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IC sports a new paint job for 2021

Out with the old… good riddance
By Jay Gates
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…
it was the epoch of incredulity… it was the winter of
despair.”
As 2020 draws to a close, this quote from
Charles Dickens ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ pretty much
sums up the past year in retrospect. The global
Covid-19 pandemic that landed, without PPR, on our
shores has played havoc with our airfield operations,
our programme of club events and our scheduled
series of winter talks. And yet, in spite of this plague
of almost biblical proportions, Cornwall Flying Club
has continued to navigate a sound and steady course
throughout tempestuous times and we remain both
solvent and afloat. All thanks must go to the core

team of our Chairman and the members of the
board, and to our precious group of regular
volunteers who give tirelessly and selflessly of
their time and often their own money. I promise
you that none of your great efforts goes unnoticed.
We came out of the second lockdown on
December 2, in the last month of a truly awful
flying year. Being good optimists, we hoped that
the final month of 2020 would bring us some good
cheer, along with a flurry of aviation activity which
would result in a final trickle of income to help us
through the winter. Well, as with the rest of 2020,
the month did not miss the opportunity to give us
one last weather kicking! As I mentioned in my
presentation at the AGM, as a result of weather

With Cornwall having gone to ‘Tier 3’ in terms of Covid-19 restrictions, we have taken the decision to
suspend the training programme and close the airfield on four days a week in January. If you need to fly
for engine health requirements, currency check flights or for essential business-related travel, Bodmin
Airfield will be open and manned each Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday for the use of members only. All
social distancing and hygiene restrictions must be rigorously adhered to. There can be no meeting in the
clubhouse. We are closed to visitors, although CAS will be able to accept aircraft for maintenance.
We’re sorry to have to start the year off on this note, but I’m sure members will understand. The situation
is changing constantly, and we’ll keep you informed by email of developments as they affect the Club.
Happy New Year, and stay safe – better days are coming. Pat Malone

average rainfall for December, and more
was still to come. Over the Christmas
holiday we had our last named storm of the
year, Storm Bella, and what a beast she
turned out to be. Between 1900 on
December 26 and 0400 on December 27
the wind gust average never fell below 40
knots, and between 2200 on December 26
and 0200 on December 27 the average
never fell below 50 knots. The result was
that our southerly windsock was not only
shredded, but the wind snapped the pole in
two! Unfortunately, we do not know the
maximum gust recorded at the airfield at this
time as the storm caused the WMO Weather
Station communications link to fail and the
Met Office stopped receiving weather data.
Named storms were not a rarity in 2020,
possibly as a result of climate change, and
14 of them affected our airfield over the

Windy, you say?

disruptions and pandemic closures we had
already lost a full 62% of the year up to the
end of November. Well, December carried on
in that vein – as of December 30 we have lost
18 days, or 60% of the month, partly due to
lockdown, mostly due to weather. On the
night of the AGM the heavens opened, and in
the week between December 16 and 22 a full
126.8 mm (five inches) of rain fell on the
airfield in seven days, as recorded by the
official WMO weather station located on the
field. It is put into perspective when you
realise that the average total rainfall for
Cornwall for December is 120 mm. No
wonder the rivers on Bodmin Moor were in
spate on December 19, with the River Fowey
bursting its banks near Lostwithiel and the
River Lynher bursting its banks near Notter

G-MATT heads for pastures new

Runway conditions wet, wet, wet

Bridge. A total of 89.8 mm (3.5 inches) fell in just two
days, between the 16th and the 18th. By Christmas
Eve Cornwall had already reached 166% of its

year. For the purist they were Brendan
(January), Ciara (February), Dennis
(February), Jorge (March), Eduoard
(July), Ellen (August), Francis (August),
Omar (September), Alex (October),
Barbara (October), Epsilon (October),
Aiden (November), Zeta (November) and
Bella (December). That total includes two
ex-hurricanes, two ex-tropical storms and
ten extratropical storms. You will note that
the only months of this year that we were
not affected by storms were April, May
and June, which happened to be the three
months of continuous, beautiful, sunny
weather that blessed the first lockdown!
Once more our statistics for the month
were badly affected by the weather and by
December 30 we had registered only 173

movements. This compares to 278 movements in
December 2019, 223 movements in December 2018
and 197 movements in December 2017. The
majority of those figures were recorded by club
aircraft, so very little income was gathered from

