential. 
Contact Pete White 01752 406660 or 07805 805679
August 14 & 15      Harrowbeer 80 (at Harrowbeer 
Airfield) 
September 11th        The Cornwall Strut Fly-in. 
Fast becoming a busy and successful event...come 
and join us in 2021.

We will also be offering vintage flights around Cornwall 
by the Tiger Moths of TMT at various weekends during 
the year, plus a new addition to our airfield, a US Army 
marked 1937 Boeing Stearman biplane. The Stearman 
will be available to book for introductory flights to 
enjoy the scenic Cornish countryside.


AEROCLUB:  Due to the Covid 19 pandemic the 
first half of 2021 will be kept free of indoor 
gatherings, for instance the AEROCLUB talks, so 
they are planned to resume in the Autumn... see 
below. From January to April we will be looking at 
holding monthly Zoom meetings with guest 
speakers – more later.
October 13    Polly Vacher   Life after Flying… 

A Donkathon
November 10   Bryan Pill      Tales from a Pilot’s 

Unofficial Notebook 
December 8     Marc Wolff   Flying for the movies  
 

FEET OFF the GROUND (FOG):
We were unable to hold any scout Aerocamps or 
charity flying events for children or adults during 
2020 and we await developments on the pandemic 
front before releasing plans for 2021.

An optimistic look at what we hope to be 
able to do during the year…



VINTAGE BI-PLANE FLIGHTS  Fly In a Boeing A75 Stearman  from Bodmin Airfield 

 
 
Enjoy a flight in an early example of the Boeing Stearman trainer and this particular 

aircraft saw service with several USAAF flying schools between 1937 and 1945.  

Feel the wind in your hair as you fly at 2000 feet above the beautiful Cornish 

countryside and view the coast and the magic of Cornwall through the wing struts. 

Enjoy your flight with an experienced instructor of this rare PT13 wartime training 

aircraft and make memories for a life time.  2021 Dates to be confirmed 

 

Prices start from £200   Time quoted is actual flight time... 

20 mins £200.00         

30 mins £275.00         

40 mins £350.00 

60 mins £450.00  

     

Contact ; Pete White — Events Director, AEROCLUB & Events Organiser 

01752 406660 -- 07805 805679 -- pete@aeronca.co.uk     www.bodminairfield.com 

 

 



LADIES’ DAY Fly-in
May 8th 2021
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LADIES’ DAY Fly-in
May 8th 2021

Bodmin 
Airfield, 
Bodmin, 
Cornwall 
PL30 4BU 
UK

A great day for all to experience the joys of flying -
but it’s especially a celebration of all ladies in aviation
A great day for all to experience the joys of flying -
but it’s especially a celebration of all ladies in aviation 

Visiting Aircraft – all welcome!

Vintage & classic vehicles

Food all day from Diner 31

For more details contact Pete White 

07805 805679 email pete@aeronca.co.uk

Visiting Aircraft – all welcome!

Vintage & classic vehicles

Food all day from Diner 31

For more details contact Pete White 

07805 805679 email pete@aeronca.co.uk
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Pete White - 01752 406660 / 07805 805679 / pete@aeronca.co.uk
PPR Essential              www.bodminair!eld.com

Sunday 1st August 2021

LUNDY
SUNDAY
FLY-IN