Ascot 158 going around…

come along at once. On December 16 not one
but two RAF C-130J Hercules out of Brize,
operating under the single callsign ‘Ascot 158’,
made a similar request and came barrelling
down Runway 31 within 30 seconds of each
other. Not to be outdone, the Royal
Navy and the Army Air Corps also put
on a show. An RNAS Yeovilton-based
Army Air Corps AW159 Wildcat AH.1
helicopter operating as ‘Army 02’
treated us to a low flypast, and a
Royal Navy AW101 Merlin HM.2
helicopter of 824 Naval Air Squadron
at RNAS Culdrose, operating under
an ‘Excalibur’ callsign, spent 30
minutes at the airfield conducting
circuits and hover training.
As reported at the AGM, the
training programme at the club is still
busy, despite the weather and
pandemic setbacks, and with a few
exceptions the Duty Instructor has a
full day of bookings almost seven
days a week, if only the weather
would co-operate. What is particularly
pleasing – as mentioned at the AGM
– is that we have a good number of
youngsters, all under the age of 18, who are
learning to fly. The group-owned RV12 G-CJIC

landing fees. The same goes for fuel sales, which
also reflect the reduced activity. Only 1,050 litres
had been dispensed up to December 30,
compared to 2,065 litres in December
2019, 1,575 litres in the same month in
2018 and 1,085 litres in December 2017.
As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, at
least the movement and fuel figures were
better than April when only 12 movements
and 275 litres were dispensed.
While there weren’t many
movements, when we did see activity
some of it was of a noteworthy nature. If
ever you wandered into Rod Bellamy’s
hangar you may have noticed an aircraft
that looked familiar; that aircraft was
undergoing a full rebuild for a customer in
the east of the country, and on December
8 she was ready to depart and head back
east. The aircraft was none other than GBruce gives Will Morgan the ‘first solo’ elbow
MATT, the Cornwall Flying Club Robin
R2160 which left the fleet in December
2016 after an accident.
Of our visitors, three did not expect
was successfully test flown by Nick Chittenden
to land. On December 4, ‘Ascot 113’ requested a
on December 6 after being painted and receiving
low approach and go-around at the airfield. Ascot
its new weight and balance schedule. A few of
113 turned out to be an RAF Lockheed C-130J
our young members and a number of our older
Hercules out of Brize Norton. Rather like London
pilots have already transferred their flying to the
buses, you don’t see one for a long time, then two
RV-12, and this aircraft is quickly gaining

popularity. Many students are conducting their
training on G-BNSM. One of the youngsters, 17
year old Will Morgan, flew his first solo on G-BNSM
on December 5 under the watchful eye of CFI
Bruce Abbott – well done, Will. Will’s uncle is a
Boeing 777 captain with British Airways and Will is
no doubt hoping to emulate his uncle by becoming
an ATPL in due course.
The ground projects under way around the
airfield continue whatever the weather; Roger Davis
is building up the lower curtain wall around the east
end of the clubhouse and is looking at building a

Ready for action – Nick test-flies IC

newsletter. If you do need to come, stick
rigorously to social distancing, hygiene and
‘track and trace’ requirements. It is
MANDATORY to wear a mask, and to sign the
track and trace sheet located on your left as you
come in the front door. There can be no repeat
of a recent instance when a group arranged a
meeting in the clubhouse.
Several club members have contracted
Covid-19 and at least one is currently in
isolation. Luckily, so far no-one seems to have
developed symptoms that are worse than a
dose of flu. But this new Covid-19
strain is exceptionally contagious –
always remember that for some
people, the virus is a sentence of
death. If you’re in any doubt about
your own health, phone NHS Direct
on 119 to seek guidance. We have
high hopes that the vaccination
programme will shortly begin to
deliver us from this long-running
nightmare, and the New Year offers
the prospect that we can finally get
on top of the virus. In the meantime,
WASH HANDS, COVER FACE,
MAKE SPACE.
Season’s Greetings, and a
heartfelt happy and prosperous New
Year – stay safe one and all in 2021.

new enclosed porch at the rear. Roger is also
looking at upgrading our internet router system as it
has developed problems over the Christmas period
which have affected our communications systems.
Richard Saw is manufacturing a new weather-proof
circuit direction indicator for the signals square.
After the destruction of the southerly windsock
during storm ‘Bella’, a new pole and sock has been
ordered and will be erected as soon as possible,
but it may take a week or so due to delivery delays
over the Christmas holidays.
Finally, I must promulgate the usual health
warnings to all our members. While we may have
come out of another lockdown at the start of
December, things have not improved as regards the
risk from Covid-19 – in fact, we’ve gone backwards.
With a rapid rise in infection numbers in Cornwall,
the threat of a further lockdown looms. The county
has been elevated to Tier 3, which means there are
some major changes to how we conduct ourselves
in public, and how we approach some aspects of
our lives. Instead of picking forensically through the
new rules, let me say this – don’t come to the
airfield if you don’t need to. The Chairman has set
out the club’s position on the first page of this
Brighter things to come in ’21

If you missed the AGM…
The 2020 Annual General Meeting of Cornwall
Flying Club was held on December 16 2020 via
the online platform Zoom, with 30 members
‘attending’. In order to reduce complexity, some
reports – those of the Chief Flying Instructor, the
Events Director and the Safety Officer – had
been circulated by email prior to the meeting.
Chairman Pat Malone said that the Minutes of
the 2019 and the Abstract of Accounts to the
end of the last tax year had been circulated
with the original notice of the 2020 AGM, and
the online ballot had overwhelmingly
supported their adoption.

done sterling work in bringing the airfield into first
class condition, while the Board had negotiated a
number of concessions on our overheads (which
normally run to over £10,000 a month), and had
claimed a £25,000 local authority grant and a
bounce-back loan of £30,000, repayable at two
percent over five years, with an initial year’s
repayment holiday.
LA gets an IFR upgrade

Chairman’s Report
The Chairman said that while Covid was
obviously the story of the year, the perennial
problems of raising money for fleet renewal
and infrastructure improvement were
exercising minds well before the plague
struck. The cost of maintaining our legacy
Cessnas was onerous and rising, with
£60,000 having been spent in the last two
years, and we were reluctant to take on debt
simply to cover operating costs – we were
still paying off borrowings from many years
ago, taken out just to keep the club in
business. We had been discussing a sale-andleaseback deal on an aircraft to free up some
liquidity, but we were overtaken by events.
Last winter was almost a write-off, with
five months of incessant rain and a string of
storms, but tight financial management meant
that as spring arrived we were in sound financial
health and looking forward to a good flying
season. Then came Covid, and we were in
lockdown from March 24 to July 4, which
coincided with the best early season weather for
years. Jay Gates and a team of volunteers had

Darren tries out the RV12

The Board decided to hold half our liquid
assets in reserve and to commit the remainder to
improving services and facilities, and enhancing
revenues. We went through with our long-term
goal of upgrading G-EGLA’s avionics to full IFR
status in order to offer members the Instrument
Rating (Restricted) – the Chairman urged every
member to look into getting this lifesaving
qualification, which teaches pilots to keep control
in inadvertent IMC and get their aircraft back on
the round using whatever instrument approach is
available. Some of the 15 hours this course
requires can be done on the simulator at
Perranporth at £40 an hour; the club offers a ten
percent reduction on aircraft hire costs for
instrument training; and we have a discount card
for landings at Newquay to allow less expensive
use of their ILS in practice.
A strategic breakthrough, the Chairman
went on, came from Darren Fern’s study of the
regulations on charging for the use of Permit to
Fly aircraft. The CAA had allowed the Light
Aircraft Association to issue ‘remunerated use’
permits, which were not easy to get – aircraft
owners had to conform to strict safety,

engineering and other stipulations. CFC had
obtained such a concession, and could make a
Permit aircraft available for self-fly hire.
In addition, the 2016 ANO allowed the

Modern RV12 glass cockpit
owners of a share in a Permit aircraft, or in a
company that owned a Permit aircraft, to be
taught to fly on that aircraft. This meant CFC
could offer training to the owners of a groupowned Permit aircraft. CFC had worked closely
with the LAA on this project. He and Darren
Fern had flown to Turweston for talks with the
Chief Executive and the Head of Engineering,
and had followed their guidance. This had
allowed us to look at modern Permit aircraft to
help share the flying load. After researching the
market Darren had recommended the Vans
RV12, which was designed as a trainer and was
widely used in that role in the USA. It had a
glass cockpit and an autopilot, and could be
operated at a cost significantly more attractive
than the Cessnas, which went out of production
40 years ago and had engines that were

certified in 1942, and for which spares were
increasingly difficult to get.
Because we deemed the project vital to
get CFC out of the Cessna straitjacket, the
Board had agreed that the directors would
themselves underwrite the purchase of the
RV12. The club would contribute £20,000, and
members could buy shares at their discretion,
investing for a return of 3.3% per annum.
Cornwall Flying Club was already the majority
shareholder and would continue to increase its
holdings using revenue from the aircraft. The
chairman thanked those members who have
supported the enterprise. The RV12 was proving
particularly popular with young pilots, and the
club now had more teenagers in membership
than for many years – a hopeful sign.
The acquisition was partly paid for by the
sale of G-CEYH, which had been bought by a
large flying school on the edge of London which
had two of its 152s scrapped at annual because
of corrosion, something that happened to FlyNQ
last year and was a constant potential nightmare

Volunteers spruced up the airfield

for Cornwall Flying Club.
Highlights of the flying season included
the Cornwall Strut fly-in, crowned by the NHS
Spitfire fly-past. Pete White had also organised a
winter programme of Aeroclub nights, with
included talks from Harvard expert Martin
Pengelly, Sopwith Camel builder John Shaw,
and Concorde training captain Les Brodie. This
year Pete White had been given a special award
by the Royal Aeronautical Society to recognise
his years of work to introduce flying to young
people; the Chairman observed that Cornwall
Flying Club would be infinitely poorer without
him. On the downside, it had not been possible
to find a safe way to open Diner 31, and Keith

Leith Whittington joins the Board

and Dottie Elderkin had suffered through a year
with no business. The Chairman also recorded
the death of former club chairman Terry Hartley,

Roger gets to work on the clubhouse

who he said was a great supporter of Cornish
aviation.
Despite the fact that from a commercial
standpoint the club was effectively moving into
its third consecutive winter, the Chairman said, it
was a testament to the financial management of
Jay Gates and Corinne Dennis that we were in a
sound position to emerge from hibernation with

our strength intact. He paid tribute to those who
volunteered to work in the interests of their fellow
members; these, he said, included Howard Fawkes,
who had completed the longdelayed project to provide mains
water to the airfield; to Richard Saw,
Jamie Wharram and Sandy
Wilkinson, to Martin Parker, who
spends hours tending our online
presence despite having his own
business to manage; Nick Straw,
who gives the club legal advice
gratis; Leith Whittington, whose
expertise in corporate governance
has been offered freely to the club
on request. Leith Whittington, he
added, had offered his services as
a Director, and there being no other
candidates this year, he had now
joined the Board, where his
contribution would be very
welcome.
The Chairman said that one
volunteer stood head and shoulders
above all of us in terms of his
contribution to the club, and that was Roger Davis.
Roger had dedicated thousands of hours to the

…up to the roof

From the foundations…

interests of Cornwall Flying Club and the amount of
money he had saved the club must be
extraordinary. He has tackled major engineering
jobs such as rehanging the hangar doors and had
almost single-handedly taken on the refurbishment
and recladding of the clubhouse. He had worked on

the Chairman announced
that he was stepping
down, and would ask the
Board of Directors at its
next meeting to appoint a
replacement. He said the
last two years have been
full of challenges, but the
Board had been able to
press ahead with
important projects. It had
a strategic vision, and
systems were in place to
allow it to achieve its
goals. We had drawn a
line under recent
management upheavals,

The way we were…

everything from the
foundations to the roof and
had added a generation to the
clubhouse’s lifespan. In order
to acknowledge the club’s
debt to him the Board had
decided to name the
clubhouse the Roger Davis
Building and to erect a plaque
to that effect. The Chairman
said it was a gesture to a man
who truly embodies the spirit
of club membership. Without
Roger Davis, Cornwall Flying
Club and Bodmin Airfield
would be a very different
place.
At the end of his report

The man who did it all

The Roger Davis Building

and while it seems one or two people still yearn
for the past, there was no going back. The club
now operated under tight business disciplines
and had Articles, systems and codes that were
fit for the modern era. The renewal of the
clubhouse and the presence of a new aircraft,
operated under a new system, was symbolic of
the progress that had been made. The club
owed its existence in its current form to
members who many years ago had taken
control, and had backed that control with their
own debenture money. We owed it to them to
pass the club on to the next generation in sound
financial health and with plans in place for its
long term prosperity. The Chairman concluded
that he would continue as a Board member for
as long as the members chose to vote for him,
and would work with the new Chairman to
ensure the continuing success of Cornwall
Flying Club.

Questions
Two questions for the AGM were received, both
from Steve Leach, as set out above.
In answer to the first question, the
Chairman said Mr Leach had misunderstood
the situation. All revenues and profits from the
RV12 accrued to Cornwall Flying Club. Kernow
RV Ltd was set up to allow those who wanted to
learn to fly to buy shares in order to allow them
to do so. It had no operating revenues. The
purpose was to get the aircraft into the
beneficial ownership of Cornwall Flying Club in
a way the club could afford. CFC was using the
profits from the aircraft to buy the aircraft, with
friendly capital underwriting the project.
The Chairman and Secretary had
decided it would be an advantage to have a
single Director fund the project in order to allow
all the other Directors to vote on issues relating
to the RV12. The Chairman had therefore
provided the £60,000 required, and in two
months, share-buying by other club members
had already reduced his contribution to
£16,000. The largest investor was now
Cornwall Flying Club, with slightly under 60

percent. CFC had a call option on every share
which allowed it to buy at any time. Shares
could not be traded on the market.
Apart from himself, the Directors of
Kernow RV Ltd were Leith Whittington and
Darren Fern, neither of whom had any financial
interest in the aircraft or in Kernow RV Ltd, and
who looked after the interests of Cornwall Flying
Club Ltd. Both Kernow RV Ltd and Cornwall
Flying Club Ltd had Articles which dealt with
any potential conflicts of interest; there were
none. The Chairman said new investors were
welcome at 3.3% as the Club needed to buy a
second RV12.
In answer to the second question, the
Chairman said the idea that a Board member
was selling UL91 fuel at Cornwall Flying Club
was “off the wall.” The Club had bought a
supply of UL91, the Club was selling it, and the
Club kept the profit.
What he wanted to know, the Chairman
said, was who was making this stuff up. He
would be writing to Steve Leach to ask for his
help in tracking down whomever was originating
these falsehoods, and hoped he would refrain
from spreading them further.

Financial report
The financial report was delivered via
video by Max Spence, Managing Partner of
Bennett Jones & Co, the club’s accountants.
Introducing him, the Chairman reminded members
that the full accounts were available for perusal in
the Tower; they remained company-confidential in
detail and the club did not want to commit them to
email because they would not remain so.
Mr Spence said the Club had not had a
bad year, given the problems of Covid-19,
although with year-end being April 30 2020, it
meant that only six weeks were in full lockdown.
The Profit & Loss account showed a relatively
healthy surplus despite a lack of income towards
the tail end of the year.
Points to note: The figure under ‘other
income’ of £3,899 in the P&L was the first job
retention scheme grant the accountants had
obtained during lockdown to go against wages.
The club had also received a Cornwall Council
Business Rates Grant, had received rates relief,
and had applied for a bounce-back loan, all of
which would come into the 2020/21 accounts.
There were some £22,000 worth of insurance
claims, which were offset against the cost of
repairs so were neutral.
Mr Spence said he was “pretty pleased”
with the way the club’s figures were looking to
April 30th. In the Balance Sheet, Mr Spence noted
that the club’s creditors were reducing nicely,
which strengthened the balance sheet.

Airfield Manager’s Report
In the Airfield Manager’s report Jay Gates said the
winter weather and Covid-19 had
laid waste to the airfield statistics
since the last AGM. The club had
lost a total of seven months – 132
days to lockdown and 75 to
weather, leaving only 127 flyable
days in eleven months. Movements
were down to 3,923 compared to
6,747 last year, and only 32,913
litres of fuel had been dispensed,
against 51,949 in 2019. The first
lockdown coincided with the spring
season when new members
traditionally joined to learn to fly;
nonetheless the club had 171
members. While this was down by
15 on the previous year, a pleasing
trend is the reduction in members’
average age, which has been rising
relentlessly for decades. The club
now had six members aged 18, of

whom three are female. Three of these have
gained their PPLs, and another had gone solo.
Three members are 17 years old, of whom one
has gone solo, two are 16 years old, one
member is 15 and one is the legal minimum age
of 14. The club hangars 28 aircraft owned by
members, compared to 26 in 2019.
Lockdown meant that the fleet had flown
only 652 hours in training compared to 1094 in
2019. There had been three GFT passes
compared to seven last year.
Projects competed or under way included
the complete refurbishment of the clubhouse, the
new mains water supply, the airfield markers and
runway signage dug out, replaced and painted,
new lighting in the hangars and outside the
doors, the windsocks replaced, a new shower
installed in the caravan, the fire alarm system
upgraded, a new ADSB Flight Radar Antenna
installed, UL91 fuel laid on, the website
improved and security upgraded, and a new
cordless phone system installed. Mr Gates
named and thanked volunteers including Roger
Edgecombe, Richard Bracey, Hector Chittenden,
Martin Woods and Brett Lorraine for their work
and said that despite the setbacks, he
considered the year to have been a success.
The Chairman said that there had been
no notifications of Other Business, and the
business of the AGM was therefore concluded.
In closing he said that anyone who had
questions or wanted more information could
contact him by phone or email, or address
queries to the Airfield Manager or individual
Board members Leith Whittington, Darren Fern,
Pete White, Richard Saw, Terry Earl, Nick
Chittenden and Howard Fawkes.

Soon be spring… hang in there

2021 events
An optimistic look at what we hope to be
able to do in the new year…
March 25 & 26 Artists in residence: Flights of
Fancy, with Sally Crabtree & Laura Frances
Martin. Our two guests will be staying at Bodmin
Airfield for two days and witnessing the activities
and looking for inspiration for extra material to be
used for the special ‘Words on the Wing’
performance on July 24th.

July 24 & 25
The Vintage Aircraft Club
Weekend at Bodmin Airfield
The VAC are our
weekend guests and the Saturday evening
entertainment is ‘Words On The Wing’ – with
Poetry and Music in Hangar 2.
August 1
Lundy Sunday - Fly Out to
the magic island but a PPR booking is essential.
Contact Pete White 01752 406660 or 07805 805679
August 14 & 15
Airfield)

Harrowbeer 80 (at Harrowbeer

September 11th
The Cornwall Strut Fly-in.
Fast becoming a busy and successful event...come
and join us in 2021.

April 24
Wing Walking Day with more
dates to come later...

May 8
Ladies Day Fly-in. A great
opportunity to promote the joys of flight to all but it
is especially a celebration of all ladies in aviation.
May 23
Light Aircraft AssociationLAA Tour of the UK. The round Britain tour will
call into Bodmin Airfield on Sunday and use it as a
night stop.
June 5
Action Stations – Military
themed Wings & Wheels. (D-Day)

We will also be oﬀering vintage flights around Cornwall
by the Tiger Moths of TMT at various weekends during
the year, plus a new addition to our airfield, a US Army
marked 1937 Boeing Stearman biplane. The Stearman
will be available to book for introductory flights to
enjoy the scenic Cornish countryside.
AEROCLUB: Due to the Covid 19 pandemic the
first half of 2021 will be kept free of indoor
gatherings, for instance the AEROCLUB talks, so
they are planned to resume in the Autumn... see
below. From January to April we will be looking at
holding monthly Zoom meetings with guest
speakers – more later.
October 13

Polly Vacher Life after Flying…
A Donkathon

November 10 Bryan Pill
December 8

Tales from a Pilot’s
Unofficial Notebook

Marc Wolff Flying for the movies

FEET OFF the GROUND (FOG):
July 3 & 4
Kernow Trophy Aerobatic
Competition. A very welcome return of this
competition to Bodmin Airfield – please contact
Howard Fawkes for details on 07803 128000.

We were unable to hold any scout Aerocamps or
charity flying events for children or adults during
2020 and we await developments on the pandemic
front before releasing plans for 2021.

